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FINAL REPORT 
Panel of Experts, New Orleans City Council Street Renaming Commission 

 
Preamble 
 
How do we do justice to the centuries of history that have unfolded on these 350 square miles of 
land surrounding the Mississippi River? What is the relationship between this diverse history, its 
reflection in our city’s officially named spaces and places, and the values we strive to enact as a 
community? 
  
This report, prepared with the input of more than forty of the city’s leading scholars and writers, 
themselves drawing on more than a century of the most cutting-edge historical and cultural 
interpretation, offers no definitive answers to these questions. We have been guided throughout 
though by the conviction that asking these questions, developing a collaborative process, telling 
the multitudinous stories contained in this report, and reconsecrating some of the spaces in this 
city is an imperative as New Orleans enters its fourth century of existence as a city. 
  
The collective 111 suggestions for renaming streets and parks below makes no claim toward 
being a definitive history of the city.  For every musical innovator like Jelly Roll Morton, Mahalia 
Jackson, or Mac Rebennack included there is a Bunk Johnson, Emma Jackson, Ernie K-Doe 
and countless others who have been left out. The four individuals included who fled the men 
who owned them as slaves near present-day Lakeview are but four of the thousands in this 
city’s history whose collective individual actions over centuries forced a reluctant nation to finally 
begin to live up to its highest ideals. The rolls of the First Louisiana Native Guard of the U.S. 
Army who defended the city from a treasonous insurrection and the members of the 
Metropolitan Police who held off an attempted coup in 1874 are filled with men whose lives are 
as heroic and poetic as those of Andre Cailloux, James Ingraham, and Rodolphe Desdunes.  
We are blessed to live in a place where our neighbors include countless unassuming heroes like 
Julia Aaron, whose willingness to put her body on the line brought the promise of freedom that 
much closer to reality; or Sherwood Gagliano, who sounded an early alarm on the greatest 
existential threat this city has ever faced.  
  
In recommending each name for each street, place, or park we have followed several key 
themes; offering a coherent reordering of spatial naming in keeping with the patterns currently in 
place, while allowing for the exploration of individual narratives which expand upon the range of 
historical figures recognized and honored for their roles in shaping our city. The four streets in 
present day Lakeview named for leaders of the 1861-1865 treason against the United States 
were all dedicated as part of an explicit attempt to rewrite this history of treason and defy the 
14th and 15th Amendments to the US Constitution via segregation and disenfranchisement. In 
their place we have offered three alternative sets of names, each set thematically linked: one 
set of military leaders that helped put down that treason and via their very presence as officers 
transformed the meaning of the war; one set of slaves who attempted to self-emancipate and 
had a connection to present-day Lakeview; and one set of musicians. 
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Across the river on the Westbank we offered another set of themes.  Here, we identified 
potential honorees in groups loosely defined as: musicians; dedicated and pathbreaking civil 
servants to the City of New Orleans; and oft-forgotten labor leaders who helped transform the 
lives of working people of all races, genders, and ethnicities in this city. 
  
Outside of these thematic sets we have attempted to honor our city’s tradition of neighborhood 
identity and cohesion by making sure that the potential rename had a real connection to the 
area of the city nearby the street or park being renamed.  Some of these are more obvious than 
others. Many know that present day Forshey Street bounds Lincoln Park, which in the early 
1900s was the site of the regular dances at which Buddy Bolden famously performed and in the 
process created the music we now know as jazz. Less obviously, for nearby Palmer Park, one 
of our suggestions was Charles Deslondes, the man credited with leading the largest slave 
rebellion in United States history in 1811.  Led by Deslondes, the German Coast Uprising 
marched on New Orleans but was turned back before it could reach the city.  Present day 
Palmer Park is as near a public space to the rebellion’s furthest progress as anywhere else in 
the city. And so it goes throughout these suggestions.  
 
Many of the connections are straightforward, like that of Bolden to Forshey St., Louis Twomey 
S.J. to Palmer Street nearby the Loyola University campus, or Ronald Lewis to Lee Street, just 
a few blocks from his House of Dance and Feathers. With others though, we invite members of 
the City Council, Renaming Commission members, and most importantly citizens of New 
Orleans to peel back the layers of the less obvious connections. We are a city of many distinct 
neighborhoods, but as citizens of this city our lives and actions often reverberate beyond our 
block and ward. 
  
City Council Ordinance M-20-170 made clear that street and place names honoring those who 
committed treason against the United States and actively sought to deny Americans their 
Constitutional rights is not the story New Orleans seeks to tell about itself in the year 2020 and 
beyond.  
 
Taken as a whole, this report is an attempt to tell a more complete story about the city we all live 
in and love. It contains stories of people who are famous and stories of people who left behind 
little recorded information on their lives but whose actions nonetheless shaped the city we live in 
in immeasurable ways. It is an attempt to engrave these stories and the values we strive for in 
this city onto our built environment. For ourselves, but also so future generations know that their 
forebears actively honored heroism in the face of danger, the dogged pursuit of justice, courage 
against long odds, and genius in artistic creativity. 
 
In the place of treasonous insurrectionists, we offer the stories of people, movements, 
organizations, and cultural expression contained below. Stories of diverse people of all racial, 
gender, ethnic, sexual, class, and citizenship backgrounds whose actions helped us strive for 
equality and who created the best of who we are as a city.  
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In these efforts we take inspiration from the words of a remarkable New Orleans poem entitled 
La Marseillaise Noire (one of the suggested names for Penn Street), written in the aftermath of 
the bloody attempt to subvert democracy at the Mechanics Institute in 1866: 
  
To the frontiers of humanity 
Engrave these words: I hope in thee 
Thou shalt reign, equality 
  
  
Dr. Thomas J. Adams and Suzanne-Juliette Mobley 
New Orleans, November 27, 2020 
 
Scholars and Writers who volunteered their time and expertise in the preparation of this report 
and the overall work of this panel: 
 
Dr. Laura Rosanne Adderley, Tulane University 
Dr. Fallon Aidoo, University of New Orleans 
Dr. Janet Allured, McNeese State University 
Dr. Robert Azzarello, Southern University at New Orleans 
Malik Bartholomew, Know Nola Tours 
Gemma Birnbaum, National World War II Museum 
Christina Bryant, New Orleans Public Library 
Dave Cash, United Teachers of New Orleans 
Chris Daemmrich, Tulane University 
Dr. Nancy Dixon, Dillard University 
Dr. Adrienne Dixson, University of Illinois 
Morgan Dowdy 
Alison Fensterstock 
Dr. Rien Fertel 
Brad Fitzmaurice, University of Sydney 
Dr. Deborah Goldgaber, Louisiana State University 
Dr. Erin Greenwald, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities 
Dr. Gwendolyn Midlo Hall, Michigan State University 
Jordan Hirsch 
Dr. Cedric Johnson, University of Illinois-Chicago 
Dr. Rashauna Johnson, University of Chicago 
Dr. TR Johnson, Tulane University 
Sarah Langley 
Dr. Joshua Lewis, Tulane University 
Dave Kunian, Tulane University and WWOZ 
Dr. Elizabeth Manley, Xavier University 
Dr. Mary Niall Michell, University of New Orleans 
Andrew Mullens III, New Orleans Public Library 
Dr. Kara Olidge, Amistad Research Center 
Dr. Lawrence Powell, Tulane University 
Katy Reckdahl 
Dr. Adolph L. Reed, Jr., University of Pennsylvania 
Dr. Kodi Roberts, Louisiana State University 
Dr. David Robinson-Morris, Xavier University 
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Dr. Matt Sakakeeny, Tulane University 
Kathy Seligman, NOLA 4 Women 
Brittany Silva, New Orleans Public Library 
Dr. Randy Sparks, Tulane University 
Dr. Walter Stern, University of Wisconsin 
Dr. Tania Tetlow, Loyola University 
Dr. Red Tremmel, Tulane University 
Dr. Bryan Wagner, University of California-Berkeley 
Dr. Leon Waters, Louisiana Museum of African American History 
Derek Wood, Tulane University 
 
Student writers and researchers: 
 
Ruby Adler, University of Sydney 
Bella Bauer, University of Sydney 
Ben Bernstein, Tulane University 
Celia Bradshaw, University of Sydney 
Isabella Cowap, University of Sydney 
Samantha Degou, Tulane University 
David Gross, Millsaps College 
Simran Gupta, Tulane University 
Nadya Harrison, Tulane University 
Phoebe Hussey, University of Sydney 
Min Kim, University of Sydney 
Emily Manning, University of Sydney 
Ross McLean, University of Sydney 
Alexander Murray, University of Sydney 
Lili Newton, University of Sydney 
Annabel Lois Pettit, University of Sydney 
Eloise Grace Richardson, University of Sydney 
Linna Wei, University of Sydney 
Georgia Weir, University of Sydney 
Isabella Whitton, University of Sydney 
And our gratitude to Claudette Mobley for serving as copy editor. 
 
A note on the organization of this report: for ease of compiling relevant narratives into one 
document, we have provided the current street name, along with the brief biography of the 
person or organization for whom it is named, followed by the three narratives of New Orleanians 
who should be considered as potential honorees. Each brief biography has additional links for 
further exploration of that person’s life, context, or labor. To the best of our ability, we have 
sought out materials at a range of reading levels and in a variety of mediums. We have only 
provided links where there are no paywalls, relying on our public institutions like the New 
Orleans Public Library and City Archives as well as the numerous other libraries and historical 
resources in which we are so fortunate to have collectively invested in building and maintaining.  
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Current Name: Walker Street 
 
John George Walker (1821-1893) was born and spent most of his early life in Missouri. He 
served as a brigadier general under Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson and later as a general of the 
District of Western Louisiana. Prior to the war, Walker served in the United States Army as a 
First Lieutenant of the Mounted Rifles, and he fought in General Winfield Scott's army during the 
Mexican-American War. On July 31, 1861, Walker resigned and joined the Confederate States 
Army, which commissioned him as a major of the Cavalry Corps. 
  
After the Civil War, Walker fled to Mexico to escape the possibility of punishment for his treason 
but later returned to the United States and lived in Winchester, Virginia, working in railroads and 
mining before serving as the U.S. consul general to Bogota. Outside of his command in 
Louisiana, Walker has no meaningful connection to New Orleans or the State of Louisiana.  
 
Potential Names 
 
Jasper 
 
In the summer or autumn of 1855, a man named Georges escaped from the estate of the 
deceased John McDonough, which legally owned both Georges and a good deal of present-day 
City Park. Sometime in late 1858 or early 1859 a man named Celestin fled James Meekave, a 
Metairie Ridge man who owned Celestin as property. Around the same time a man named 
Jasper escaped from the person who owned him as chattel, William Martin who also lived near 
Metairie Ridge alongside the New Basin Canal. In the summer or autumn of 1861, a woman 
named Margaret Elizabeth fled from John Hersey, the man who owned her as property along 
Gentilly Ridge just to the east of what would become City Park. 
  
We know precious little about the specific lives of Georges, Celestin, Jasper, and Margaret 
Elizabeth. It’s probable that upon Georges’ later attainment of his freedom he worked alongside 
his wife Marthey and his children on a truck farm near Gentilly Road, one of many such farms 
that lined the fringes of the city in that era. We can be fairly certain that when he escaped 
bondage in late 1858 or early 1859, it was not Celestin’s first attempt at self-liberation. It’s likely 
that after gaining his freedom as a result of the defeat of the treason against the United States, 
Jasper became a tanner and resided  in the 6th Ward. As for Margaret Elizabeth, no other 
known records of her life survive to us. 
  
Like four-million other Americans in 1860—nearly thirteen percent of the nation’s population—
Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth were owned as property. In Louisiana, they 
represented just four of the more than 330,000 people in bondage in this state, fully 47% of the 
total number of Louisianans. The vast majority of these women and men lived lives of complete 
anonymity. They toiled harvesting sugar, picking cotton, maintaining households, and in 
countless other forms of labor. The possibility of the whip, rape, and being sold far away from 



 

6 

parents, children, spouses, and loved ones was omnipresent. In the words of an esteemed 
Southern jurist, “the power of the master (was) absolute” so as to “render the submission of the 
slave perfect.” Off their bodies, which were collectively valued at the equivalent of more than 
one trillion dollars in 1860, New Orleans and the Mississippi Valley produced more millionaires 
per capita than anywhere in world history up until that point. 
  
That we know anything about the lives of Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth 
owes to the fact that between 1855 and 1861, each took the momentous step of attempting to 
liberate themselves from slavery. Given the city’s geography at the time, upon leaving the men 
who owned them as property and used their bodies for whatever they saw fit, it’s quite possible 
that they initially hid out in the swampland around present day Bragg, Lane, Mouton, and 
Walker Streets while attempting to reunite with loved ones sold far away or secure passage on 
a boat to freedom in Canada, Mexico, or the British or French Caribbean. 
  
That they left at all took an uncommon courage. For the simple reasons of surveillance and 
isolation, most enslaved Americans never had meaningful opportunities to do so. Being 
caught—a likelihood in most contexts—meant a simple outcome: torture. It’s not just their 
individual courage though that deserves honor but the very real historical results of their actions. 
Each person who attempted to emancipate themselves made the maintenance of the institution 
of slavery and the entire economic, cultural, and social system built around it in New Orleans 
and the broader South that much more difficult to maintain. In fact, as now three generations of 
the most respected historical scholarship has made clear, it was these individual actions of 
courage that in the final analysis, transformed the Civil War from a fight over slavery to a fight 
for emancipation and freedom. Unlike thousands of others like them whose names and 
anonymous acts of heroism are lost to history—resting in honored glory known only to God, to 
paraphrase one of our nation’s most sacred monuments—Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and 
Margaret are known to us in the here and now. They deserve our city and nation’s undying 
thanks and honor. 
 
Learn More 
 
Freedom on the Move, a database of fugitives from American slavery, an ongoing project of the 
University of New Orleans and Cornell University. 
 
More Than A Runaway: Maroons In Louisiana WWNO, New Orleans Public Radio 
 
Johnson, R. (2018). Slavery's metropolis: Unfree labor in New Orleans during the age of 
revolutions. Cambridge University Press. 
 
Baptist, E. E. (2017). Half has never been told: Slavery and the making of american capitalism. 
New York: Basic Books. Available as an audiobook, print, and electronic book at New Orleans 
Public Library. 
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James H. Ingraham 

James H. Ingraham was born into slavery around 1833 and freed by his father-owner in 1839, at 
six years old. Just twenty-eight when the Civil War began, Ingraham enlisted in the U.S Army in 
October of 1862 and was mustered into the U.S. Colored Troops 73rd Infantry, serving as a 
First Lieutenant in the Battle of Port Hudson in 1863. Under the command of Major General 
Nathaniel P. Banks, Ingraham was one of 35,000 Union troops who charged the Confederate 
fortress. After the fall of Captain Cailloux on May 27, Ingraham became the E Company 
commander.  

Ingraham resigned from the army in March of 1864 and attended the National Convention of 
Colored Citizens in Syracuse, New York, in October of that year. There, Ingraham received 
much praise for his service and a standing ovation for bringing the regimental flag that was 
"stained with the blood of the brave Cailloux." The convention launched a national campaign for 
black suffrage and to garner support for the 13th Amendment's ratification as well as 
establishing the National Equal Rights League. Ingraham became one of the organization’s 
founding members, helping to establish the Louisiana branch and serving as President of the 
League’s 1865 convention. 

Throughout Reconstruction, Ingraham was an eloquent and dynamic personality in New 
Orleans political life, living up to his own quote in the Tribune, “A man contending for his rights is 
never too energetic.” His moral clarity and eloquence were perhaps most striking in his 1865 
speech at Economy Hall, in which Ingraham denounced federal wartime labor policy as barely 
disguised slavery. Pointing to the ways in which the plantation system continued exploitation 
and enabled brutality, he was clear in his condemnation of both the rationales for these policies, 
and of those responsible for enacting them, “The defenders of such a system are not the friends 
we intend to have. No system of gradual elevation is needed to make us men.” 

Ingraham was a delegate to the 1868 Louisiana Constitutional Convention, which met in 
November of 1867 to lay the groundwork for Louisiana’s return to the Union. Ingraham served 
as Chair for the Committee to Draft a Bill of Rights, perhaps the most pivotal role in a body that 
considered a twelve article proposal from the white delegation and a twenty-two article bill of 
rights from the Black delegation. Beyond his role as Chair, Ingraham offered an unsuccessful 
proposal to automatically formalize common law marriages and legitimize heirs where 
enslavement had previously served as a barrier to legal recognition; as well as successfully 
advocating for the Constitution to provide for the creation at least one free public school per 
parish to establish a public school education system, as well as banning segregation in all 
schools in Louisiana.   

Building on his Civil War reputation and a record of energetic advocacy for equal rights of the 
Black community, Ingraham rose from enslavement to a political career with national potential. 
In March 1868, Ingraham received the nomination for Assistant Alderman for the Fourth Ward 
as part of the Radical Republican Ticket for the Orleans Parish. In 1870, he was elected as the 
Secretary for the Republican State Convention. He served as a Louisiana State Senator for 
Orleans Parish between 1871 to 1874 and in 1872 was named one of the first Vice Presidents 
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for the National Convention of Colored Citizens. Ingraham’s promising career in public service 
was cut short when on June 7, 1876 at the age of thirty-eight, most likely due to a stroke or 
brain hemorrhage, he died.  

Learn More 
 
Rankin, D. (1974). The Origins of Black Leadership in New Orleans During Reconstruction. The 
Journal of Southern History, 40(3), 417-440. doi:10.2307/2206492 
 
Dew, C. (1977). The Florida Historical Quarterly, 56(2), 218-221. Retrieved November 7, 2020, 
from http://www.jstor.org/stable/30146032 
 
“SEPARATION IS NOT EQUALITY”: THE RACIAL DESEGREGATION MOVEMENT OF CREOLES OF 
COLOR IN NEW ORLEANS, 1862-1900 Mishio Yamana a dissertation, as a PDF 
 
 
Lee Dorsey  
 
Lee Dorsey was born in New Orleans in 1924 and lived in the city until he was 10, when he and 
his family moved to Portland, Oregon. He was drafted into the Navy during World War II and 
became a professional boxer for several years after the war, fighting under the name “Kid 
Chocolate.” Dorsey retired from prizefighting in 1955 and came back to New Orleans where he 
pursued his singing career at night while working as a mechanic by day. His singing career 
moved slowly through several singles and labels until he went into the studio with Allen 
Toussaint and Harold Battiste in 1961 and recorded the song “Ya-Ya,” which became a national 
hit. This success proved difficult to maintain, and Dorsey returned to his body and fender work 
until Allen Toussaint, fresh out of the army, started recording him again in 1965. This started a 
run of hit singles that included “Ride Your Pony,” “Holy Cow,” “Everything I Do (Gone Be 
Funky),” “Working In A Coalmine,” “Get Out My Life Woman,” and “Yes We Can.”   
 
The musicians who played with him were the best New Orleans had to offer, including Walter 
“Wolfman” Washington and the Meters. Lee Dorsey's singing was ubiquitous in the United 
States in the late 1960s. It influenced countless musicians, including George Clinton, Dr. John, 
Elvis Costello, Robert Palmer, and many others. His style and lyrics became synonymous with 
New Orleans and created an image of New Orleans that is still widespread today. Dorsey's 
success tailed off at the beginning of the 1970s, but he continued recording and playing. He 
toured, played the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, and had a stint opening for the rock 
band The Clash. His songs were covered by John Lennon, Ike and Tina Turner, The Pointer 
Sisters, Buckwheat Zydeco, Lou Donaldson, and Devo. He continued doing infrequent 
performances until he contracted emphysema and passed away December 1, 1986.  
 
Lee Dorsey’s music is quintessentially New Orleans. Its rhythms and attitudes are the way the 
inhabitants of New Orleans walk, talk, eat, dance, and sing. Even when he is singing about 
feeling down or blue, he always sounds like he knows good times and happiness are around the 
next corner. Dorsey was incredibly talented, but he was as down to earth as the guy next door 
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and as his career progressed, his positive outlook came out even more. After all, he was the 
person who first sang the song that became the theme to the campaign of the first Black 
president. Back before anyone thought having an African American in the highest office in the 
land was even possible, Lee Dorsey sang, “Yes We Can.” He was a fine human and a great 
artist, and New Orleans would be lucky to have his name adorn a street.  

 
Learn More  
 
Lee Dorsey in 64 Parishes 
 
Lee Dorsey - The Star in Creasy Overalls  in Record Collector Mag 
 
Lee Dorsey Obituary in UPI Archives 
 
 
 
Current Name: Mouton Street 
 
Mouton Street is likely named after either or both Alexandre and Alfred Mouton. 
 
Alexandre Mouton (1804-1885) served as the first Democratic governor of Louisiana from 1843 
to 1846. As governor, Mouton sold state-owned enslaved people to avoid raising taxes. After his 
governorship, he served as president of the Southwestern Railroad Convention in New Orleans 
in 1852 and led the Louisiana delegation to the Democratic National Convention in 1860. 
Mouton was president of the Louisiana Secession Convention in 1861 and led the 
overwhelming vote to pass the Ordinance of Secession and commit treason by severing 
Louisiana's ties with the federal government. During the war, United States troops seized 
Mouton's plantation to use as their headquarters; they burned the sugar mill, arrested him, and 
emancipated his 120 enslaved people. 
  
Alfred Mouton (1829 – 1864) was born on his family's sugar plantation in Opelousas, Louisiana. 
Alfred Mouton graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1850. After 
serving in the Army for several years, he resigned his post to pursue civil engineering with a 
railroad firm and run a sugarcane plantation near Lafayette. Mouton served on the Lafayette 
Parish Police Jury, where he oversaw the aggressive expansion of the Code Noir to limit the 
assembly and movement of free people of color—a direct circumvention of the 1st Amendment 
rights of those citizens.  
 
Both Alexandre and Alfred Mouton trained  "Vigilante Committees" in Lafayette Parish. These 
groups carried out their form of violent retribution against free people of color through  
whippings, expulsions, and lynchings. In 1859 Alfred led a group of six hundred vigilantes and 
cannon to surround a farmhouse with two hundred anti-vigilantes who had begun to organize to 
counter the violence and defend their constitutional rights. Most of those surrounded fled after 
the first shots in what would be called the “Battle of Bayou Queue Tortue.” Mouton’s gang beat 
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to death many of those who did not manage to escape. The pro-vigilante newspaper, 
Opelousas Courier, claimed that eighty captives were "tried by Judge Lynch."  
 
At the start of the Civil War, he accepted the commission of Captain, was quickly promoted to 
Colonel and recruited for the 18th Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Wounded at the 1862 Battle of 
Shiloh, he convalesced in New Orleans and returned to service as a Brigadier General in the 
Lafourche, Teche, and Red River campaigns. A United States Army sniper killed Mouton at the 
Battle of Mansfield on April 8, 1864. A United Daughters of Confederacy chapter and Sons of 
Confederate Veterans' camp in Louisiana carry his name. 
   
In 1922, the United Daughters of the Confederacy erected a statue of Alfred in full Confederate 
regalia in downtown Lafayette.  
 
On July 1, 2020 Lafayette Mayor-President Josh Guillory formally requested the statue’s 
removal. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Margaret Elizabeth 
 
In the summer or autumn of 1855, a man named Georges escaped from the estate of the 
deceased John McDonough, which legally owned both Georges and a good deal of present-day 
City Park. Sometime in late 1858 or early 1859 a man named Celestin fled James Meekave, a 
Metairie Ridge man who owned Celestin as property. Around the same time a man named 
Jasper escaped from the person who owned him as chattel, William Martin who also lived near 
Metairie Ridge alongside the New Basin Canal. In the summer or autumn of 1861, a woman 
named Margaret Elizabeth fled from John Hersey, the man who owned her as property along 
Gentilly Ridge just to the east of what would become City Park. 
  
We know precious little about the specific lives of Georges, Celestin, Jasper, and Margaret 
Elizabeth. It’s probable that upon Georges’ later attainment of his freedom he worked alongside 
his wife Marthey and his children on a truck farm near Gentilly Road, one of many such farms 
that lined the fringes of the city in that era. We can be fairly certain that when he escaped 
bondage in late 1858 or early 1859, it was not Celestin’s first attempt at self-liberation. It’s likely 
that after gaining his freedom as a result of the defeat of the treason against the United States, 
Jasper became a tanner and resided  in the 6th Ward. As for Margaret Elizabeth, no other 
known records of her life survive to us. 
  
Like four-million other Americans in 1860—nearly thirteen percent of the nation’s population—
Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth were owned as property. In Louisiana, they 
represented just four of the more than 330,000 people in bondage in this state, fully 47% of the 
total number of Louisianans. The vast majority of these women and men lived lives of complete 
anonymity. They toiled harvesting sugar, picking cotton, maintaining households, and in 
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countless other forms of labor. The possibility of the whip, rape, and being sold far away from 
parents, children, spouses, and loved ones was omnipresent. In the words of an esteemed 
Southern jurist, “the power of the master (was) absolute” so as to “render the submission of the 
slave perfect.” Off their bodies, which were collectively valued at the equivalent of more than 
one trillion dollars in 1860, New Orleans and the Mississippi Valley produced more millionaires 
per capita than anywhere in world history up until that point. 
  
That we know anything about the lives of Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth 
owes to the fact that between 1855 and 1861, each took the momentous step of attempting to 
liberate themselves from slavery. Given the city’s geography at the time, upon leaving the men 
who owned them as property and used their bodies for whatever they saw fit, it’s quite possible 
that they initially hid out in the swampland around present day Bragg, Lane, Mouton, and 
Walker Streets while attempting to reunite with loved ones sold far away or secure passage on 
a boat to freedom in Canada, Mexico, or the British or French Caribbean. 
  
That they left at all took an uncommon courage. For the simple reasons of surveillance and 
isolation, most enslaved Americans never had meaningful opportunities to do so. Being 
caught—a likelihood in most contexts—meant a simple outcome: torture. It’s not just their 
individual courage though that deserves honor but the very real historical results of their actions. 
Each person who attempted to emancipate themselves made the maintenance of the institution 
of slavery and the entire economic, cultural, and social system built around it in New Orleans 
and the broader South that much more difficult to maintain. In fact, as now three generations of 
the most respected historical scholarship has made clear, it was these individual actions of 
courage that in the final analysis, transformed the Civil War from a fight over slavery to a fight 
for emancipation and freedom. Unlike thousands of others like them whose names and 
anonymous acts of heroism are lost to history—resting in honored glory known only to God, to 
paraphrase one of our nation’s most sacred monuments—Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and 
Margaret are known to us in the here and now. They deserve our city and nation’s undying 
thanks and honor. 
 
Learn More 
 
Freedom on the Move, a database of fugitives from American slavery, an ongoing project of the 
University of New Orleans and Cornell University. 
 
More Than A Runaway: Maroons In Louisiana WWNO, New Orleans Public Radio 
 
Johnson, R. (2018). Slavery's metropolis: Unfree labor in New Orleans during the age of 
revolutions. Cambridge University Press. 
 
Baptist, E. E. (2017). Half has never been told: Slavery and the making of american capitalism. 
New York: Basic Books. Available as an audiobook, print, and electronic book at New Orleans 
Public Library. 
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James Lewis  
 
James Lewis was born into slavery in 1832, the child of an enslaved woman and their plantation 
owner in Woodville Parish, Wilkinson County, Mississippi. At the start of the Civil War, Lewis 
served as a steward on the Confederate paddle wheeler De Soto, which was surrendered to 
Union service in 1862. After the capture of New Orleans that year, Lewis fled to the city, where 
he enlisted as a soldier in the Union forces. Lewis successfully petitioned to raise a Black 
regiment and became the Captain of Company K, one of the first all-Black army regiments in 
U.S history. Forced to appear before an Army Board of Examination to defend his right to 
remain a captain, James Lewis resigned his commission after the Red River Campaign and 
became a permit and custom-house broker. 
 
During Reconstruction, Lewis held a range of high profile political positions in a tumultuous and 
dangerous time. He was an agent in the Freedmen's Bureau's education department, traveling 
across Louisiana to help establish schools. He was the first Black man to be appointed to a 
federal civil position, named inspector of customs by Governor William P. Kellogg. Later, Lewis 
became a sergeant (and still later, captain) of the New Orleans Metropolitan Police. Then in 
1870, Governor Warmouth appointed Lewis as Colonel of the Second Regiment of the State 
Militia. That same year, Lewis became Administrator of Police, a position he held for two years. 
Lewis furthered his political prominence on the national stage when in 1872, he was elected to 
the Republican National Convention in which he was chairman of the Louisiana delegation. 
 
Lewis, on behalf of the state of Louisiana, supported Ulysses S. Grant and assisted William P. 
Kellogg in canvassing for the election across the state. In his absence from the city, Lewis was 
elected and appointed as the Administrator of Public Improvements, arguably the most 
important office in the city government. In his book Men of Mark: Eminent, Progressive, and 
Rising, Rev. William J. Simmons wrote that Lewis was "one of the most active and untiring 
advocates the Republicans had in the State." Upon the legislature's assembly, Lewis was 
elected as a U.S. Senator for the short term. Lewis was also notably appointed Naval Officer of 
the Port of New Orleans by President Hayes in 1880.  
 
In 1884, Lewis was heavily involved in developing the 'Colored People's Exhibit' at the World 
Cotton Centennial in New Orleans. In an interview with The Times-Picayune, Lewis said, "it is, 
then, to the colored people of the South we are to look for the best results of the ingenuity, skill, 
and power of the colored race." In one of his last roles in a career of public service, Lewis was 
appointed Surveyor-General by President Theodore Roosevelt; a position he held from 1901-
1909. Lewis died in 1914. An obituary printed in the New York Age describes Lewis as a 
"conspicuous race leader" and a man who had "occupied a large place in national affairs, as 
well as locally."  
 
Learn More 
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Rankin, D. (1974). The Origins of Black Leadership in New Orleans During Reconstruction. The 
Journal of Southern History, 40(3), 417-440. doi:10.2307/2206492 
 
James Lewis Obituary in the New York Age 
 
The Colonel: James Lewis in Creolegen.org 
 
James Lewis in BlackPast.org 
 
 
Malcolm John Rebennack (Dr. John)  
 
The once-in-a-lifetime music phenomenon Malcolm John Rebennack, Jr., was born at Baptist 
Hospital on Napoleon Avenue the week before Thanksgiving 1941, and died just before dawn 
on June 6, 2019, after spending the last year of his life living quietly with family on the North 
Shore. For the 77 years in between, Dr. John made himself well known to all corners of New 
Orleans, from the Spiritualist churches of the Ninth Ward to the legendary stage of the Dew 
Drop Inn uptown. More than that, through his hip patois and funky persona, his massive 
repository of knowledge about the city's music and his relentless passion for spreading and 
defending its culture, he made New Orleans well known to the world. 
  
Mac Rebennack started out in New Orleans as a teenage guitar slinger in the '50s, hanging 
around the Dew Drop and doing session work at engineer Cosimo Matassa's J&M Recording 
Studios in the French Quarter. He cut his first record, the instrumental "Storm Warning," at 
Cosimo's when he wasn't quite eighteen yet and still using his given name. The character of Dr. 
John the Night Tripper, spangled with hippie-hoodoo mystery and cool, was originally developed 
for his bandmate and Jesuit High School classmate Ronnie Barron, with whom he played in the 
R&B group Ronnie & The Delinquents. But Barron had a record contract that stopped him from 
taking on the role, so Mac stepped in, creating one of the most enduring characters in popular 
music.  
  
Dr. John spent his creative life making inspired, singular connections between the deep and 
broad heritage of New Orleans and the electric progress of rock and funk. He mined Mardi Gras 
Indian percussion, rhythms and chants for a worldwide audience in the '60s, years before the 
first Indian funk bands made their own albums, bewitching high-powered fans like Eric Clapton 
and Mick Jagger, who would eventually record with him, but his expertise wasn't limited to 
cosmic gris-gris; he also crafted loving, sharp-eared tributes to the traditional New Orleans R&B 
he'd come up with and to the Great American Songbook, as well as musical idols of his own like 
Johnny Mercer, Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong. 
  
In 1970, at the height of his psychedelic fame, Dr. John met British journalist John Broven while 
on tour in London. Their interview, which was supposed to be about the young American 
hitmaker's own career, quickly turned to the thriving R&B and early rock n' roll scene on which 
Mac had cut his teeth as a young producer and talent scout for small regional labels. His 
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enthusiasm and recall led to Broven traveling to Louisiana writing the first exhaustive history of 
New Orleans rhythm and blues (which was perhaps unsurprisingly called Rhythm and Blues in 
New Orleans) and interviewing dozens of the African-American musicians who had helped 
shape rock n' roll twenty years earlier. It is not at all an exaggeration to say that without Mac's 
boosterism, this essential chapter in American musical history would have gone significantly 
under documented. 
  
When New Orleans was threatened in a much more literal way, too, Dr. John was there. He 
became a tireless advocate for the city's recovery after Hurricane Katrina, and for that of the 
whole Gulf Coast after the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. With his band the Lower 911, he 
released the meditative, elegiac EP Sippiana Hericane just two months after Katrina as a benefit 
for the New Orleans Musicians Clinic and other local aid organizations, including blues guitarist 
Tab Benoit's 2004-founded Voice of the Wetlands organization, with which he remained active, 
recording as a member of the Voice of the Wetlands All-Stars Band. Sippiana Hericane was 
nominated for a Grammy award, too, and 2008's City That Care Forgot, another reckoning with 
the ravaging of his city and the government's seeming disdain for it, won him another. He also 
fought for his vulnerable city on the ground and in the press, liberally dispensing fierce 
commentary to media eager to get quotes from the star, and on the microphone at protests, in 
person, as well.  
  
Dr. John was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2011, and was nominated for 15 
Grammy Awards over the course of his career, winning six. His recording of Randy Newman's 
composition "Down In New Orleans," for the 2009 Disney film The Princess and the Frog — 
which was inspired by the New Orleans chef and civil rights activist Leah Chase, who 
predeceased him by only a few days — was nominated for an Academy Award. In 2013, he 
received an honorary doctorate from Tulane University in New Orleans, making him Dr. Dr. 
John.  
  
Learn More 
 
Rebennack, Malcolm John and Jack Rummel. (1994). Under a hoodoo moon: the life of Dr. 
John the night tripper. St. Martin’s Press. - Available at the New Orleans Public Library 
 
Dr. John: A New Orleans Legend in the Hall of Fame, National Public Radio 
 
Dr. John in 64 Parishes 
 
Dr. John in Recording Academy Grammy Awards 
 
Dr. John Obituary in Rolling Stone 
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Current Name: Lane Street 
Lane Street could be named after one of two Confederate Generals: James Henry Lane (1833-
1907) or Walker Paye Lane (1817-1892). James Henry Lane does not have any connection with 
New Orleans or Louisiana. Walker Paye Lane, a Texan, also does not have any connection with 
New Orleans, but participated in the Battle of Mansfield during the Red River Campaign, the 
one major victory for Confederate forces in the otherwise listless history of the Confederacy in 
Louisiana.  
 
Multiple sources identify Lane Street as named after James Henry Lane. James Henry Lane 
lived in Virginia. He studied at the Virginia Military Institute and the University of Virginia before 
becoming a professor of mathematics and natural philosophy. While a student at VMI, Lane 
studied under Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. During the Civil War, Lane also served under 
Jackson at the Second Battle of Bull Run and at Chancellorsville. In a Shakespearean twist, 
Lane’s troops accidentally shot his former teacher and superior officer during the Battle of 
Chancellorsville, mortally wounding Jackson. Lane continued to serve in the Confederate 
military, participating in Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg where most of his troops were killed or 
captured during the slow march straight into gunfire. After the Civil War, Lane corresponded 
with many residents of his hometown and family members about perceived Union atrocities 
during the war and Reconstruction policies. He eventually started teaching at what became 
Auburn University, and died there in the 1890s. In its second iteration in the early 20th Century, 
the local Auburn Ku Klux Klan named its “klavern” after James H. Lane. 

Lane Street could more probably be named for Walter Paye Lane, a confederate general 
responsible for leading a cavalry brigade during the Red River Campaign in Western Louisiana. 
Born in Cork County Ireland, Paye Lane emigrated to the United States in the 1820s. Lane went 
to Texas in 1836 to participate in the territory’s war for independence against Mexico, becoming 
a second lieutenant after the Battle of San Jacinto. He joined the Texas Rangers, and continued 
to illegally invade Mexican territory to conduct raids well after the end of the war. Having a 
predilection for insurrection, he immediately joined the Third Texas Cavalry after the start of the 
Civil War, participating in battles in Mississippi and Louisiana. He led a new unit - The First 
Texas Partisan Rangers - during the Battle of Mansfield under Confederate General Richard 
Taylor.  

While the United States controlled most of Louisiana during the Civil War, the Confederate 
victory at the Battle of Mansfield stopped Union General Nathaniel Banks from taking over 
Shreveport and ending the insurrection in Texas, further endearing Lane to pro-slavery white 
Texans. After the Civil War, Lane returned to Harrison County, Texas where he joined a group 
of conservatives aiming to reinstate white supremacy in county government and openly 
circumvent the U.S. Constitution. He led raids on polling places where African Americans voted 
in 1868 and 1873, reportedly telling a black resident of Happy Hallow, TX, “[t]his is white man’s 
country.” 

Lane street, in Lakeview, first appears on the 1867 Map of New Orleans in Gardner’s City 
Directory, although it is not listed in its current location. Developers drained the swampland and 
built the neighborhood in the 1920s. Throughout the neighborhood’s history, there have been 
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five streets named after Confederate Generals in close proximity to each other, including Lane. 
Currently, there are four (Twigg street was renamed Porteous Street). Each one of these 
Confederates has either a connection with New Orleans or served in Confederate forces in 
Louisiana. Many of them served at the Battle of Mansfield in DeSoto Parish and were lionized 
by local Confederate memorial organizations.  
 
 
Potential Names  
 
Georges 
 
In the summer or autumn of 1855, a man named Georges escaped from the estate of the 
deceased John McDonough, which legally owned both Georges and a good deal of present-day 
City Park. Sometime in late 1858 or early 1859 a man named Celestin fled James Meekave, a 
Metairie Ridge man who owned Celestin as property. Around the same time a man named 
Jasper escaped from the person who owned him as chattel, William Martin who also lived near 
Metairie Ridge alongside the New Basin Canal. In the summer or autumn of 1861, a woman 
named Margaret Elizabeth fled from John Hersey, the man who owned her as property along 
Gentilly Ridge just to the east of what would become City Park. 
  
We know precious little about the specific lives of Georges, Celestin, Jasper, and Margaret 
Elizabeth. It’s probable that upon Georges’ later attainment of his freedom he worked alongside 
his wife Marthey and his children on a truck farm near Gentilly Road, one of many such farms 
that lined the fringes of the city in that era. We can be fairly certain that when he escaped 
bondage in late 1858 or early 1859, it was not Celestin’s first attempt at self-liberation. It’s likely 
that after gaining his freedom as a result of the defeat of the treason against the United States, 
Jasper became a tanner and resided  in the 6th Ward. As for Margaret Elizabeth, no other 
known records of her life survive to us. 
  
Like four-million other Americans in 1860—nearly thirteen percent of the nation’s population—
Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth were owned as property. In Louisiana, they 
represented just four of the more than 330,000 people in bondage in this state, fully 47% of the 
total number of Louisianans. The vast majority of these women and men lived lives of complete 
anonymity. They toiled harvesting sugar, picking cotton, maintaining households, and in 
countless other forms of labor. The possibility of the whip, rape, and being sold far away from 
parents, children, spouses, and loved ones was omnipresent. In the words of an esteemed 
Southern jurist, “the power of the master (was) absolute” so as to “render the submission of the 
slave perfect.” Off their bodies, which were collectively valued at the equivalent of more than 
one trillion dollars in 1860, New Orleans and the Mississippi Valley produced more millionaires 
per capita than anywhere in world history up until that point. 
  
That we know anything about the lives of Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth 
owes to the fact that between 1855 and 1861, each took the momentous step of attempting to 
liberate themselves from slavery. Given the city’s geography at the time, upon leaving the men 
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who owned them as property and used their bodies for whatever they saw fit, it’s quite possible 
that they initially hid out in the swampland around present day Bragg, Lane, Mouton, and 
Walker Streets while attempting to reunite with loved ones sold far away or secure passage on 
a boat to freedom in Canada, Mexico, or the British or French Caribbean. 
  
That they left at all took an uncommon courage. For the simple reasons of surveillance and 
isolation, most enslaved Americans never had meaningful opportunities to do so. Being 
caught—a likelihood in most contexts—meant a simple outcome: torture. It’s not just their 
individual courage though that deserves honor but the very real historical results of their actions. 
Each person who attempted to emancipate themselves made the maintenance of the institution 
of slavery and the entire economic, cultural, and social system built around it in New Orleans 
and the broader South that much more difficult to maintain. In fact, as now three generations of 
the most respected historical scholarship has made clear, it was these individual actions of 
courage that in the final analysis, transformed the Civil War from a fight over slavery to a fight 
for emancipation and freedom. Unlike thousands of others like them whose names and 
anonymous acts of heroism are lost to history—resting in honored glory known only to God, to 
paraphrase one of our nation’s most sacred monuments—Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and 
Margaret are known to us in the here and now. They deserve our city and nation’s undying 
thanks and honor. 
 
Learn More 
 
Freedom on the Move, a database of fugitives from American slavery, an ongoing project of the 
University of New Orleans and Cornell University. 
 
More Than A Runaway: Maroons In Louisiana WWNO, New Orleans Public Radio 
 
Johnson, R. (2018). Slavery's metropolis: Unfree labor in New Orleans during the age of 
revolutions. Cambridge University Press. 
 
Baptist, E. E. (2017). Half has never been told: Slavery and the making of american capitalism. 
New York: Basic Books. Available as an audiobook, print, and electronic book at New Orleans 
Public Library. 
 
 
 
C.C. Antoine  
 
Caesar Charpentier Antoine was born in 1836, his father, Dominique Antoine was a veteran 
who fought in the Corps d'Afrique regiment at the Battle of New Orleans. His mother, Marie, was 
born into slavery and bought her own freedom. Antoine’s father paid for his education in New 
Orleans private schools and Antoine ran a successful barbershop, married Arissa Francoise 
Gabriel and had three children. When the Union Army entered New Orleans, Antoine organized 
a regiment and became the Captain of Company I, Seventh Louisiana Colored Regiment. 
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Throughout the Civil War, Antoine was responsible for signing former bondsmen into the Union 
Army. After serving until the end of the Civil War, Antoine retired to Shreveport, Louisiana, and 
started a grocery store before entering politics. 
  
During Reconstruction, Antoine was one of the most influential political powers in Louisiana. He 
was elected as a state senator for Caddo Parish, sponsoring a charter that made Shreveport a 
city. He was editor of the New Orleans Louisianan and served on the Caddo Parish school 
board. Throughout Antoine's career he supported education for Black people; promoting an act 
that would aid the medical department of Straight University, one of the few Black universities 
and supporting an act that provided free transportation to all school children. After he served his 
term in 1872, he was elected lieutenant governor.  
 
Antoine’s life was shaped by the political instability and violence that marked the Reconstruction 
period. His ten year old son, Joseph,  was killed during a riot in Caddo Parish in 1868 one of the 
many “race riots” that left 3,500, mostly Black, Louisianans dead at the hands of white mobs 
and the Knights of the White Camelia and White League terrorist organization between 1866 
and 1875. As a state senator, Antoine worked to impeach Governor Warmoth for the fraud and 
violence that had accompanied the 1872 gubernatorial election. Warmouth had given influential 
positions to a former Confederate general and member of Robert E. Lee's staff and allowed 
former Confederate soldiers into the state militia. He lost his second nomination for lieutenant 
governor in 1876 to a ticket headed by General Francis T. Nicholls in a disputed and violent 
election.  
  
After Reconstruction ended, Antoine co-founded and became the vice president of the Comité 
des Citoyens, a committee dedicated to the civil, political, and public rights of Black people and 
fighting against the segregation laws that were gaining traction. The Comité des Citoyens is 
mainly known for the Plessy v Ferguson case. For the Comité's activism, authorities targeted 
members and prosecuted Antoine for failing to inform a property buyer of a lien. This act was 
not usually an offense that would lead to an arrest and a trial, but was meant to deter Antoine 
from further political activity, despite this he remained active in the Comité. 
 
After Antoine retired from politics, he became active in several businesses but mainly stayed out 
of the public eye. He organized the Louisianan - a joint-stock company that involved other Black 
politicians, incorporated the Mississippi River Packet Company, was president of the 
Cosmopolitan Insurance Association, and opened a commission house in New Orleans with a 
branch in Shreveport focused on serving Black farmers.  
 
Learn more  
 
Rankin, D. (1974). The Origins of Black Leadership in New Orleans During Reconstruction. The 
Journal of Southern History, 40(3), 417-440. doi:10.2307/2206492 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 113 OF 2019 A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND TO APPRECIATE 
THE LIFE ACHIEVEMENTS AND LEGACY OF CAESAR CARPENTIER as a PDF 
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History Matters: C.C. Antoine on Red River Radio  
 
 
Louis Prima  
 
Louis Prima was born in New Orleans in 1910, he grew up in Tremé, the second of four children 
in a musical family of Sicillian immigrants. He was introduced to jazz in the integrated nightclubs 
of Little Palermo--the lower French Quarter--where Italian and Black musicians both performed 
and socialized together. By fourteen, he formed Louis Prima’s Kid Band and after transferring 
from Jesuit played in the band at Warren Easton high school. Struggling to survive as a gigging 
musician in the early years of the Great Depression, Prima got his first real break when Lou 
Forbes hired him to join the pit orchestra at the Saegner theatre.  Like many musicians of his 
era he joined the American Federation of Musicians to ensure that he along with his fellow 
craftspeople were justly compensated for their tremendous skill and talent. 
 
Prima was invited to New York City in 1934 by bandleader Guy Lombardo who saw him 
performing at his brother Leon’s Shim-Sham Club on Bourbon Street.  In New York, Prima 
landed a job as bandleader at the Famous Door, where his sets defined the reputation of the 
newly opened club and where he recorded for the Brunswick label with The New Orleans Gang. 
The next year Prima moved to Los Angeles, opening his own Famous Door club and 
experimenting with the popular big band orchestra trend. Exempted from service in World War II 
due to a knee injury, Prima performed extensively on national tours and appeared in musical 
films throughout the war.  
 
Unabashedly, even gleefully, Italian, in an atmosphere of wartime hostility, Prima continued to 
perform and record Italian songs, including “Angelina,” “Felicia No Capicia,” and “Bacciagaloop 
(Makes Love on the Stoop).” After the war Prima moved to Las Vegas and took a gig at the 
Sahara Hotel lounge. He helped usher in the golden age of performance in that city with what 
was billed as the Wildest Show in Vegas, a comedy and music show performed up to five times 
a night. He performed frequently on the Ed Sullivan show, was featured in the film Hey Boy, Hey 
Girl and memorably voiced King Louie in the 1967 Disney film The Jungle Book.  
 
Prima returned to New Orleans in the 1970s, performing in the French Quarter with longtime 
collaborator Sam Butera. He died in 1978 and is buried in Metairie Cemetery, where his tomb is 
engraved with the lyrics from one of his most famous songs, "When the end comes, I know, 
they'll say, 'just a gigolo' as life goes on without me…"  He was posthumously awarded a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2010, inducted into the Big Band and Jazz Hall of Fame in 
1993, and inducted into the Louisiana Music Hall of Fame in 2008. In 2010, was the subject of 
the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival’s annual poster, painted by singer Tony Bennett and 
released to commemorate the 100th anniversary of his birth.  
 
Learn More 
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Louis Prima's Birthplace - New Orleans Music Map A Closer Walk NOLA 
 
Sicilian Jazzman Louis Prima in 64 Parishes 
 
Louis Prima Exhibit in New Orleans Jazz Museum 
 
 
 
Current Name: Bragg Street 
 
Braxton Bragg (1817 - 1876) served as a general in the Confederacy during the American Civil 
War. Bragg was born in North Carolina and enrolled at West Point Military Academy before 
serving in the United States Army in the Second Seminole and Mexican-American Wars. Bragg 
retired from the Army in 1856 after marrying the daughter of a wealthy sugar planter from 
Houma, Louisiana, and purchasing a sugar plantation shortly thereafter. Prior to the Civil War, 
Bragg owned over 100 men, women, and children as slaves and served as a colonel in the 
Louisiana militia. During the Civil War, the United States Army confiscated Bragg's sugar 
plantation in Thibodaux. 
  
At the outbreak of the Civil War, Bragg helped organize Louisiana troops during the secession 
crisis and seized the United States arsenal at Baton Rouge on January 11, 1861. After 
Louisiana's secession, Bragg's first assignment was to defend the occupation of New Orleans 
before being transferred to Pensacola. He served at Shiloh under P.G.T. Beauregard, and was 
promoted to full general for his role in that battle. After the Siege of Corinth, Bragg was 
appointed as a commander of the Army of the West when Beauregard took an unauthorized two 
week leave of absence from his military post, leaving Bragg temporarily in charge. However, 
Bragg's leadership skills soon came under question, and he ultimately resigned his post in 
1863. For the remainder of the war, Bragg served as a military advisor to Jefferson Davis, 
where he oversaw the Confederacy's antidemocratic conscription process and prisoner-of-war 
system. After briefly returning to the battlefront, Union forces captured Bragg in 1865. 
  
Bragg is generally rated one of the worst generals of the Civil War; most of his battles ended in 
defeat and he was openly disliked by rank and file soldiers and the officers under his command. 
Despite objections that he was neither a competent engineer nor qualified for the role of 
creating a drainage system for the city and levees for the lakefront, Bragg was elected as 
superintendent of the New Orleans Water Works.  He held that position—one in which much of 
his efforts seem to have focused on duel by newspaper letter with streets commissioner William 
Baker—until the democratically elected Reconstruction government replaced him. Bragg worked 
in several other fields such as life insurance, engineering, and as a railroad inspector, leaving 
each after a brief period and series of open conflicts. There are ongoing calls to remove Bragg's 
name from Fort Bragg in North Carolina while the California town that bears his name is in the 
process of either renaming itself or officially disconnecting itself from Braxton Bragg.  
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Potential Names 
 
Celestin 
 
In the summer or autumn of 1855, a man named Georges escaped from the estate of the 
deceased John McDonough, which legally owned both Georges and a good deal of present-day 
City Park. Sometime in late 1858 or early 1859 a man named Celestin fled James Meekave, a 
Metairie Ridge man who owned Celestin as property. Around the same time a man named 
Jasper escaped from the person who owned him as chattel, William Martin who also lived near 
Metairie Ridge alongside the New Basin Canal. In the summer or autumn of 1861, a woman 
named Margaret Elizabeth fled from John Hersey, the man who owned her as property along 
Gentilly Ridge just to the east of what would become City Park. 
  
We know precious little about the specific lives of Georges, Celestin, Jasper, and Margaret 
Elizabeth. It’s probable that upon Georges’ later attainment of his freedom he worked alongside 
his wife Marthey and his children on a truck farm near Gentilly Road, one of many such farms 
that lined the fringes of the city in that era. We can be fairly certain that when he escaped 
bondage in late 1858 or early 1859, it was not Celestin’s first attempt at self-liberation. It’s likely 
that after gaining his freedom as a result of the defeat of the treason against the United States, 
Jasper became a tanner and resided  in the 6th Ward. As for Margaret Elizabeth, no other 
known records of her life survive to us. 
  
Like four-million other Americans in 1860—nearly thirteen percent of the nation’s population—
Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth were owned as property. In Louisiana, they 
represented just four of the more than 330,000 people in bondage in this state, fully 47% of the 
total number of Louisianans. The vast majority of these women and men lived lives of complete 
anonymity. They toiled harvesting sugar, picking cotton, maintaining households, and in 
countless other forms of labor. The possibility of the whip, rape, and being sold far away from 
parents, children, spouses, and loved ones was omnipresent. In the words of an esteemed 
Southern jurist, “the power of the master (was) absolute” so as to “render the submission of the 
slave perfect.” Off their bodies, which were collectively valued at the equivalent of more than 
one trillion dollars in 1860, New Orleans and the Mississippi Valley produced more millionaires 
per capita than anywhere in world history up until that point. 
  
That we know anything about the lives of Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and Margaret Elizabeth 
owes to the fact that between 1855 and 1861, each took the momentous step of attempting to 
liberate themselves from slavery. Given the city’s geography at the time, upon leaving the men 
who owned them as property and used their bodies for whatever they saw fit, it’s quite possible 
that they initially hid out in the swampland around present day Bragg, Lane, Mouton, and 
Walker Streets while attempting to reunite with loved ones sold far away or secure passage on 
a boat to freedom in Canada, Mexico, or the British or French Caribbean. 
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That they left at all took an uncommon courage. For the simple reasons of surveillance and 
isolation, most enslaved Americans never had meaningful opportunities to do so. Being 
caught—a likelihood in most contexts—meant a simple outcome: torture. It’s not just their 
individual courage though that deserves honor but the very real historical results of their actions. 
Each person who attempted to emancipate themselves made the maintenance of the institution 
of slavery and the entire economic, cultural, and social system built around it in New Orleans 
and the broader South that much more difficult to maintain. In fact, as now three generations of 
the most respected historical scholarship has made clear, it was these individual actions of 
courage that in the final analysis, transformed the Civil War from a fight over slavery to a fight 
for emancipation and freedom. Unlike thousands of others like them whose names and 
anonymous acts of heroism are lost to history—resting in honored glory known only to God, to 
paraphrase one of our nation’s most sacred monuments—Celestin, Georges, Jasper, and 
Margaret are known to us in the here and now. They deserve our city and nation’s undying 
thanks and honor. 
 
Learn More 
 
Freedom on the Move, a database of fugitives from American slavery, an ongoing project of the 
University of New Orleans and Cornell University. 
 
More Than A Runaway: Maroons In Louisiana WWNO, New Orleans Public Radio 
 
Johnson, R. (2018). Slavery's metropolis: Unfree labor in New Orleans during the age of 
revolutions. Cambridge University Press. 
 
Baptist, E. E. (2017). Half has never been told: Slavery and the making of american capitalism. 
New York: Basic Books. Available as an audiobook, print, and electronic book at New Orleans 
Public Library. 
 
 
Robert H. Isabelle  

Robert Hamlin Isabelle was born in Opelousas in 1837, son of George Baptiste, a white French 
immigrant who married Nancy Willis, a free woman of color from Virginia. During the Civil War, 
Isabelle served as Lieutenant in the Second Regiment of the Louisiana Native Guard, teaching 
freedpeople at Camp Parapet, while also opening an English language, Protestant school for 
Black children in 1862, after New Orleans surrendered to the Union. In March 1863, several 
Second Regiment officers, including Isabelle, resigned from the regiment due to discrimination. 
“I joined the United States Army … with the sole object of laboring for the good of our Country,” 
he wrote, “but after five or six months experience I am convinced that the same prejudice still 
exist[s] and prevents that cordial harmony among officers which is indispensable for the 
success of the army.” The powerful dual focus on political activism and public education which 
Isabelle established during the war would remain central to his life and career. 
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Following the Civil War, Isabelle worked as a police officer, but he later resigned to serve as a 
member of the Louisiana House of Representatives from 1866 and 1870. In 1868, Isabelle 
introduced a Civil Rights Bill to the House of Representatives. The bill's purpose was to solidify 
Article 13 of the US Constitution, making segregation illegal and ensuring all people had equal 
privileges when traveling or in public. The bill passed both the House and the Senate before 
being vetoed by Governor Warmoth. The New Orleans Tribune condemned the Governor's 
action and described the bill as a progressive part of racial legislation.  
 
In 1870, Isabelle tried to enroll his seven-year-old son William into the Fisk School within his 
local ward of New Orleans. However, the school’s principal, T.W. Dyer, refused to admit 
William, despite being in breach of new legislation. In response, Isabelle filed suit to eliminate 
the dual school board system and introduced a bill that prohibited "discrimination on account of 
color or race," fined violators $50, and forced their businesses to close until they committed to 
compliance with the law. Despite being passed in the House and Senate, this too was vetoed by 
the Governor. However, a similar measure was eventually passed. New Orleans schools were 
subsequently forced to accept all students, regardless of racial background.  
 
Representative Isabelle consistently pursued progressive political reforms in the Louisiana 
House. He opposed the taxation of benevolent organizations, pushed for public rights alongside 
civil rights, and argued for the taxation of wealthy companies; otherwise, poor workers faced a 
heavier tax burden. Following his time in office, Isabelle studied law at Straight University during 
1870 and 1871 and was one of the first graduates of this new institution. In 1872, Isabelle 
helped to found the Central Congregation United Church in Christ, which became a locus for 
social and political activism during Reconstruction. Isabelle was a remarkable civic and political 
leader and is deserving of a street named in his honor.  
 
Learn More 
 
Rankin, D. (1974). The Origins of Black Leadership in New Orleans During Reconstruction. The 
Journal of Southern History,40(3), 417-440. doi:10.2307/2206492 
 
Brook, Daniel. (2019). The Accident of Color: A Story of Race in Reconstruction. Highbridge. - 
Available at the New Orleans Public Library 
 
“SEPARATION IS NOT EQUALITY”: THE RACIAL DESEGREGATION MOVEMENT OF CREOLES OF 
COLOR IN NEW ORLEANS, 1862-1900 Mishio Yamana a dissertation, as a PDF 
 
BEFORE PLESSY, BEFORE BROWN: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAW OF RACIAL INTEGRATION 
IN LOUISIANA AND KANSAS as a PDF  
 
 
Juanita Brooks  
 
Juanita Brooks was born in New Orleans on August 17, 1954, and spent her early life in Mid-
City and the 9th Ward. Growing up in a religious and musical family, she experienced singing in 
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front of an audience from a young age touring with her father's gospel music group. She 
attended Joseph Cohn Jr. High School and graduated from Francis T. Nicholls High School 
(now known as Frederick A. Douglass High School) in the 9th Ward in 1972. During this time, 
Brooks sang in the choir at St. Daniel Spiritual Church, and in high school, performed in an R&B 
group, "TCB," with her friends Terri and Georgina. Brooks initially attended the University of 
New Orleans to study nursing but discontinued her studies after performing with Eddie Bo. At 
eighteen, Brooks joined "The Explosions" and opened for David Lastie, Walter "Wolfman" 
Washington, and Johnny Adams. In 1977, Brooks enrolled at Southern University in New 
Orleans to study music and business administration. 
 
Ultimately, Brooks followed her passion for entertaining and began a music career that would 
span more than thirty-five years. Showing off her talents at festivals, music recordings, and the 
theatre, such as her role as 'Ma Reed' in Vernel Bagneris' "One Mo' Time," Brooks performed 
not just in the U.S. but also Europe and Australia. Bandleader Lars Edegran remembers her as 
"one of the greatest singers to have ever come out of New Orleans." 
 
Brooks gained theatrical fame by starring in Vernal Bagneris' "One Mo' Time," a vaudeville 
musical revue set in New Orleans’ Lyric Theatre in 1926. Joining the cast in 1982 during its run 
at Toulouse Theatre in the French Quarter, Brooks later became part of the musical's Australian 
company and tour. Brooks was featured in the film version of "One Mo' Time" for German 
television in 1985. Additionally, Brooks starred in "Staggerlee" in 1986 and "Ma Rainey's Black 
Bottom" in 1999. 
 
Brooks recorded albums under Banita Productions, a company she operated with her brother 
Detroit. With her brothers Detroit and Mark, in addition to other musicians, Brooks released 
"Here It Is" (1994), "Eye On The Sparrow" (1996), and "This Bitter Earth" (1996) albums. In 
2000, Brooks performed at the Ascona Jazz Festival in Switzerland alongside Lars Edegran, 
Freddie Lonzo, and Ernest Elly. She also sang on other artists' recordings like "God Bless The 
Child" with Davell Crawford in Bob French's Original Tuxedo Band in 2003. Brooks guest 
starred numerous times on WWOZ 90.7 FM and participated in local New Orleans music 
festivals such as the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival's Heritage Fair. In her later years, 
Brooks frequently performed at Donna's, the Palm Court Jazz Café, and Sweet Lorraine's. 
 
Brooks moved from New Orleans to Baton Rouge after Hurricane Katrina in September 2005. 
Unfortunately, she was required to wear a back brace due to a spinal surgery, two hip 
replacements, and neck problems during this time. Despite this, on November 7, 2005, Brooks 
sang with Francis Cabrel at Palais des Congrès de Paris as part of SOS Musiciens de la 
Nouvelle-Orléans in support of New Orleans' musicians affected by Hurricane Katrina and Rita. 
In 2006, she was a backing vocalist for Irma Thomas in the Grammy-awarded "After the Rain," 
and in 2007, Brooks released her album "More Jazz." 
 
Brooks was one of New Orleans' best jazz, blues, and R&B musicians. Bagneris described 
Brooks as being able to "bring down from up there real joy and pain, all the things that blues 
and gospel singers can bring," Brooks' musical gift and dedication to her work brought joy to her 
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listeners, while Braxton Bragg was known for his inadequacy as a general and drifted from 
occupation to occupation, only leaving behind conflicts in his wake. From a young woman 
singing at her church, Brooks sang for those New Orleanians who had nearly been "wash[ed] 
away" in Paris; Bragg instead organized Louisiana troops to seize the federal arsenal at Baton 
Rouge. Commanders questioned Bragg's leadership skills, and he resigned in 1863. Juanita 
Brooks should replace Braxton Bragg Street. 
 
Learn More 
 
Juanita Brooks in Music Rising at Tulane 
 
Juanita Brooks Obituary from Times-Picayune, in the Preservation Hall blog 
 
In Memoriam Juanita Brooks: Nobody Knows The Trouble I've Seen on YouTube 
 
 
Current Name: Beauregard Avenue  

Pierre Gustave-Toutant Beauregard (1818 - 1893) – more commonly known as P. G. T. 
Beauregard- served as a Confederate general during the Civil War. Beauregard was born into a 
wealthy slave-owning family of sugar planters in Saint Bernard Parish. Two separate marriages 
into the Villeré and Deslondes families further invested him into systems of human bondage and 
sugar planting. Prior to the Southern insurrection, Beauregard graduated second in his class at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, served as an engineer during the Mexican-American 
War, and, in 1861, was appointed superintendent of West Point Military Academy. However, 
less than a month later, he abandoned this prestigious post to join the treasonous attempt at 
secession.  

Beauregard ordered the first shots of the Civil War fired upon Fort Sumter and the United 
States.  He was second-in-command during the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull 
Run, and fought in multiple engagements before surrendering to General Sherman in April of 
1865. Beauregard is credited with designing the "Star and Bars" Confederate battle flag, a 
symbol representing white supremacy, treachery, and the ongoing denial of constitutional rights. 
Upon learning of the Emancipation Proclamation, General Beauregard threatened to execute all 
"abolition prisoners"—a euphemism for former slaves who fought for the United States and were 
captured by insurrections—by strangulation.  

After the war, Beauregard lived in New Orleans and was active in numerous civic and social 
roles. He served as the president of the New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern Railroad. 
Along with fellow former Confederate General Jubal A. Early, Beauregard was a superintendent 
of the notoriously corrupt Louisiana State Lottery. After Reconstruction, Beauregard served as 
an adjunct general in the Louisiana state militia which amongst other things, played an active 
role in the events leading up to the massacre of more than sixty striking sugar cane workers in 
and around Thibodaux in 1887. In 1888, Beauregard was elected Commissioner for Public 
Works of New Orleans on the Young Men's Democratic Association ticket, a group with close 
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ties to the Citizen's League. In 1885, he served as emcee of a lecture where the topic was 
condemning writings that took "pleasure in degrading" the white Creole population of Louisiana. 
Beauregard chaired the Resolution Committee on Unification, arguing against unification and 
integration in New Orleans. Following his death in 1893, the Beauregard Monument Association 
organized to raise and distribute money "for Confederate causes, identified if possible, with the 
name of Beauregard." 

In 2017, the City of New Orleans removed the Beauregard Monument that sat at the center of 
an intersection of Esplanade, Wisner, and the entrance to City Park. 

 
 
Potential Names 
 
Sherwood (Woody) Gagliano  
 
Sherwood (Woody) Gagliano was a coastal scientist and an instrumental figure who shaped 
how Louisianans understand the river delta we call home. Born in New Orleans in 1935, 
Gagliano was raised in Carrollton and attended Fortier High School. His interest in the Louisiana 
coast led him to complete his PhD in Physical Geography from LSU. Gagliano was one of the 
first scientists to demonstrate that Louisiana was suffering from serious erosion and land loss, in 
a series of studies that began coming out in the 1970s. 
 
Gagliano was unflinching in his assessment of the environmental crisis facing the state, and 
was not afraid to speak clearly about what was behind the problem: the leveeing of the 
Mississippi River and the resulting loss of new sediment inputs, the excavation of canals to 
serve the oil and gas industry and the shipping industry. There are many factors driving land 
loss, and Gagliano had a knack for clear and effective communication of the growing threats to 
Southeast Louisiana. 
  
Gagliano was one of those rare figures in Louisiana that everyone interested in the coast 
seemed to both know and deeply respect. In the New Orleans area, he became well known for 
his research demonstrating the destructive impacts of the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet project, 
long before Katrina’s storm surge made it clear to everyone that the canal was a major problem 
for Orleans and St. Bernard Parishes. 
  
While Gagliano will be forever known for this pioneering work documenting the coast’s decline, 
he was also an early voice offering possible long-term solutions. He was one of the first 
scientists to advocate for the development of large-scale diversions of the Mississippi River, 
which could be used to inject new sand and sediment into the coastal zone and build new land – 
counteracting the land loss problem and pointing towards a sustainable future for New Orleans 
and southeast Louisiana. Fifty years after Gagliano first brought up this idea – the state of 
Louisiana is on the verge of implementing major river diversion projects that may open the way 
towards a thriving Louisiana coastline in the future.  
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Gagliano’s commitment to our region’s landscapes, waterways, communities, and history set 
the stage for us to envision a new future – one informed by science and a genuine sense of 
care and concern for the people of Louisiana. As local journalist and writer Bob Marshall 
recently put it, Gagliano “used science to speak truth to power.” Whether it was the oil and gas 
industry, the Port of New Orleans, or the State of Louisiana, Gagliano advocated both for 
collective understanding of our environmental dilemmas, and for collective action to save the 
coastline, its communities, and the natural abundance that we all enjoy and benefit from. 
Gagliano passed away in the summer of 2020, and now would be a fitting time to honor his 
contributions to the City of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana by renaming Beauregard 
Avenue in honor of our friend, the groundbreaking scientist Sherwood Gagliano.   
 
 
Learn More 
 
'He Used Science To Speak Truth To Power': Remembering Sherwood 'Woody' Gagliano 
 
Sherwood Gagliano Obituary and interview on Fox8 news 
 
Sherwood Gagliano Obituary in the American Association of Geographers 
 
 
 
Jordan Bankston Noble 
 
Jordan Bankston Noble was born into slavery in Augusta, Georgia in 1800. By 1811 he and his 
mother had moved to New Orleans. Soon after, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and served as a 
drummer for the 7th Army Regiment, then fighting in the War of 1812. On December 23rd, 1814, 
General Andrew Jackson ordered a surprise counterattack on British forces marching toward 
New Orleans. As Marcus Christian wrote of that day, there was: “the United States 7th 
Regiment, its 14-year-old mulatto drummer-boy, Jordan B. Noble, beating away on the 
regimental drum. At eight o’clock [p.m.] when the fog became particularly heavy, it was this 
boy’s drum, rattling away in the thick of battle, ‘in the hottest hell of fire,’ that helped to serve as 
one of the guideposts for the fierce battling American troops.”   
 
Less than two weeks later as the final battle of the war was fought in Chalmette, Noble 
continued to prove his valor and courage. During the final British surge toward the city in a 
dense January fog, Noble’s drum continued to beat, providing direction for U.S. troops as they 
successfully defended the city of New Orleans and perhaps even the future of the young 
republic. 
  
Following the War of 1812, despite still being a slave, Noble continued as a military drummer, 
serving his country throughout a variety of Antebellum conflicts and earning the popular 
nickname “the drummer boy of Chalmette” for his heroism in 1814-1815. He was a regular in 
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parades around New Orleans, often using the same drum in which he had helped U.S. forces 
hold the line against the British. In these parades he proved himself a pioneer in the New 
Orleans marching band tradition. 
  
Later in life, Noble attended the 1854 National Emigration Convention of Colored People as a 
Louisiana delegate. The convention platform demanded that any infringement of civil rights “be 
met with adequate resistance” and people of African descent receive “every political right, 
privilege, and position.” Following the Civil War, he served as President Pro-Tem of the 
Convention of Colored Men of Louisiana. Alongside other distinguished United States veterans 
like Oscar Dunn and James Ingraham, Noble and the Convention quickly moved to advocate for 
the kinds of equal protection legislation that would eventually be enshrined in the 14th 
Amendment. By the time of his death in 1890 Noble had proved himself a hero to the United 
States armed forces and republic, a musical innovator, and dedicated advocate for equality, the 
most sacred of our national principles, doing much of this amazing work while still being owned 
as a slave. 
 
Learn More 
 
Jordan B. Noble in 64 Parishes 
 
Text of 1854 National Emigration Convention 
 
Jordan Noble, National Park Service Biography 
 
"Sweet" Emma Barett 
 
Born on March 25, 1897, “Sweet Emma” Barrett was a jazz pianist and vocalist known 
predominantly for her work in the Original Tuxedo Orchestra and later the Preservation Hall 
Jazz Band. Referred to as the “Bell Gal” for the jingle bells she wore along her garters, Barrett 
was a prolific and talented performer who achieved success despite the restrictions imposed by 
both her race and gender. According to multiple reports she began performing at a very early 
age and was completely self-taught. By the early 1920s she was performing with Oscar “Papa” 
Celestin in the Original Tuxedo Band and later worked with musicians and bandleaders William 
Ridgely, Sidney Desvigne, Armand Piron, John Robichaux and Willie and Percy Humphrey. In 
the late 1940s and through the 1950s she assembled and toured with her own band, Sweet 
Emma and the Bells and also performed with Bebe Ridgeley’s Tuxedo Jazz Orchestra.  
 
Under the Riverside Label, Barett recorded her first album in 1961. Steve Morrison argues in 
Music Rising that “she was a pioneer who helped remove barriers for female musicians in a 
male-dominated field and a beloved ambassador for New Orleans music who traveled the world 
with some of the most accomplished musicians of her day.” Such praise also came from people 
that knew her personally. Jazz archivist and preservationist William Russell contended in 1983 
that she was “one of the more important practicing musicians and one of the better ones;” he 
also noted her “tremendous power” despite her noticeably slight build.  
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It had been her work in the 1960s, first recording then touring with Preservation Hall, that 
provided her a more global audience for her work. As Holly Hobbs points out in her article in 64 
Parishes, Barett was “a trailblazer among women in jazz” and a central figure in the 1960s 
traditional jazz revival. She led the Preservation Hall Jazz Band on a number of their early tours 
and played in their first live recording in 1964 at the Tyrone Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis. Alan 
Jaffe, founder of Preservation Hall, noted in her New York Times obituary that she was “the 
foremost example of what a band piano player is.” She died in 1983, leaving a substantial 
legacy in jazz music as well as for women of the period worthy of local praise and 
commemoration. 
 
Learn More 
 
"Sweet Emma" Barrett in Music Rising at Tulane 
 
Sweet Emma Barrett in 64 Parishes 
 
Emma Barrett: Jazz Pianist and Vocalist in New Orleans Historical 
 
 
 
Current Name: Robert E. Lee Boulevard 

Virginia native Robert E. Lee (1800-1870) studied at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point and served for over three decades in the U.S. Army during the mid-1800s up until 
1861, when he resigned to join the Confederacy.  Lee opposed federal interference in the 
policies of southern states regarding slavery, but framed his decision to resign from the U.S. 
Army in terms of loyalty to his home state of Virginia rather than on strong commitment to 
secession.  

Nevertheless, Lee helped to organize the beginnings of Confederate military operations against 
the United States and his former military comrades from 1861 to 1862; and then commanded 
the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia from June of 1862 through the end of the Civil War.  
This was the most important Confederate Army in the eastern theater.  After the Confederate 
defeat in1865, Lee became President of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia—now 
Washington & Lee University, renamed in honor of the five years Lee spent before his death 
transforming the college.. 

Lee married Mary Custis in 1831 and together they had seven children.  Lee’s birth family and 
the family he made with Custis held small numbers of captive African-Americans who they 
exploited for labor around their households.  Upon the death of his father-in-law, George 
Washington Parke Custis, in 1857 Lee inherited responsibility for large agricultural holdings, and 
hundreds of enslaved people.  The Custis will mandated emancipation for these captives, no 
later than five years after his death; but left the exact timing of such emancipation up to his 
executors.  General Lee chose to maintain these people in bondage in order to cover Custis’ 
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debts and other expenses and by various accounts favored strict control and violent punishment 
of this captive workforce during those five years.  Even the most sympathetic Lee biographers 
concede that he viewed black people as inferior to white people, and supported continued white 
dominance of culture, politics and society after the war. 

Lee had no direct connection to New Orleans.  The placement of a statue in his honor at Tivoli 
Circle occurred in 1884, organized by supporters of “Lost Cause” ideas which downplayed the 
centrality of slavery in motivating the rise of the Confederacy and sought to maintain the 
centrality of white supremacy in southern social, economic, and political life after the war.  
These people also sought to promote permanent white control of black life and labor in the 
postwar south.  The installation of the Lee statue and the naming of streets—without any 
particular Lee connection to the city—matched similar efforts by “Lost Cause” champions 
elsewhere in the region. 

The monument to Robert E. Lee at Tivoli Circle was permanently removed by order of the New 
Orleans City Council in 2017. 

 
Potential Names 
 
Allen Toussaint  
 
No one was more responsible for bringing New Orleans music to the world than the visionary 
songwriter, producer, and pianist Allen Toussaint. Most comfortable outside the spotlight, 
Toussiant wrote, recorded, and arranged dozens of classic songs like Lee Dorsey’s “Working in 
a Coal Mine,” Irma Thomas’ “It’s Raining,” and Dr. John’s “Right Place, Wrong Time.” Recording 
engineer Cosimo Matassa said of his studio partner: “you could give him a feather and a 
wishbone and he’d build you a chicken.” 
  
Allen Toussaint was born on January 14, 1938 to Naomi Neville and Clarence Toussaint and 
was raised in the Gert Town neighborhood. A prodigy on the piano, he released an album of 
instrumentals under his own name at just twenty years old. But he spent most of his career 
working behind the scenes, first tutoring under producer Dave Bartholomew and then taking 
over the reins in 1960. Working at Matassa’s J&M Studios, he wrote and recorded rhythm & 
blues hits like Ernie K-Doe’s “Mother In Law,” soul classics like Thomas’ “Ruler of My Heart,” 
and groundbreaking funk originals like Dorsey’s "Everything I Do Gonna Be Funky.” A 
meticulous arranger, Toussaint oversaw a crack band of studio musicians who would step out 
on their own in 1969 as The Meters. Toussaint, of course, produced all of their immortal albums. 
  
In the heyday of 1970s funk, Toussaint seemed to be behind nearly every significant record 
made by local artists and no small number of international artists. It is impossible to enjoy Mardi 
Gras without having Dr. John’s Gumbo or The Wild Tchoupitoulas self-titled album as your 
soundtrack. After Toussaint and partner Marshall Sehorn opened SeaSaint Studios in 1973, 
Toussaint hosted LaBelle, Paul McCartney, Robert Palmer, and other visitors. Used to adding 
his characteristic piano accompaniment and background vocals, he finally released five albums 
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under his own name in the 1970s. The biggest hits from those albums still came from other 
artists: Glenn Campbell’s evocative “Southern Nights” and the Pointer Sisters’ Civil Rights 
anthem “Yes We Can Can.” But Toussaint didn’t seem to mind. Humble, soft spoken, and 
erudite, he told an interviewer “My comfort zone is behind the scenes.” He brought out the best 
in other people. 
  
After Hurricane Katrina destroyed his Gentilly home and studio in 2005, Toussaint came back 
with force and opened a new studio on the 1400 block of Robert E. Lee Blvd. He made 
memorable collaborations with Elvis Costello and focused on his own recordings and touring for 
the first time. An ambassador for New Orleans wherever he went, he was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and given the National Medal of the Arts by President Barack 
Obama. At home, he could be seen seemingly everywhere, pulling up in his iconic Rolls Royce, 
always impeccably dressed in a colorful suit, happily posing for pictures and stopping to chat 
with anyone who asked. Allen Toussaint passed away while on tour in Madrid, Spain on 
November 10, 2015, and was honored with a massive jazz funeral led by the Preservation Hall 
Jazz Band.  
 
Learn More 
 
Yes He Can Can: Allen Toussaint perpetuates New Orleans' unique musical style in 64 
Parishes 
 
Allen Toussaint artist page on National Public Radio 
 
Allen Toussaint | Music Rising ~ The Musical Cultures of the Gulf South, Tulane University 
 
 
Joseph M. Bartholomew  
 
Joseph M. Bartholomew carries a common surname locally but his professional life was 
anything but commonplace--especially for a Creole man of color born into Jim Crow laws and 
norms of racial segregation and exclusion. Many others born in 1888, and educated in the city’s 
schools for colored children, worked only in low paying jobs and gained no chance for 
professional advancement. Bartholomew, however, secured educational and entrepreneurial 
opportunities in the building trades through support of individuals and institutions that depended 
on a well-built environment. His knowledge of designed landscapes catapulted him from caddie 
of professional golfer Fred McLeod, to superintendent of the Audubon Golf Club before the 
Great Depression, to student of esteemed golf course designer Seth Raynor and practitioner of 
landscape architecture and construction afterwards. By 1922, he earned his first design 
commission--the private course at Metairie Country Club. 
 
When city authorities excluded people of color from public courses he had designed, 
Bartholomew developed courses expressly but not exclusively for African Americans. A 9-hole 
course he designed for the city’s Pontchartrain Park in 1956, now bears his name (since 1979). 
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It boasts a place in the National Register of Historic Places (as of 2019).  It always brought 
stormwater capacity to low-lying Pontchartrain Park, a subdivision developed for Black New 
Orleanians. Lesser known, a 7-hole course he developed in Harahan, LA at least a decade 
earlier on 100 acres of his own land, first served suburban African Americans. Sold in 1948 to 
the developer of Royland subdivision and Colonial Country Club, Crescent City Golf Club is long 
gone. Bartholomew’s investments in social mobility though continued through insurance and 
construction companies he acquired in the 1940s to extend capital and equipment to fellow 
entrepreneurs. These ventures died with him in 1971 but the accessible and equitable 
landscapes he created outlive him.  
 
Several streets stretch across the city’s historic urban fabric, but only one traverses the city’s 
historic suburban footprint. Developed after World War II, the only boulevard connecting 
Lakeview, Lakefront and Gentilly neighborhoods warrants the name of Joseph M. Bartholomew, 
who designed, developed and maintained recreational spaces anchoring these lakeside 
neighborhoods. Private, professional golf courses that already bear his name honor his service 
to the profession and recreation of golf; a boulevard would bear witness to his creation of golf 
courses for public use--all of the public. New Orleanians, not just country club members, can 
traverse landscapes he designed and constructed for Covington, Hammond, Abita Springs and 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, or, closer to home, the No. 1 and North courses he built in City Park in 
1933 and 1968 with landscape architect William Wiedorn. A boulevard connecting these 
landmarks can connect us all to the inclusive future he envisioned in spite of the injustices he 
experienced.  
 
Learn More  
 
Joseph M. Bartholomew – First African American Golf Course Architect and Designer in African 
American Golfer’s Digest 
 
Once Racially Discriminated From His Own Architecture, Joseph Bartholomew is Overlooked 
No More in ArchDaily 
 
History and Hope on Joe Bart Golf Course in New Orleans in the United States Golf Association 
 
 
Thomy Lafon  
 
At the time of his death in 1893, the Daily Picayune described Thomy Lafon, a Creole of color, 
as a “colored leader in charity” known for “the bestowal of favors to alleviate private wants and 
suffering.” During his lifetime he was one of the most important providers of social aid and 
institutions for the poor in New Orleans. His legacy persisted as those institutions cared for poor 
African American children and the elderly for generations after his death and the schools and 
homes he funded became “monuments of his magnificent charity to the needy.”  
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Born in New Orleans in 1810, Lafon was the son of a Frenchman and a free woman of Haitian 
descent. He was self-educated and worked initially as a merchant in the city. He became a 
dedicated abolitionist and civil rights activist, contributing funds to the American Antislavery 
Society and co-founding the Friends of Universal Suffrage, an interracial organization that 
championed voting rights for African American men after the Civil War. But he was most 
recognized--by black and white alike--for his philanthropic work.   
 
Lafon left large bequests to the poor of New Orleans and established or expanded numerous 
institutions for their benefit, including construction of Berchmans Home, the Home for Aged 
Colored Men and Women on Tonti Street (which became knowns as the Lafon Old Folks Home) 
and the Lafon Orphan Boys' Asylum on St. Peter Street. He also left money to Charity Hospital 
of New Orleans, the Society of the Holy Family, the Catholic Institution, the Shakespeare 
Almshouse, and Straight University of New Orleans. Lafon left his estate of nearly $600,000 to 
charity but during his lifetime he lived modestly in a cottage at the corner of Ursuline and 
Robertson Sts. He is interred in St. Louis Cemetery No.3.  

 
In 1900, a school bearing his name in the neighborhood now known as Central City was burned 
to the ground by a white mob following Robert Charles’ self-defense at the hands of police 
brutality. The rebuilt Thomy Lafon School in Central City survived flooding after Hurricane 
Katrina but was demolished after the discovery of a cemetery on its grounds. More broadly, 
Lafon is a fitting replacement for Lee. The benefits of his lasting, generous support of poor Black 
people at a time when the federal and state government denied them civil rights and left them in 
underfunded and segregated institutions, are immeasurable. 

 
Learn More 
 
“Thomy Lafon, Philanthropist,” INMotion: The African American Experience, Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture, New York Public Library 
 
“The Thomy Lafon School, Part 3,” CreoleGen.org 
 
“Thomy Lafon,” Dictionary of Louisiana Biography, Louisiana Historical Association 
 
Hart, Dana C., (2013). Toward an Ideal of Moral and Democratic Education: Afro-Creoles and 
Straight University in Reconstruction New Orleans, 1862-1896 LSU Doctoral Dissertations. 3103 
 
 
 
Current Name: Dreux Avenue 
 
Charles Dreux (1832 - 1861) was born to a prominent slaveholding family in New Orleans. He 
was a descendant of Mathurin Dreux, who carried the title of "Sieur de Gentilly," and after whom 
the neighborhood of Gentilly is named. Prior to the Civil War, Dreux served as a District 
Attorney and a member of the Louisiana State Legislature. As a Lieutenant in the Confederate 
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insurrection, Dreux commanded "Dreux's 1st Battalion." He died in Virginia in July of 1861 while 
trying to capture United States officers eating their breakfast. Dreux is known as the first 
Louisiana officer to die fighting to end the union. 
  
In 1921, the United Daughters of the Confederacy selected Dreux as the subject of their essay 
contest for children and raised money to erect a monument commemorating him. In 1926, the 
memorial was constructed in Rose Hill Cemetery and later moved to Jefferson Davis Parkway. 
On July 10, 2020, protestors toppled the bust of Charles Didier Dreux from its pedestal on 
Jefferson Davis Parkway.  
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Wardell Quezergue  
 
Wardell Quezergue (pronounced kuh-ZAIR), the “Creole Beethoven,” was a behind-the-scenes 
hero of postwar American music. As a bandleader, composer, arranger, and producer, he was 
the architect of a slew of influential records, including: “Big Chief” by Professor Longhair; “Trick 
Bag” by Earl Kin;, “Barefootin’” by Robert Parker; and “Misty Blue” by Dorothy Moore. He 
produced “Groove Me” by King Floyd and “Mr. Big Stuff” by Jean Knight in a single weekend in 
1970. He arranged the Dixie Cups’ classic “Chapel of Love,” and brought the sounds of Mardi 
Gras Indians to the world with the hit “Iko Iko.”  
 
Quezergue, who grew up in the Seventh Ward in the 1930s and 40s, collaborated with some of 
the biggest names in music--from Stevie Wonder to Paul Simon--without ever moving away 
from New Orleans. His particular genius for writing horn lines kept him busy in the studio for 
decades. Even after losing his sight to diabetes and his home to the levee failures in 2005 he 
continued recording with artists like Dr. John and leading his own band. 
 
One of his projects took half a century to realize: while serving in the Korean War, Quezergue 
was pulled off a truck bound for the front, and the man who took his seat was killed in action. A 
devout Catholic, Quezergue made a promise to God to compose a work of thanksgiving, which 
he recorded as “A Creole Mass” in 2000. 
 
Quezergue was an educator as well as an artist. He studied music formally under the GI Bill at 
the Gateway School of Music. Some of his gifts couldn’t be taught: while most composers 
worked at a piano, he needed only a tuning fork; he’d hit it once and simply transcribe the 
orchestra playing in his head. Still, he was a role model for younger generations of artists. (He 
also helped raise 13 kids with his wife Yoshi, and recorded an album for children in 2009.) 
 
Fellow musicians universally admired Quezergue, for his artistry and what could only be called 
his nobility—no one in the industry had a more lopsided ratio of talent to ego. After conducting a 
string section in New York for Aaron Neville’s recording of “Mona Lisa,” the players tapped their 
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bows on their instruments. Quezergue was concerned he’d offended them, not realizing it was a 
gesture of appreciation from classical musicians to a maestro.  
 
The story of an instrumental Quezergue wrote with drummer Joseph Smokey Johnson, “It Ain’t 
My Fault,” is a microcosm of his career: the song has an irresistible groove and became a 
standard in the New Orleans repertoire, but his name was unattached to it, and he saw no 
money when the rapper Silkk the Shocker recorded a version of it, or when that track was 
sampled on a Multi-Platinum album by Mariah Carey.  
 
Quezergue was a lifelong member and frequent officer of New Orleans musician unions, first in 
the segregated American Federation of Musicians (AFM) Local 496 and later in the integrated 
AFM Local 175-496. Despite this thorough devotion to the workplace dignity of his fellow 
musicians and just remuneration for their skills and talent, throughout his own remarkable 
career, Quezergue was never compensated fairly for his work. Dedicating a street in his 
memory would be particularly just.     
 
Learn More 
 
Wardell Quezergue in The Ponderosa Stomp 
 
Wardell Quezergue Oral History with Dr. John and Bob French at the Ponderosa Stomp 
 
 
 
Frances Joseph-Gaudet  
 
Francis Joseph-Gaudet was born in 1861 and grew up in a log cabin in Holmesville, Pike 
County, Mississippi. Her mother was of Native American descent, and her father was formerly 
enslaved. Joseph-Gaudet was raised by her grandparents, who were so poor that "in summer 
she went barefoot to save her shoes for winter." 
  
As a young girl, Gaudet moved to New Orleans to live with her brother, attending Straight 
University until she had to leave school to support her mother and three younger siblings. 
Gaudet married at 17, but after ten years, she divorced her husband on the grounds of his 
alcoholism. She raised her three children working as a seamstress. In her memoirs she wrote, 
"It was then that the Lord called me to the mission field and in trying to cheer the broken-
hearted I forgot my troubles. Three children were to be educated, and God helped me 
wonderfully to provide for them." 
  
Gaudet held a strong faith and a will to help those in need. Touched by a stranger's compassion 
for her own imprisoned son, Gaudet began visiting the parish prison to minister to those on 
death row. Over the eight years that she attended the penitentiary, by her own account, "over 
500 souls both Colored and White were converted to Christ, one became a preacher and 
another 1,100 pledged to live better lives." She regularly supplied the prisoners with clean 
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clothing for their court hearings, advocated for their better treatment, and for the Prison Reform 
Association. Gaudet fought for the release of prisoners she knew to be innocent and those that 
were not. Gaudet was highly regarded by the city Mayor and the prison staff; her work resulted 
in a significant reduction in the number of inmates. 
 
Gaudet fought for social justice and rallied against the devastating effect of alcohol in Black 
communities. She urged Blacks to pay poll taxes to maintain education for their children, as well 
as their right to vote. Frustrated by her experiences and the high level of youth imprisonment, 
Gaudet resolved that an education and a trade were the key to end the cycle of young adult 
incarceration. Gaudet wrote, "each child ought to be encouraged to have a purpose in life, some 
object in view to work up to." she proposed that every state should have a well-equipped 
industrial and agricultural school. 
  
Mortgaging her home for $200, Gaudet raised enough funds to travel to Scotland and Europe as 
a State delegate for the Women's Christian Temperance Union. She raised funds to start a 
school for "friendless and homeless colored children," which she viewed "would prevent this 
class from being sent to reformatories." Gaudet began attending the juvenile courts in New 
Orleans, taking up personal responsibility for youth arrested for vagrancy and misdemeanors. In 
1902, Gaudet's efforts materialized when several wealthy philanthropists, both white and Black, 
donated $5,000 to establish the Gaudet Normal and Industrial School of Black Youth. 
  
Gaudete continued to advocate for social reform. By 1919, her institution served as an 
orphanage and boarding school consisting of multiple buildings spread over 105 acres along 
Old Gentilly Road. She donated the facility to the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana while 
continuing as headmistress until 1921. The school continued until 1954 in its original format and 
was then re-established as a home for young African American children until 1966. 
  
Gaudete's 120-year legacy continues today through her many scholarships. Her trust, managed 
by the Board of Directors of the Episcopal Community Services, administers funds for the 
Gaudet scholarship program and other programs benefiting underserved children and families in 
the New Orleans and Baton Rouge Areas. The endowment fund currently supports St. Luke's 
Community Center on North Dorgenois Street, where a hall honors Frances Joseph-Gaudet. In 
2007, Frances Joseph-Gaudet was officially canonized a saint by the Episcopal church.  
  
Learn More 
  
Gaudet, Frances Joseph. (1913). He Leadeth Me. New Orleans: Louisiana Printing co.  
Available at the New Orleans Public Library 
 
The Frances Joseph Gaudet Fund in The Episcopal Diocese 
 
Frances Joseph-Gaudet’s Anti-Prison Vision and Communal Salvation as a PDF 
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Courageous Choices: A Sermon for the Feast of Blessed Frances Joseph Gaudet in The 
Episcopal Diocese 
 
  
Arthur Chapital  
 
Described as "stubborn, argumentative and cantankerous, but also utterly dedicated and 
completely honest," Arthur J. Chapital was born in New Orleans into a Catholic family in 1901 
and attended New Orleans public schools and Straight University. A postal worker for 38 years, 
Chapital assisted in organizing the National Alliance of Postal and Federal Employees (NAPE) 
and served as the union's branch president. While instrumental in increasing support for Postal 
and Federal employees, Chapital is renowned for his advocating for anti-segregation and 
equality throughout his involvement in The National Association for the Advancement of 
Coloured People (NAACP).  
 
The New Orleans branch of the NAACP was formally chartered on July 15th, 1915, and is the 
oldest continuously active branch, after Washington D.C.. Originating with 20 founding 
members, When the New Orleans branch began their work, they were limited to protest 
because Jim Crow laws prohibited most of the branches' founding members from voting. 
Organizing in the Tulane Avenue Baptist Church facilities, one of the branch's earliest actions to 
promote racial equality was presenting to Mayor Martin Behram a petition with more than 5,000 
signatures protesting the use of African American female prisoners as street cleaners. The New 
Orleans branch additionally protested the segregation intrinsic to the Plessy Decision. While 
challenging segregation on public transport and theatres, the New Orleans branch emphasized 
education and opportunities for African Americans affected by the segregation.  
 
Joining the NAACP in 1939, Chapital was elected to the executive board in 1941 and remained 
a mainstay to the New Orleans branch until he died in 1972. Considered a "part of the 
community's fabric," Chapital occupied varying positions within the NAACP over decades of 
service, including branch president between 1952 and 1962, and executive secretary in the late 
1960s. Characterized as a "turbulent but equally successful period," Chapital's leadership saw 
the New Orleans branch launch a political assault against segregated schools, public 
transportation, public parks and playgrounds, and public facilities; prompting the equally political 
response of a state court-order disbanding the New Orleans branch.  
 
Under Chapital's leadership, the branch took action against the segregated Louisiana State 
University in 1958, filing lawsuits to ensure the admittance of Black students. Chapital's 
leadership oversaw the 1954 McDonogh Day boycott, the integration of both City Park and 
Audubon Park, and in reactivating its youth council in 1960 set the stage for the next generation 
of Civil Rights activists. Putting himself on the front lines to better Black lives and New Orleans’ 
society, Arthur J. Chapital contributed to New Orleans's social, political, and economic 
improvement through his activism. 

Learn More 
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New Orleans Improvement League: Fighting for integration in the shadows of the NAACP in 
Amistad Research Center 

NAACP New Orleans Branch in Wikiwand 

New Orleans Improvement League records, 1955-1959 in Amistad Research Center at Tulane 

 
 
Current Name: General Early Street 
 

Jubal Anderson Early (1816-1894) was a Confederate general and early president of the 
Southern Historical Society, an organization that was integral in misshaping much of popular 
understanding of the Civil War. General Early Drive, formerly Louise Street, was renamed for 
the Confederate secessionist in 1951 under a city ordinance (18133) that remapped an entire 
section of the Gentilly Woods neighborhood. 
  
During the Civil War, Jubal Early served as a general in the Virginia Infantry, was ultimately 
promoted to Lieutenant in the Confederate Army, and fought against the Union and the United 
States in the battles of Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania Court House, and Cold Harbor. He fled the United States in the post-bellum period 
(to Cuba, Mexico, and Canada) and wrote a memoir, A Memoir of the Last Year of the War for 
Independence, in the Confederate States of America, that also served as a defense of the 
Confederacy. Early returned to Lynchburg, Virginia only after the Christmas Day pardons were 
offered by President Andrew Johnson in December 1868.  
 
He spent the remainder of his life building the “Lost Cause” narrative, a vision of U.S. history 
that presented slavery as a morally just institution, argued that the war and treason against the 
United States was a logical response from the Southern states to perceived threats to slavery 
by individuals, groups, and the U.S. Government; and provided a major cultural, political, and 
moral justification for the various violent violations against democracy and the constitutional 
rights of citizens that occurred after 1865. Early emphatically supported the segregationism and 
racism that accompanied this narrative, one that depicted the enslavement of human beings as 
beneficial to society. The eminent Civil War historian Gary Gallagher has argued that "no person 
North or South did more to influence nineteenth-century historiography of the Civil War."  
 
That historiography, which continues to influence textbooks and grand narratives that obscure 
slavery, its role in the treasonous insurrection, the damages wrought by the war, and the later 
refusal of states to abide by Constituional Amendments 14 and 15 was underwritten by Early’s 
white supremacy. He argued that “the conditions of domestic slavery, as existed in the South, 
had not only resulted in a great improvement in the moral and physical condition of the negro 
race, but had furnished a class of laborers as happy and contented as any in the world, if not 
more so.” 
  



 

39 

Aside from his role in moving the Southern Historical Society from New Orleans to its later home 
in Richmond, Virginia and the exorbitant salary he drew for endorsing the notoriously corrupt 
Louisiana Lottery Company, Early had little to no connection to the city of New Orleans. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Albert, Jesse, and Tom Dent  
 
Albert Walter Dent was born in 1904 in Atlanta, to a working class family, the son of a day 
laborer and a domestic servant.  
 
He graduated from Atlanta public schools and then from Morehouse in 1926, with a degree in 
accounting, which he had earned while also working as an auditor at the Atlanta Life Insurance 
Company, where he took a job as branch audit manager after graduation. In 1927, Dent moved 
to Texas, as vice president of the Safety Construction Company of Houston, where he would 
meet his future wife, Ernestine Jessie Covington. In 1931, he returned to Morehouse, serving as 
alumni secretary and director of the endowment campaign. While working at Morehouse, Dent 
met Will Alexander, then president of Dillard University, who appointed him as the first 
superintendent of Flint-Goodridge hospital in 1932.  
 
The newly organized teaching hospital would train nurses and doctors while serving the needs 
of New Orleans’ Black population, in 1932 the city had thirty-five licensed Black doctors and 
Flint-Goodridge was the only hospital where they could practice. By 1935, Dent was serving as 
both superintendent for the hospital and business manager for Dillard University and introduced 
the mothers club to encourage prenatal care and hospital delivery and the penny-a-day 
insurance program the next year. The penny-a-day plan guaranteed 21 days of hospitalization 
at Flint-Goodridge for a yearly premium of $3.65, giving low income Black residents access to 
healthcare and health insurance otherwise unavailable to them. In 1939 Dent was elected a 
fellow of the American College of Hospital Administrators, the first Black man so honored, 
despite all of this, his attempts at registering to vote in Louisiana were rejected three times. 
 
In 1941 Dent began his tenure as the second president of Dillard University, where he 
established the first accredited school of nursing in the state, built a 4.5 million dollar 
endowment, and recruited a talented and remarkably diverse faculty. Dent was selected as a 
US Delegate to the first World Health Assembly in 1944, served as president of the National 
Health Council from 1953-55, and was instrumental in the formation of the United Negro College 
Fund, an educational assistance scholarship organization that provides support to 41 historically 
black colleges and universities, and of which he served as chair from 1965-70. Locally, his 
efforts helped to integrate New Orleans’ public libraries, civil service, boy scouts, police force, 
public transportation, and public schools. 
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Ernestine Jessie Covington was born in 1904 in Houston, to Dr. Benjamin Jesse Covington 
MD and Jennie Bell Murphy Covington, co-founder of the Houston Commission on Interracial 
Cooperation. 
 
Musical from an early age, Dent began piano and violin lessons at five, as a teenager she 
performed with a women’s orchestra and for the Baptist Church. After graduating top in her 
class from Houston Public Schools, Covington moved to Ohio in 1920 to attend the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music and was later a fellow of the Juilliard Musical Foundation of New York 
before earning a Master’s degree in Piano from Oberlin in 1934. Throughout, she performed at 
recitals and on the radio while teaching music in Houston and chairing the piano department at 
Bishop College. She married Albert Walter Dent in 1931, and the couple moved to New Orleans 
the next year, when her husband was appointed Superintendent of Flint-Goodridge Hospital.  
 
In keeping with her upbringing, Dent quickly stepped into civic leadership in her adopted home; 
she was a charter member of the Flint-Goodridge Hospital Women’s Auxiliary, establishing the 
iconic Ebony Fashion Fair fundraiser in 1956, was a charter member of the Alpha Eta Sigma 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority at Dillard in 1936, and assisted in establishing two 
undergraduate chapters of Delta Sigma Theta, the Beta Gamma Chapter at Dillard University in 
1937 and the Gamma Alpha Chapter at Xavier University in 1940. From 1971 -76 Dent was a 
Board member of the New Orleans Philharmonic, working to integrate concerts and supporting 
minority musicians in efforts to get hired by symphony orchestras and in teaching positions. 
Classical concert pianist, educator and devoted community leader, Ernestine Jessie Covington 
Dent worked tirelessly to assist others throughout her career.,  
 
Thomas Covington Dent was born on March 20, 1932, to Albert Walter Dent and Ernestine 
Jessie Covington Dent, and was the oldest of their three sons.  
 
As a poet, essayist, playwright, teacher and oral historian, Dent was an active participant in the 
Black arts and civil rights movements; taking on the leadership of the Free Southern Theatre 
after the departure of its founders in 1966 and launching BLKARTSOUTH, a community writing 
and acting workshop, along with Kalamu ya Salaam. Dent was a leading literary figure in New 
Orleans, publishing two books of poetry, Magnolia Street (1976) and Blue Lights and River 
Songs (1982). He was also a prolific oral historian, spending 1991- 94 collecting narratives of 
the Civil Rights Era from 119 people across North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Florida, and Mississippi; creating an invaluable resource for future researchers and organizers, 
and culminating with the publication of his book, Southern Journey: A Return to the Civil Rights 
Movement in 1997. 
 
Learn More 
 
Richardson, J. (1996). Albert W. Dent: A Black New Orleans Hospital and University 
Administrator. Louisiana History: The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association, 37(3), 309-
323.  
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NOLA4Women: Jessie Covington Dent: Pianist, Community Leader and First Lady of Dillard 
University 
 
Tom Dent’s Southern Journey Oral History Collection 
 
 
Marcus Christian 
 
Marcus Bruce Christian was born on March 8, 1900, in Mechanicsville (now incorporated into 
Houma) in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. The son and grandson of teachers, Christian received 
his primary education at Houma Academy and an evening public school in New Orleans. 
Orphaned at thirteen, Christian moved to New Orleans in 1919 and lived there until his death on 
November 21, 1976.  
 
Christian composed some two thousand poems throughout his life. He contributed poetic, 
literary, and historical works to the Afro-American (Baltimore), the Pittsburgh Courier, 
Opportunity (National Urban League), Crisis (NAACP), the Dillard Arts Quarterly, the New 
Orleans States-Item, the New York Herald-Tribune, Phylon (the W.E.B. Du Bois founded 
scholarly journal of Atlanta University), and the Louisiana Weekly. Christian's poetry had 
conventional poetic themes such as nature, beauty, death, and unrequited love, but also 
confronted racial inequality, lynching, slavery, and segregation. 
 
Christian applied for a job with the Louisiana Federal Writers' Project (FWP) in 1935, and in 
1939, became supervisor of the Negro Division of the Louisiana FWP. Christian’s lack of a 
college degree made him distinct from his peers at what was known as the Dillard Project, but 
his poetry and tenacity impressed the white state director, Lyle Saxon. The writers of the Dillard 
Project contributed materials to all Louisiana FWP publications, and they took on the task of 
drafting a book on the history of Black life in the state entitled The Negro in Louisiana. While 
working for the FWP, a group of intellectual and artistic African-Americans, led by Christian, 
held an art exhibit at the YWCA. The name of this sponsoring group was Les Cenelles Society 
of Arts and Letters, and their mission was to promote the “further development of Race literature 
and folk-lore,” and perpetuate “the best traditions of culture among Negroes in Louisiana.” 
 
That a group of Black southerners held an art exhibit in the Deep South in the midst of Jim Crow 
suppression of Black expression is as extraordinary as the group that sponsored it. The name of 
Christian's group comes from a collection of poetry titled Les Cenelles. This 1845 anthology 
written by free men of color in New Orleans is recognized as the first anthology of African 
American poetry and is considered by historian Jerah Johnson one of the most momentous 
works of antebellum African-American literature. 

  
In 1943, Christian received a Julius Rosenwald Fellowship to pursue historical research on 
African Americans in Louisiana. When the FWP closed, Dillard University president Albert W. 
Dent appointed Marcus assistant librarian at Dillard. During this period, he also owned his own 
printing company. Christian's final monograph was the pathbreaking Ironworkers of Louisiana, 
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1718-1800 (1972), a study of the tradition of metallurgical skills and technology brought over by 
blacksmithing enslaved Africans to Louisiana and their connection to the beautiful ironwork 
throughout New Orleans famed neighborhoods. The book anticipated key trends in the study of 
the Atlantic World, the history of labor, and cultural anthropology by decades. From 1972 until 
he died in 1976, Christian held the post of special instructor in English and History at the 
University of New Orleans. 
 
In 1968, the Times-Picayune published Marcus Christian's poem "I am New Orleans" on the 
sesquicentennial edition's front page. Christian's poem stays relevant today, as evidenced by 
the 2020 publication of I Am New Orleans, a compilation of poetry featuring the work of 36 
contemporary poets. This collection is in the spirit of the 1845 Les Cenelles, a collection of Black 
poets in New Orleans. Marcus Christian is more than deserving of a street named in his honor, 
and renaming General Early Drive after Christian is ideal.  
 
Former Confederate General Jubal Anderson Early committed treason against the United 
States and later presided over the Southern Historical Society, an organization that was integral 
in misshaping much of the popular understanding of the Civil War. Christian spent his life 
correcting the revisionist and just plain sloppy history that Early and his associates promoted. 
As a federal employee, he worked tirelessly to tell the history of African Americans in Louisiana, 
and for the rest of his life, he championed civil rights. Replacing Early with Christian not only 
honors a scholar of New Orleans history, but it also recognizes all of the people who worked 
tirelessly in opposition to white supremacy and for the betterment of Black New Orleanians. 
 
Learn More 
 
Kalamu ya Salaam, ed. I Am New Orleans: 36 poets revisit Marcus Christian's definitive poem, 
(New Orleans: University of New Orleans Press, 2020). 
 
Marcus Christian, Negro Ironworkers of Louisiana, 1718-1800, Pelican Publishing (Gretna, 
Louisiana, 2002) 
 
Marcus Christian in 64 Parishes 
 
Marcus Christian Collection in Louisiana Digital Library 
 
  
 
Alice Dunbar-Nelson  

Alice Dunbar-Nelson was born in 1875 in New Orleans to a mother who was a seamstress and 
formerly enslaved and a white father who abandoned the family when she was still an infant. 
The first of her family to be born free after the Civil War, she commenced a teacher-training 
program at Straight College at fifteen years old. She graduated in 1892 and would go on to 
complete a masters degree at Cornell University in 1902. Dunbar-Nelson taught at all-Black 
Howard High School in Delaware for nearly a decade. 
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As a writer, Dunbar-Nelson was influenced and inspired by Langston Hughes, a key figure of 
the Harlem Renaissance which was ‘an outpouring of African American creativity in 1920s and 
1930s.’ Dunbar-Nelson’s early writings focused heavily on Louisiana Creole culture and history, 
with a particular focus on class and gender divisions.Through short stories and sketches, she 
conveys intimate images of life in New Orleans. By painting pictures of the individual lives of 
working people and street scenes, she evoked the petty grievances, small triumphs and real 
hardships of people experiencing life in the bustling city of New Orleans, and in doing so raised 
awareness and called for actions that lead to greater equality. 

Dunbar-Nelson’s works span approximately forty years including hundreds of articles, columns 
and essays for both the black and white press and publications. She used a diversity of 
platforms, including four novels, two collections of essays, poems, reviews and short stories, 
and two volumes of dramas, newspaper columns and oratory to draw attention to race relations. 
Her first book, ‘Violets and Other Tales’ was published as a collection of short stories in 1895. In 
the same year she published ‘The Goodness of St. Roque and Other Short Stories.’ Dunbar-
Nelson wrote articles and essays about race in America, including ‘People of Color in Louisiana’ 
and ‘These “Colored” United States,’ which were both published in The Journal of Negro History 
and The Messenger. She also had two newspaper columns; ‘As in a Looking Glass’ for the 
Washington Eagle and ‘From the Woman’s Point of View’ in the Pittsburgh Courier. 

Her poem, “I Sit and Sew” addressed the social limitations placed on women. “I Sit and Sew” is 
a war protest poem written and published by Dunbar-Nelson in 1918. This three-stanza, twenty-
one line poem juxtaposes images of a woman who is confronted with the prospect that she is 
unable to do any more for the war effort than idle women’s work like sitting and sewing with 
images of war scenes. During the final months of World War I, Dunbar-Nelson published a play 
titled Mine Eyes Have Seen. The one-act play presents the question of whether Black men have 
the responsibility to participate in fighting America’s foreign wars. Dunbar-Nelson explored 
issues surrounding the abuse of power against Blacks and themes of regaining autonomy and 
human dignity in the face of oppression. At the heart of this question was whether Black men 
should accept responsibility for military loyalty to a country that was not willing to treat African 
American citizens as equals.  

Dunbar-Nelson was a prolific writer, editor, businesswoman, evangelist, humanitarian, journalist, 
lecturer, poet, platform lecturer, political advocate, scholar, suffragist, social service worker, and 
teacher. She consistently championed women’s rights and the rights of African Americans in her 
work advocating women’s suffrage and social equality and advocating anti-lynching campaigns. 
For these many reasons she is more than worthy of the honor of having a street named after 
her. 

Learn More 

Alice Dunbar-Nelson in 64 Parishes 

Alice Moore Dunbar-Nelson in Poetry Foundation 
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An Unsung Legacy: The Work and Activism of Alice Dunbar Nelson in the Smithsonian Libraries 

Current Name: General Ogden Street 
 
Frederick Nash Ogden (1837-1886) was a Confederate soldier, leader of the 9th Louisiana 
Cavalry Regiment, and founder of the New Orleans chapter of the White League. The Crescent 
City White League, composed mostly of Confederate veterans, was formed in opposition to 
integration, the right of people to vote regardless of race, and with the purpose of violently 
overthrowing the democratically elected government of Louisiana. It promoted white supremacy 
in the New Orleans city and Louisiana state governments.  
 
Ogden led first the failed insurrection of the Cabildo Raid, and then the attempted coup at the 
Battle of Liberty Place. This violent insurrection and organized action by the White League 
sought to replace the elected Republican Governor William Pitt Kellogg with John McEnery, a 
pro-segregation Democrat. Over 1,000 members of the White League fought against the New 
Orleans Metropolitan Police, which was integrated and included police officers of color. The 
local and state police were quickly overtaken by the military force of the White League, and 
within hours the city was in the White League’s control. The White League held control of the 
city for three days, until federal troops intervened, and Governor Kellogg was reinstated.   
 
Frederick Nash Ogden continued to be a supporter of white supremacy in local government until 
his death in 1886. His funeral was a massive affair. It was attended by leading politicians 
including former Louisiana Governor Nicholls and then current New Orleans mayor Joseph 
Guillotte. Mayor Guillotte, who was himself a member of the White League and a participant at 
the Battle of Liberty Place, went so far as to close Criminal and Civil District Court along with 
City Hall out of respect for General Ogden, and encouraged councilmembers and city 
employees to attend his funeral. According to the Daily Picayune, “The funeral was intended to 
be a quiet, unassuming affair but the people willed it otherwise, and leading citizens, society 
belles, State, City, and Federal officials and many others formed in line and followed the body to 
the grave (5/27/1886).” This funeral precession and the reverence the city continued to bestow 
upon Ogden highlights how deeply entrenched white supremacist ideologies went hand in hand 
with the eagerness to violently oppose democracy and the constitutional rights of citizens. In 
1894, City Ordinance CS9411 changed Jackson Street to General Ogden Street in his honor.    
 
No participants in the Battle of Liberty Place were ever charged. In fact, members of the White 
League were memorialized through a monument erected by the city government of New 
Orleans in 1891. The monument was dedicated to the “martyrs” and “heroic soldiers” of the 
Crescent City White League who lost their lives during the Battle of Liberty Place (The Daily 
Picayune, 9/15/1891). The city rallied around the dedication of this monument and held a public 
parade in celebration of the White League and their cause. The monument was declared a 
nuisance in 1993 and moved away from its location at the foot of Canal St.—the symbolic heart 
of the city. In 2017 it was permanently removed from public view.  
 
Potential Names 
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Herman Midlo   
 
Herman L. Midlo was a civil rights lawyer who represented workers in local labor disputes in the 
1930s and Black New Orleanians during segregation. Midlo emigrated from Poland in 1906 with 
his family, escaping Russian repression of Jews and “radicals.” “Cossacks used to go through 
the towns, beat up the town almost like the Ku Klux Klan. It was terrible,” he recalled in a 1978 
interview. The family moved first to Frankfurt and then to the United States, arriving in New 
Orleans in 1914. New Orleans drew relatively few Eastern European Jews, but Midlo’s father 
was a tailor and found work in a shop where the younger Midlo also worked after school. Midlo 
attended McDonough 13 before a brief move to Chicago.   
 
After WWI, the family returned to New Orleans and Herman Midlo attended Warren Easton 
night school and Loyola University and Law School. He worked at his father’s tailor shop on 
Rampart Street and attended law classes at night. “At one time we had fifty tailor shops on 
Rampart Street, I think 90% of them were Jewish,” he told an interviewer. Among the clientele 
were Black sugarcane workers, arriving after grinding season with money to spend on new 
suits. According to Midlo, he “got mixed up with the liberal elements” around 1934.  
 
In the 1930s, shrimp workers in Violet, LA enlisted his help during a strike which was eventually 
crushed by then-District Attorney Leander Perez. Midlo also represented textile workers, farm 
laborers, and transport workers. A priest in Assumption Parish enlisted Midlo to fight plantation 
owners keeping Black children at work in the fields instead of allowing them to attend school. 
The court required planters to comply with the law, but the priest was removed from his post as 
a result.   
 
Midlo recalled being escorted by a highway patrolman when we went to Plaquemines Parish to 
file suit but did not experience pressure about his civil rights work in the city: “New Orleans is a 
sort of metropolitan town.” Midlo’s firm had many Black clients: “Coming from Europe like I did, 
we didn’t have the color complex, you know.  It didn’t bother me any.  We used to represent 
whoever came around.” He also worked with A.P. Tureaud on an unsuccessful effort to 
eliminate capital punishment.  
 
Herman Midlo raised his family on S. Carrollton Avenue, close to what is now General Ogden 
Street. When asked what made him stay in New Orleans, Midlo replied, “It was interesting.  I’m 
determined and I don’t run away from trouble.”  After his death, Midlo’s wife Ethel, with the help 
of his daughter, Gwendolyn Midlo Hall, funded the Midlo Center for New Orleans Studies at the 
University of New Orleans in his name. The Center’s primary focus is the study of civil rights in 
the city.  
 
Learn More 
 
Taylor, Kenneth William-Moran, "Herman L. Midlo: Social Ally in Louisiana Religious Civil 
Rights" (2019). University of New Orleans Theses and Dissertations. 2647.  
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About Us - The Ethel & Herman L. Midlo Center in The University of New Orleans 
 
 
 
Sarah Towles Reed  
 
Sarah Towles Reed founded the local affiliate of the American Federation of Teachers union in 
New Orleans. As an outspoken advocate of women’s rights, educational reform, labor and racial 
justice, she fought for academic freedom and economic justice throughout her long public life. 
From the time she graduated from Sophie Newcomb College in 1904 until her retirement in 
1951, her work on behalf of New Orleans teachers frequently provoked authorities, who 
attempted to discredit her more than once. 
 
Sarah Butler Towles, born on March 8, 1882, at Ouida Plantation near St. Francisville in West 
Feliciana Parish, was the daughter of Sarah Butler Ker and Daniel Towles. As a child, Sarah 
Towles moved to New Orleans with her family, and in 1900 enrolled in Newcomb College. In 
1906, she earned a master’s degree from Tulane and, in 1925, a law degree from Loyola 
University. She never practiced law, but she used her legal acumen to advance the interests of 
her colleagues in the New Orleans teaching corps. 
 
Sarah Towles Reed founded the local affiliate of the American Federation of Teachers union in 
New Orleans. As an outspoken advocate of women’s rights, educational reform, labor and racial 
justice, she fought for academic freedom and economic justice throughout her long public life. 
From the time she graduated from Sophie Newcomb College in 1904 until her retirement in 
1951, her work on behalf of New Orleans teachers frequently provoked authorities, who 
attempted to discredit her more than once. 
 
In her first public campaign on behalf of public school teachers during the 1920s, Reed 
demanded an end to the customary practice of paying women teachers less than their male 
counterparts. Beginning with the salary equalization struggle, which culminated in a legislative 
act passed in 1928 prohibiting sex discrimination in salaries, she became the most visible 
activist in the women teachers’ fight for economic justice. In 1925, Reed helped found a 
teachers’ association, the New Orleans Public School Teachers Association (NOPSTA) and, in 
1934, spearheaded the effort to organize a new union, the Classroom Teachers Federation 
(CTF), Local 353, of the American Federation of Teachers, AFL. Reed continued to serve as 
NOPSTA’s legislative liaison even after the new union was formed; for nearly fifty years, she 
never missed a session of the state legislature. 
 
When the legislature passed a tenure bill for New Orleans teachers in 1936, Reed and her allies 
experienced one of their greatest victories. That same year, they also succeeded in overturning 
the prohibition against employing married women teachers, an impressive accomplishment in 
light of the strong national prejudice against the employment of married women during the Great 
Depression. It was a significant personal victory for Reed, who had been married sometime 
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between 1918 and 1921 and was forced to keep it secret, since women teachers who married 
would be automatically fired. Her husband was killed in a car accident in 1921. 
 
It was also during the Depression that Reed began to promote interracial cooperation among 
teachers. Reed actively worked with African American teachers for salary raises and 
unionization, thereby earning the animosity of many within the white New Orleans educational 
establishment. In 1948, the school superintendent, tired of Reed’s activism, brought her before 
the Orleans Parish School Board for a hearing on charges of “not stressing the American way of 
life as superior in every respect to Communism or other ‘isms’.” She insisted on a public 
hearing. The overwhelming support of teachers, students and community members forced the 
board to exonerate Reed of the fraudulent charges. 
 
Even in retirement, Reed remained outspoken and active. She continued to fight for teachers, 
leading several battles involving retirement benefits and pay raises, until illness forced her to 
withdraw from public life in 1972. 
 
Author: Leslie Gale Parr, permission to reprint from 64 Parishes, Louisiana Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
 
Learn More 
 
DeVore, Donald E., and Joseph Logsdon. Crescent City Schools: Public Education in New 
Orleans, 1841–1991. Lafayette: Center for Louisiana Studies, University of Southwestern 
Louisiana, 1991. 
 
Parr, Leslie Gale. A Will of Her Own: Sarah Towles Reed and the Pursuit of Democracy in 
Southern Public Education. Athens: The University of Georgia Press, 1998. 
 
Sarah Towles Reed in 64 Parishes 
 
 
John Alexander St. Cyr  
 
Johnny St. Cyr was born in New Orleans on April 17, 1890. In his autobiography, Jazz As I 
Remember It, St. Cyr wrote that he made his first guitar from a cigar box and fishing line, before 
graduating to playing on his mother’s guitar. He met Jules Baptiste through his brother and was 
invited to sit in with the band playing fish fries and house parties. Baptiste offered initial lessons 
and St. Cyr began studying the solo or Spanish guitar as he apprenticed for a career as a 
plasterer in 1905.  

When Joe Brooks left the Olympia Band for the Imperial, St. Cyr took his place but was left 
behind in New Orleans when the Olympia went out on the national vaudeville circuit. He first 
came into prominence playing with the Kid Ory band from 1914 to 1916, playing house parties 
in the Irish Channel and in the cabarets and saloons of Storyville while working as a plasterer 
around town. Beginning in 1917, however, he was a full time musician, performing on the 
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Mississippi riverboats with a band organised by the pianist Fate Marable making thirty dollars a 
week at the New Orleans end of the circuit and fifty-two fifty a week in St. Louis. 

In 1923, St. Cyr moved to Chicago, playing banjo with King Oliver’s Creole Jazz Band at Lincoln 
Gardens and becoming one of the best-known banjo and guitar players of the early Jazz period. 
In 1925 he joined Louis Armstrong’s renowned quintet the Hot Five and then in 1926 the Hot 
Seven. They were primarily a recording outfit, responsible for many acclaimed early jazz and 
“race records” which shaped the form of the genre, “Gut Bucket Blues” in 1925 in which St. Cyr 
features in a solo, urged each member to “do that thing,” and Armstrong’s vocal solos on the 
tune “Heebie Jebbies” became famous for the art of improvised scatting. St. Cyr also joined 
Jelly Roll Morton’s recording band Red Hot Peppers, in 1926 playing banjo on “Black Bottom 
Stomp,” “Original Jelly Roll Blues,” “Doctor Jazz,” and “Dead Man Blues.” 

Laid off in 1929 as the Great Depression hit, St Cyr returned to New Orleans in 1930, working 
as a plasterer while playing with Paul Barbarin and Alphonse Picou. He won the “Record 
Changer” all-time all-star poll as a banjoist in 1951 and in 1954 began recording under his own 
name on the American Music label. He moved to Los Angeles in 1955 and returned to music full 
time, performing with the Young Men from New Orleans on the Mark Twain riverboat at 
Disneyland until his death in 1966. 

 
Learn More 

Johnny St. Cyr in Music Rising at Tulane 

Interview with Johnny St. Cyr in Cultural Equity Archive 

JAZZ: AS I REMEMBER IT - JOHNNY ST. CYR in DoctorJazz 

How Johnny St. Cyr Learned to Play Guitar on YouTube 

 
 
 
Current Name: Forshey Street 

Caleb Goldsmith Forshey (1812-1881) was a civil engineer and city surveyor who, in 1848, 
constructed a hydrologic station that measured the flow of the Mississippi River in the City of 
Carrollton between 1848 and 1855. Forshey enlisted in the Confederate Army in 1861. Given 
his expertise, Forshey requested and received a commission, and, at age 48, became a major 
in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. Forshey served in the Texas Coastal 
Defense, where he worked as an engineer and construction supervisor for important defense 
works, including Fort Esperanza. Forshey made at least two trips to Richmond, Virginia, the 
Confederate capital, to carry out official tasks.  

In January 1863, Forshey served in a clerical capacity during the Confederate’s recapture of 
Galveston, after which he was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers. After a final stint at 
Burr’s Ferry, Louisiana in 1864, Forshey effectively retired. At news of what he thought was the 
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assassination of both President Lincoln and Secretary of State William Seward, Forshey 
declared “the world is…rid of the two blodeist [sic] men of this war,” and that John Wilkes Booth 
possessed “the patriotic motive to rid the world of tyrants”. Forshey died in Carrollton, Louisiana, 
in 1881. 

Forshey Street, located in Hollygrove and Gert Town, was formerly known as Macarty, taken 
from the Macarty Plantation (sometimes spelled McCarty) on which enslaved people produced 
sugar. It was named for Forshey in 1924 with the passage of Ordinance CCS7742, the same 
ordinance that named streets for Robert E. Lee  and other Confederate “heroes” of the Lost 
Cause as well as Sophie. B. Wright. 

 
 
Potential Names 
 
Sister Gertrude Morgan 
 
Sister Gertrude Morgan, born Gertrude Williams, was an African-American artist, musician, 
poet, and preacher. Born in Lafayette, Alabama in 1900, she moved to New Orleans in 1939. 
Scholar Emily Suzanne Clark discusses Morgan’s divine mission, noting that she “received her 
second prophetic revelation from God [in 1937], who told her ‘Go-o-o-o-o, Preacher, tell it to the 
World.’ Belonging to a Baptist Church in Columbus, Georgia, and later adopting traditions from 
the Holiness Sanctified Black tradition upon reaching New Orleans, Morgan made this message 
her life motto, adopted the title Sister, and tenaciously ministered until her death in 1980.”  
 
According to a biography presented by Christie’s in 2020 for the sale of three of her paintings, 
shortly after arriving in New Orleans she quickly “became a fixture in the French Quarter, 
jangling her tambourine and exhorting the public to ‘wake up and hear about Jesus.’” She also 
founded, along with Mother Margaret Parker and Sister Cora Williams, an orphanage in Lower 
Gentilly. After the 1955 death of Williams she left the orphanage and, in 1957, established the 
Everlasting Gospel Mission at 5444 North Dorgenois Street in the Lower Ninth Ward. Around 
this same time she began to paint as part of her evangelizing mission, for which she had 
received a “revelation that declared her the Bride of Christ.” Elaine Yau calls this second calling 
“a joyous transformation that signified [her] spiritual union with her “Redeemer” and a moment 
she marked by adopting all-white clothing.” Her folk art often focused on the New Jerusalem. 
Self-taught and considering her work an extension of her mission, her paintings, offered partially 
through the attention of art dealer Larry Borenstein in 1960, began to garner significant local 
and national attention. 
  
The Ogden Museum of Southern Art, which displayed Morgan’s work in a 2019 show called 
Vernacular Voices, noted that “Morgan painted biblical themes to illustrate her gospel teachings, 
working with any available materials at hand when the ‘spirit’ moved her.” Prior to that, the New 
Orleans Museum of Art mounted “the first comprehensive retrospective exhibition of the work of 
Sister Gertrude Morgan” in 2005. The program of the show, Tools of Her Ministry further notes: 
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“Transcending the cultural barriers between art, institutional religion and individual spirituality, 
Morgan's life and art combine the African American tradition of autonomous religious expression 
with a remarkable inherent artistic sensibility. Her actions were not uncommon; there were 
hundreds of African American women who felt the call to preach and founded their own 
independent missions during the great urban migrations of the 1920s.” 
  
After denouncing her painting as distracting to her evangelizing mission, Morgan turned to 
music, cutting an album in 1970 called Let’s Make a Record that also received praise from 
critics. According to Clark, both “her paintings and music denoted a message of urgency and 
pointed to a unique, literal interpretation of the apocalyptic books of the Bible.” Elaine Yau 
argues that “[t]hough visual art is unusual within Pentecostal expressive practices and Morgan 
lacked formal training in art, her works communicate ecstatic themes in the improvisational and 
musical style characteristic of this faith tradition.” Morgan’s lasting influence on African 
American traditions of art, music, and religion mark her as a compelling and worthy figure for 
honor. 
 
Learn More 
 
Celebrating Black History Month: Highlighting the Work of Sister Gertrude Morgan Ogden 
Museum, Vernacular Voices 
 
Women and Migration - 42. The Sacred Migration of Sister Gertrude Morgan in Open Edition 
Books 
 
Sister Gertrude Morgan in National Gallery of Art 
 
TOOLS OF HER MINISTRY: The Art of Sister Gertrude Morgan in Resource Library from New 
Orleans Museum of Art 
 
 
 
Virginia Collins  
 
Virginia Evalena Young Collins was born in 1915 in Plaquemines Parish, the eldest of fifteen 
children in a “real radical” family, she learned the importance of activism in her childhood. Her 
father, the Rev. William Arthur Young Sr., was a follower of Marcus Garvey, campaigned 
against the poll tax, and strongly supported education as a political as well as personal 
necessity.   
 
Educated as a teacher and nurse, Young married another teacher, James Collins Sr., when her 
husband was teaching in Bayou Goula, she worked as a home demonstration agent for a New 
Deal project, showing an integrated group of women how to can and preserve vegetables until 
local police broke up the group and demanded segregated classes. She joined the Women’s 
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International League for Peace and Freedom, along with local groups that promoted quality 
education for Black children, voting rights, and access to public accommodations.  
 
In 1938, Young became involved with the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, an 
integrated group of southern leftists and New Dealers and remained an active member of their 
educational wing, Southern Conference Educational Fund for decades; helping to reconstitute 
the organization's records after the 1963 raid by the Louisiana Joint Legislative Committee on 
Un-American Activities. The raid and ensuing court cases helped to make SCEF very popular in 
the Black community. 
 
When her children were young, Collins balanced raising them, her work as an activist and a day 
job as a nurse caring for prematurely born babies at Charity Hospital. She also organized 
massive voter registration drives and voter education schools as assistant director for the 
Coordinating Council of Greater New Orleans, and participated in two seminal events of the civil 
rights movement: the 1963 March on Washington and the 1965 Alabama march from Selma to 
Montgomery. While all ten of her children would participate in, and several be arrested during, 
the Civil Rights movement, her son Walter may have followed most closely in his mother's 
footsteps, registering voters with SNCC and serving as SCEF staff before having his student 
draft deferment revoked as he worked on his PhD and his conscientious objector status denied 
by an all-white draft board leading to a conviction and federal prison time. He was later 
pardoned by President Jimmy Carter.  
 
In the 1970s Collins served as a vice-president of the Republic of New Africa (RNA) briefly 
changing her name to Dara Abubakari, was a national board member of the Women's 
International League of Peace and Freedom (WILPF), and a member of the executive board of 
the National Committee for Amnesty Now.  In her Hollygrove neighborhood, Collins pushed for 
the establishment of Conrad Playground and was a longtime PTA president at McDonogh No. 
35 High School. Collins, who was a private duty nurse until her retirement in the 1950s, was a 
founder of the Reparations Committee of Descendants of United States Slaves. She died in 
2011. 
 
Learn More 
 
Virginia Collins interview, Part 5 Kim Lacy Rogers Civil Rights Oral History Collection, Amistad 
Research Center. 
 
The Collins Case: Repression and the Draft | News Harvard Crimson1972 
 
Virginia Collins Interview in Stanford Libraries 
 
Audley Moore, Black Women's Activism, and Nationalist Politics available as a PDF 
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Buddy Bolden  
 

Few figures in New Orleans history are so elusive and yet so essential as that of Charles 
“Buddy” Bolden. Born in 1877, to Westmore Bolden, who died when Buddy was young, and 
Alice Harris, who supported the family after her husband’s death by taking in laundry at their 
Central City home. In classic New Orleans tradition, Bolden’s first lessons on the coronet came 
from a neighbor, Manuel Hall. His musical context was shaped by the Baptist spirituals and 
shouts of his religious upbringing, the brass bands and military formations that endured after the 
war, and the varied musical traditions of a neighborhood of immigrants and migrants, where 
many Black anglophone residents had made their homes after fleeing plantations during and 
after the Civil War.  
 
His band coalesced by 1895, originally led by guitarist Charles Galloway, though Bolden’s bold 
personality on and off the coronet quickly made him the frontman for the group. Performing at 
parades and dances, picnics and union halls, and back of town clubs and bars where blunt, and 
even raunchy, Bolden numbers like “Get Out of Here and Go Home” and “Funky Butt” were 
likely inspired and certainly performed. By 1902 the band was playing a crowded enough 
schedule that King Bolden had given up his job as a laborer and was playing music full time. His 
boisterous performances feature heavily in the reminiscences of contemporary and later jazz 
greats including Jelly Roll Morton, Sidney Bechet, and Louis Armstrong. 
 
But in 1906, Bolden’s musical career came to a grinding halt. An illness in March of that year 
confined him to bed for several weeks, and on the 28th of that month the New Orleans Daily 
States reported his arrest for frantically attacking his mother as she tried to administer medicine 
that Bolden had come to believe was poison. His mental health deteriorated over the next year, 
punctuated by arrests in September 1906 and March 1907 and his confinement in June 1907 to 
a state mental hospital in Jackson, Louisiana with a diagnosis of dementia praecox, possibly 
due to the intervention of Mayor Martin Behrman. 
 
In the space provided by Bolden’s absence, his legend grew. Much like Bras Coupe nearly a 
century before, wild stories were told and written, musical tributes paid, and until Donald M. 
Marquis’ authoritative 1977 biography, few hard facts were confirmed. No recordings of Bolden 
have ever been found, no interviews were ever published, a few mentions of his arrests by and 
a single 1905 photograph is the sum of formal documentary evidence for Bolden’s life. An 
improviser, Bolden left no written music, but the legacy he left was the shape and sound of New 
Orleans jazz. 
 
 
Learn More 
 
Marquis, Donald M. In Search of Buddy Bolden: First Man of Jazz. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 1977. 
 
Buddy Bolden in 64 Parishes 
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Buddy Bolden, the father of jazz, left no known recorded music, but his home still stands in 
Central City in Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans 
 
 
Charles "Buddy" Bolden in Music Rising at Tulane 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Leonidas Street 
 
Born in Raleigh, North Carolina, Leonidas K. Polk’s (1806-1864) greatest distinction was his 
tenure as Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Louisiana from 1841 until 1861, when he resigned as 
Bishop to accept a commission in the army of the Confederate States of America. Polk may 
have originally envisioned a military career, leaving the University of North Carolina after two 
years in 1823 to enroll in the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He graduated from 
West Point in 1827 but after being baptized during his final year at the academy, he chose to 
enter the Virginia Theological Seminary with a view to taking a religious vocation.   
 
Ordained to the priesthood in 1830, Polk served churches in Virginia and Tennessee before 
being appointed Missionary Bishop of the Southwest in 1838.  In this role Polk had the 
responsibility of founding and supporting Protestant Episcopal churches and religious 
communities seeking to become churches west of the Mississippi River, in areas now located 
mostly in Louisiana and Texas.  When the Episcopal Church in Louisiana became formally 
organized as the Diocese of Louisiana in 1841, Polk was elected as its first Bishop. 
 
Polk married Frances Anne Devereaux in 1830. Over the next thirty years, between their 
marriage and the Civil War, the Polk family claimed ownership over a hundred enslaved African-
Americans in both Tennessee and Louisiana. Bishop Polk also played a leading role in founding 
the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee in 1857.  Founders and benefactors of that 
institution envisioned it as a regional Protestant university that could provide an elite post-
secondary education in an environment which fully supported southern states’ commitment to 
preserving their economy and society based on racial slavery. Polk did not survive the Civil War, 
dying in combat against the United States at Pine Mountain, Georgia in June 1864.   
 
Polk was committed to white supremacy and the legitimacy of racial slavery, with the violence 
they entailed, even as he was also committed to religious conversion and systematic Christian 
teaching for people enslaved.  In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, proponents of 
the “Lost Cause” uplifted his legacy as a Confederate officer—an arguably ordinary military 
career—because a high-profile Christian leader added symbolic moral sanction to their white 
supremacist views, their downplaying of the preservation of slavery as the main political goal of 
the Confederacy, and their active circumvention of the 14th and 15th Amendments.  
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Polk Street—a block away from Van Buren Street—is almost certainly named for President 
James K. Polk, who along with Van Buren was a mid-19th-century U.S. President from the 
Democratic Party. 
 
Leonidas Street is likely named for Bishop Leonidas Polk; with earliest references to a street by 
this name occurring in the late 1800s. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Rev. Samson Skip Alexander 

Reverend Samson “Skip” Alexander was born on July 30, 1930, in Gert Town, New Orleans, to 
a fourteen-year-old mother. Raised predominantly by his maternal grandmother, Alexander 
graduated from Booker T Washington high school before enlisting in the U.S Air Force in 1947 
at age sixteen. Alexander aided in desegregating the Lowry Air Force Base. While serving in the 
military, Alexander became interested in photography, gaining formal training in this craft in both 
the United States and while stationed in Japan. Alexander served in the Korean War before 
receiving an honorable discharge from the Air Force. 

Alexander was newly reentering civilian life following the murder of Emmett Till in 1955. He 
would later attribute his heavy involvement in civil rights actions to this event. Alexander was 
present in many of the largest local and national protests and demonstrations of the 1950s. He 
first became involved in the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL-CIO), a union whose support for the Civil Rights Movement was integral 
during a period when the movement lacked significant donors and public backing. Alexander 
was an organizer of the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955. He attended the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, the Selma to Montgomery March for Voting Rights, and was 
present at the founding of the SCLC. His strong engagement in civil rights action garnered the 
activist the NAACP Young Man of the Year Award in 1959. Through his union work, Alexander 
was a key figure in the 1968 Memphis Sanitation Strike. On a local level, Alexander led many 
local boycotts, protests, and strikes within Louisiana, fighting injustice for Black residents of New 
Orleans. Alexander organized sit-ins which were integral in desegregation of stores and lunch 
counters along Canal Street as well as the New Orleans U.S Customs House. 

Rev. Alexander’s photography is lauded for documenting the Civil Rights Movement from a 
perspective distinct to that of traditional news media. Alexander’s photography notably 
chronicled Martin Luther King Jr.’s 1957 trip to New Orleans to establish the foundations of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Despite not being credited with their creation, his 
most famous photographs are the images of Coretta Scott King and her children at King’s 
funeral in 1968. Alexander’s collection of works also includes images of many civil rights 
activists from Louisiana ranging from Reverend A.L Davis, a founding member of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), to Ernest Marcelle Jr., the first Black state trooper in 
Louisiana. Alexander continued to document the Civil Rights Movement into his later years; in 
2012 he captured the parade marking Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.  
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Reverend Alexander was an active minister from the 1970s on and preached across New 
Orleans. He participated in the Total Community Action and the Neighborhood Youth Corps. 
Alexander founded the political organization Blacks United For Lasting Leadership and served 
as an international representative for the AFL-CIO. “Skip” Alexander was also the first Black 
announcer on New Orleans television. The Urban League of Greater New Orleans honored 
Alexander’s decades-long commitment to Civil Rights in 2018. Reverend Alexander died in 
2019 in New Orleans.  

Learn More 

Civil Rights documentarian, Rev. Samson Alexander, dies | New Orleans' Multicultural News 
Source, Louisiana Weekly 

Martin Luther King's photographer, friends share stories of his life on WWL TV 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF REVEREND SAMSON ``SKIP'' ALEXANDER in the 
Congressional Records 

 
 
Mahalia Jackson  

Mahalia Jackson was a gospel singer, a civil rights advocate, and renowned ambassador for her 
hometown of New Orleans. Jackson is known as the most influential figure in the history of 
Black gospel music and is commonly referred to as the “Queen of Gospel.”[1] 

Mahalia Jackson was born in New Orleans in 1911 and was raised in the Carrollton 
neighborhood. Several family members were entertainers and they would share music 
recordings with young Mahalia. From a young age, Jackson was a dedicated singer and her 
favorite place to sing was church. She was baptized at the age of 12 and regularly sang in the 
choirs at Plymouth Rock Baptist Church and Mount Moriah Baptist Church.    

Jackson moved to Chicago in the early 1930s and toured and sang with the Johnson Gospel 
Choir in local and national churches. In 1948, Jackson signed with the Apollo recording label. 
Her 1948 song “Move on Up a Little Higher” sold eight million copies. Other successful 
recordings made by Jackson include “Amazing Grace” (1947) and “Let the Power of the Holy 
Fall on Me” (1949).  During the early 1950s, Jackson performed at Carnegie Hall, the first 
Gospel singer to do so. A few years later, she toured Europe and garnered global attention for 
Gospel more generally. Her renown and influence continued when she commenced a CBS 
radio series and signed to Columbia Records in 1954. 

Throughout these years she was an active participant in the Civil Rights Movement. Jackson 
performed at several protest events, most famously the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom in 1963. Jackson played an integral role in Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech at that rally  by encouraging him to speak off-script. King said of his friend with the 
contralto that “a voice like this one comes not once in a century, but once in a millennium.[3]  
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During the 1960s and 70s, Jackson performed at other large events, including John F. 
Kennedy’s presidential inauguration in 1961 and Martin Luther King Jr.’s funeral in 1968. 
Jackson sang gospel music with Louis Armstrong at the Newport Jazz Festival in 1971. 
Jackson’s performances were often described as an encouragement to spiritual transformation 
in her audiences to embark on a spiritual transformation.[5] Her individualized voice inspired 
listeners to appreciate religious music. She has been regarded as encouraging listeners to 
understand the African American experience. 

Throughout her incredible career Jackson received numerous awards and honours. She won 
multiple Grammy Awards, including the inaugural prize in the Gospel category. Jackson’s close 
link to her hometown New Orleans is recognized with her induction into the Louisiana Music Hall 
of Fame and the naming of Mahalia Jackson Theatre of Performing Arts in 1973. Jackson 
passed away on January 27, 1972. 

 

Learn More 
 
Thompkins, Gwen. 2019. "Gospel Queen on the King’s Highway". National Public Radio 
 
How Mahalia Jackson defined the ‘I Have a Dream’ speech, BBC 
 
Mahalia Jackson on New Orleans Historical 
 
Jackson, M., & Wylie, E. M. L. (1966). Movin[g] on up: By Mahalia Jackson with Evan 
M[a]cLeod Wylie. 
 
 
 
Marva Wright 
 
Marva Wright was born in New Orleans in 1948. Her father was a minister and her mother often 
sang gospel and played piano for the church’s choir at Greater St. Stephen Baptist Church in 
Central City. From an early age Marva often joined her mother, recording a version of “I Walk 
With the King” at age nine. In school she took home top honors in singing competitions but did 
not pursue a professional music career. She attended Southern University Baton Rouge and 
then came home to New Orleans where she worked as a secretary at Eleanor McMain 
Secondary School. 
  
During these years she continued to sing gospel on the side but rarely thought of pursuing her 
musical vocation as a profession. Like many New Orleans musicians—then and now—the idea 
of actually making a living off her incredible musical talent seemed elusive and unlikely, a fact 
that was even more pronounced for those who worked in the gospel tradition. In 1987, and to 
help support her family,she began to sing on Bourbon Street at the Old Absinthe Bar, mixing 
gospel with classic bawdy blues numbers from singers like Gertrude “Ma” Rainey and her own 
signature versions of songs like Aretha Franklin’s “Dr. Feelgood.” 
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Bourbon Street proved more than just an avenue to a second income for Ms. Wright. Within 
three years her voice and incredible presence began to garner international renown. She 
debuted to the world as part of the television performances for Super Bowl XXV in New Orleans, 
gaining a devotee in 60 Minutes correspondent Ed Bradley who continued to encourage her 
global career. 
  
Over the next two decades she became one of the most popular ambassadors of New Orleans 
music to the world, performing from South America to Europe, with a stop at the White House to 
perform for President Bill Clinton as well. She released more than a dozen albums during this 
time and frequently added her vocals to albums and performances by musicians as diverse as 
Bobby McFerrin, Joe Cocker, Allen Toussaint, and Glen Campbell. 
  
After she lost her house in Hurricane Katrina and was forced to evacuate for a year, she 
released one of the first blues albums to address the disaster, “After the Levees Broke,” which 
was lauded for its powerful but subtle reimagining of songs like “A Change is Gonna Come,” 
and originals like “Katrina Blues” and “The Levee is Breaking Down.”  During this time she also 
began performing with the Voice of the Wetlands All-Stars, an ensemble of some of Louisiana’s 
most talented musicians devoted to bringing global attention to global warming, coastal erosion, 
and the dangers they posed to the state's people and way of life. 
  
By the time of her passing in 2010, she was widely renowned as “the blues queen of New 
Orleans.” 
  
Learn More 
 
Marva's Bio  
 
New Orleans blues singer Marva Wright dies at 62 in the Times Picayune 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Calhoun Street 
 
John C. Calhoun was born in South Carolina in 1782. His political career began in 1808 when 
he was elected to the SC State Legislature, then to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1811, 
An ardent nationalist in these years, President James Monroe appointed him Secretary of War 
in 1817. Politically ambitious, he was elected Vice President under John Quincy Adams in 1824  
and reelected to that office under Andrew Jackson in 1828. In the 1830s his nationalism gave 
way to an equally ardent southern sectionalism. In 1831 Calhoun’s open support for so-called 
nullification led to his resignation as Vice President.  Nullification is the theory that a state or 
local government could nullify a federal law, an idea that has been rejected as unconstitutional 
multiple times in the 19th and 20th Centuries by the U.S. Supreme Court, including in Bush v. 
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Orleans Parish School Board, the 1960 decision striking down New Orleans’ attempt at 
continuing school desegregation.  
 
Following his resignation from the vice presidency he was immediately elected to the U.S. 
Senate from SC where he became the champion of the defense of the white South, the 
institution of slavery, and the political theories that underwrote secession and treason; roles he 
embraced until his death in 1850. He advocated a defense of slavery as a positive good, a 
position reflected in this Senate speech: 
  

         We of the South will not, cannot surrender our institutions. To 
maintain the existing relations between the two races inhabiting 
that section of the Union is indispensable to the peace and 
happiness of both. . . But let me not be understood as admitting, 
even by implication, that the existing relations between the two 
races, in the slaveholding states, is an evil. Far otherwise; I hold it 
to be a good, as it has thus far proved itself to be, to both, and will 
continue to prove so, if not disturbed by the fell spirit of Abolition. I 
appeal to facts. Never before has the black race of Central Africa, 
from the dawn of history to the present day, attained a condition so 
civilized and so improved, not only physically but morally and 
intellectually. It came among us in a low, degraded, and savage 
condition, and, in the course of a few generations, it has grown up 
under the fostering care of our institutions, as reviled as they have 
been, to its present comparative civilized condition. This, with the 
rapid increase of numbers, is conclusive proof of the general 
happiness of the race, in spite of all the exaggerated tales to the 
contrary. 

  
He was an ardent white nationalist and white supremacist, and he argued, for example, that the 
U.S. had never “incorporated into the Union any but the Caucasian race, the free white race. 
Ours . . .  is a Government of a white race . . . in the whole history of man . . . there is no 
instance whatever of any civilized colored race, of any shade, being found equal to the 
establishment and maintenance of free government.”  This despite unequivocal evidence readily 
available to him that at the time of the ratification of the Constitution people of African descent 
were citizens of at least five of the thirteen states and thus citizens of the United States. 
 
On another occasion he expressed the conviction that “the African is incapable of self-care and 
sinks into lunacy under the burden of freedom.” He dismissed the ideals of the equality of 
humankind as expressed in the Declaration of Independence—and the most cherished ideals of 
the United States—as folly; “it never did nor can exist as it is inconsistent with the preservation 
and perpetuation of the [white] race.” He avowed that abolition threatened to destroy the Union; 
“Abolition and the Union cannot coexist,” he argued. The abolition of slavery was impossible for 
him to countenance and he spent much of his later life detailing the political philosophy that 
would argue for slaveholding states to commit treason rather than be threatened with the 
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possibility of the curtailment of property in humans.  “We will not - cannot permit it to be 
destroyed.” For Calhoun, disunion was much preferable to abolition and racial equality and 
would in fact be the South’s right and destiny should some in the North continue to advocate for 
abolition. In this manner, the American historical profession has generally agreed for more than 
a century that no single man did more to lay the groundwork for secession and treason than 
Calhoun. 
  
While nursing wounded soldiers during the Civil War, the poet Walt Whitman overheard a 
conversation between two hospitalized United States soldiers, one of whom had just returned 
from Charleston, South Carolina where, he told his companion, he had seen Calhoun’s 
monument (the more recent incarnation of this monument was recently removed by a 
unanimous vote of Charleston City Council). His friend replied, “That you saw is not the real 
monument. But I have seen it. It is the desolated, ruined South; nearly the whole generation of 
young men . . . destroyed or maim’d . . . the name of southerner blacken’d with every shame — 
all that is Calhoun’s real monument.”  
 
Apart from a two-day political visit in 1845, he had no connection to New Orleans. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Fr. Louis J. Twomey  
 
Born in 1905 and raised in a devout Roman Catholic family in Tampa, Florida, Louis J. Twomey 
completed high school at Sacred Heart College, (now Jesuit High School of Tampa) and then 
attended Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. before deciding to enter the Jesuit 
novitiate at St. Charles College in Grand Coteau, Louisiana in 1926. Twomey interrupted his 
religious studies when his father became ill in Florida, but returned to Grand Coteau in 1929 and 
took his vows as a Jesuit brother in 1931, also receiving a B.A. from Loyola University of the 
South (now Loyola University of New Orleans) that same year. During the 1930s and 1940s he 
completed extensive further education, including an M.A. in English from Saint Louis University, 
studies in theology at St. Mary’s College in Kansas and a second M.A. in Economics from the 
Institute of Social Science at St. Louis University in 1947. In these decades Twomey also held a 
faculty position at Spring Hill College, was ordained as a priest in 1939, and served three years 
as principal of his former high school in Tampa from 1941-1945. Assigned to Loyola University 
in 1947, Father Twomey made New Orleans his home for the last twenty years of his life. 

Twomey’s life and professional religious career became focused on the pursuit of social justice 
through education and activism within the teachings of Roman Catholic Christianity. He founded 
the Institute of Industrial Relations at Loyola in 1947. Fr. Twomey conceived the mission of the 
Institute as promoting fairer and better conditions for all people in their various places of work, 
with express support for union organizing, as well as other strategies for improving labor-
management relations. Additionally, Fr. Twomey viewed the struggle for racial equity as 
intertwined with the pursuit of justice for workers. Reflecting this broader mission, in 1964 the 
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center was renamed the Institute for Human Relations; and in 1991 it was renamed again in 
honor of its founder as the Twomey Center for Peace Through Justice.  From its beginnings 
under Fr. Twomey’s leadership up to the present, the center has served as an important local 
hub for non-credit classes, special seminars and periodic conferences around its issues of 
concern 

Fr. Twomey himself built significant influence as an educator and justice advocate within and 
beyond New Orleans, through published writings and speaking engagements, and teaching in 
the Summer School for Catholic Action from the late 1940s through the mid-1960s. Fr. Twomey 
produced a newsletter focused on Roman Catholic and Christian approaches to racial and 
social justice which was particularly widely read by Jesuits around the world. The evolution of 
the title of the newsletter from Christ’s Blueprint of the South to Blueprint for Christian 
Reshaping of Society, reflects Fr. Twomey’s understanding of the particular challenges in the 
segregated U.S. South and also the much broader scope of his commitment to a more just 
world. A version of the newsletter is still published by the Twomey Center under the new title 
Blueprint for Social Justice. 

Fr. Twomey formally assisted in the drafting of international Jesuit leader Fr. Pedro Arrupe’s 
Letter on the Interracial Apostolate, the most important mid 20th-century Jesuit teaching on 
racial justice. In 1964 U.S. President Lyndon Johnson invited Fr. Twomey to serve on the 
National Citizens Committee on Community Relations. In New Orleans Fr. Twomey served on 
the board of the Urban League and built robust ties between the Institute for Human Relations 
based at Loyola and a wide range of local organizations and institutions. It was also in the 
1960s that the Institute became involved with local job-training programs and engaging leaders 
from Latin America, initially through the Inter-American Center of Loyola. Fr. Louis Twomey was 
an early proponent of social justice commitments which have become--through leadership such 
as his--both more common and more accepted within the Roman Catholic Church, the New 
Orleans community and the United States. 

Learn More 

LOUIS J. TWOMEY, SJ, PAPERS Loyola University Library Department of Special Collections 
and Archives 

Letter on the Interracial Apostolate on the Portal to Jesuit Studies 

Twomey Center For Peace Through Justice, Loyola University 

 

Barbara Marie Guillory Thompson 
 
Dr. Barbara Guillory Thompson graduated cum laude with a degree in Social Sciences from 
Dillard University in 1957 and dedicated the rest of her life to educating and advocating for 
others while blasting racial barriers along the way. While working on her master’s degree in 
sociology at LSU in 1958, she was the first and only Black student living in the dormitories, and 
said in a 2000 interview with Kiera V. Williams that it was her “first experience with racism on a 
24-hour basis.” Four years later, she and Pearlie Elloie became the first Black graduate 
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students to attend Tulane University, but not without having to take legal action in the form of 
Guillory et al. v. the Administrators of Tulane University.  
 
Dr. Guillory Thompson, when asked why she decided to get her Ph.D. at Tulane, told Williams, 
“I wanted to earn a Ph.D. in my hometown. Because I could not change the color of my skin, I 
decided to change the principles.” In 1963, those principles were changed, and the Uptown 
University was integrated. In the Williams interview, she called her Ph.D. “black gold” and said 
that she was proud of laying the “ground-work in hopes the road would be a little easier for 
future generations.” She acknowledged that few were willing to work with her at Tulane, not only 
because of her race but also because of her dissertation: The Black Family: A Case for Change 
and Survival in White America, just the beginning of her life’s work, inspiring students and those 
in the Black community and leading the way for women of color. 
 
In 1974, Dr. Guillory Thompson (since married) returned to Dillard University where she taught 
sociology, created her own 78-page syllabus, worked on several university committees, and 
chaired both the Sociology Department and the Division of Social Sciences. Outside the 
university, Dr. Guillory Thompson worked tirelessly for women of color on the local and national 
levels, and in 1976 was described in Helen Whitcomb’s bestselling book, Today’s Woman: 
“Never an ivory tower recluse, she is deeply involved . . . in continuing studies on the black 
middle class in the United States, and the specific roles of black women, the black family, and 
related social issues.”  She was included in a 1975 New York Times feature article on Black 
women in the Women’s Liberation Movement, and appeared on local and national radio and 
television. 
 
Dr. Guillory Thompson’s dedication to the New Orleans working community was acknowledged 
in 1981, when she was appointed to the New Orleans Civil Service Commission, and in 1989, 
she became the first Black woman to chair that Commission. After retiring from Dillard in 1999, 
she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Humane letters in 2004, received a Presidential 
Citation from President Barack Obama in 2013, and in 2014, a year before her death, she was 
honored with a Lifetime Achievement award from Tulane University President Scott Cowan for 
her dedication to teaching and paving the way for others in the community, but most notably for 
her role in integrating the very university that was bestowing the honor upon her. 
  
Learn More 
  
Keira V. Williams. (2006). A Case of "Southern Civility": An Oral History of the Desegregation of 
Tulane University. Louisiana History: The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association, 47(4), 
417-433.  
 
Tulane Integration 1960-1964 Timeline 
 
 
James Neugass  
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Isidore James Newman Neugass was born on January 29, 1905, in New Orleans, Louisiana, to 
Edwin Abraham Neugass and Miriam Dorothy Neugass. According to interviews with James’ 
son, the Neugass family were Jewish immigrants from Germany. The Neugass family were 
highly privileged and prominent as James’ grandfather was an industrialist and philanthropist. 
Neugass was educated in a prep school in New Hampshire. Following this, he briefly attended 
Yale, Harvard, Michigan, and Oxford, studying a range of different degrees including 
archeology, fine arts, and history. Neugass never completed his degree. Instead, he made 
several trips to Europe where he saw the rise of Fascism in Italy and Germany, particularly its 
threat to democracy and the treatment of the Jewish peoples. 
 
Neugass briefly returned to the United States during the Great Depression before volunteering 
to join the Abraham Lincoln Brigade at the beginning of the Spanish Civil War. He arrived in 
Spain in December 1937, and served as a volunteer ambulance driver. Neugass spent 
approximately six months in Spain where he was present on the frontlines of battles. While 
Neugass was not involved in frontline combat, ambulances were often the targets of enemy fire. 
During this time he kept a handwritten account of the atrocities he witnessed. These writings 
were compiled and typed into a manuscript around 1938, but it was lost after Neugass’ untimely 
death. In 2000, the manuscript mysteriously appeared in Vermont. War is Beautiful: An 
American Ambulance Driver in the Spanish Civil War was posthumously published in 2008. 
 
Neugass was also regularly published while he was alive. Neugrass’ 1949 Rain of Ashes follows 
a contemptuous upper class family living in New Orleans during the First World War aided by 
the power of their wealth. An interview with James’ son Jim Neugass affirmed that Rain of 
Ashes was loosely based on Neugass’ family back in New Orleans. A New York Times review 
described the novel as having a “ripely cynical flavor” and being a “tart contrast to the perfumed 
romance prevalent in most fiction about the New Orleans gentry.”  
 
James Neugass lived a relatively short life, dying at the age of 45 after a heart attack in a New 
York City subway station in 1949. About a year after his death, Neugass’ wife Myra moved their 
two sons to California. Jim Neugass claims that after moving states all records of his father 
“died with him.” The 2008 publication of War is Beautiful brought James Neugass’ experiences 
and perspective into the 21st century. 
 
Learn More 
 
"Southern satire: Rain of Ashes by James Neugass" in The New York Times 
 
James Neugass in NYU’s Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: General Taylor Street 
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Lt. General Richard Taylor (1826-1879) was a Confederate general, brother-in-law of Jefferson 
Davis, and son of President Zachary Taylor. Taylor was born in Kentucky, studied at Harvard, 
and graduated from Yale. In 1850, he inherited a large sugar plantation in St. Charles Parish on 
which he owned over 100 men, women, and children as slaves. As a state senator during the 
Louisiana Convention of 1861, Taylor was a passionate advocate of secession and war against 
the United States. He was an officer in the Confederate army in Virginia and Western Louisiana 
and was a leader of the Red River Campaign. At the time of his surrender, Taylor commanded 
around 10,000 men in the Confederate Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East 
Louisiana.   

After the war, Taylor befriended Jefferson Davis and was a member of the Boston Club whose 
membership largely overlapped with that of the White League.  In his memoirs of the war and 
Reconstruction he continued his flouting of the U.S. Constitution and declared “Negro suffrage 
fatal to the South.” As he wrote,  “[n]ow that Federal bayonets have been turned from [the 
South], this poison, the influence of three fourths of a million of negro voters, will speedily 
ascend and sap her vigor and intelligence.”  After Reconstruction, Taylor was heralded as a 
hero of the Lost Cause for his victory over Union Gen. Nathaniel Banks at Mansfield, La. He 
died in New York in 1879. 

 
Potential Names 
 
Professor Longhair  
 
In the estimation of Dr. John, “Professor Longhair was the guardian angel of the roots of New 
Orleans music.” Born Henry Roeland Byrd in 1918, Longhair learned New Orleans’ piano 
tradition in honky tonks on South Rampart Street in the 1930s. The honorific “Professor” had 
been applied to pianists in the city since the early years of jazz, when the great Jelly Roll Morton 
played with what he called a “Spanish tinge,” a Latin rhythmic touch. Building on this tradition, 
Longhair infused his music with Afro-Caribbean polyrhythms and syncopation that inspired 
generations of R&B and funk artists after him. Allen Toussaint referred to him as “the Bach of 
Rock.”  
 
Longhair broke into the city’s music scene (and earned his nickname) at the Caldonia Inn in 
Treme in the late 40s. He first went into the studio in 1949, and recorded intermittently in the 
50s and early 60s, despite suffering a mild stroke that affected his playing. He didn’t make much 
money from record sales or notch any major hits, but seemingly every musician in town was 
listening.  
 
Longhair’s percussive left hand was unlike any other, and he tended to kick a leg of the piano in 
time as he played. (As a child, Longhair danced on the street for tips, and his music retained a 
spontaneous sense of movement.) His voice was just as distinctive, warbling in and out of 
playful lyrics, scatting, and whistling.  
 
Among Longhair’s best-loved records are the Carnival classics “Go to the Mardi Gras” and “Big 
Chief,” part of the soundtrack of every New Orleanian’s life in January and February. They 
would be covered by just about every other artist in the city. 
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The admiration of other musicians didn’t pay the bills, though, and by the late 60s Longhair had 
stopped performing. In 1969 he was living in obscurity, and in poverty, when a younger 
generation of fans began helping him mount a late-career revival. 
 
The power of Longhair’s playing helped drive a broader awakening of appreciation for New 
Orleans culture in the 1970s—he anchored the newly launched Jazz & Heritage Festival, and a 
new nightclub, Tipitina’s, that raised the profile of other standard bearers of the city’s music. 
Longhair’s renaissance should have vaulted him to national fame, but, sadly, he passed away 
the day before his comeback album, Crawfish Fiesta, was released in 1980.  
 
Naming a street for Longhair, one of the most influential artists in the history of New Orleans, 
would elevate him to his proper status, and General Taylor is a fitting one: it runs through 
Central City, where he lived; crosses the St. Charles Avenue parade route where his music 
plays every Mardi Gras; and reaches Tchoupitoulas just a few blocks from Tipitina’s, the club 
named for one of his songs. 
 
Learn More 
 
Professor Longhair on National Public Radio 
 
Professor Longhair - Know Louisiana in 64 Parishes 
 
Professor Longhair | New Orleans Legend | Music Inside Out with Gwen Thompkins WWNO, 
New Orleans Public Library. 
 
 
Harold Battiste 
 
Widely recognized as one of New Orleans’s musical legends, Harold R. Battiste Jr. was a six-
time Grammy winner, recipient of ten gold records, and the founder and CEO of All For One 
(A.F.O.) Records. Apart from his own work as a musician and author, he produced or arranged 
works for such artists as Sam Cooke, Sonny and Cher, Barbara George, Dr. John and many 
others. While most known for founding one of the first African-American musician-owned 
recording labels, his music and cultural influence extended far beyond that single element of his 
storied career and stretching into music and composition, education, and mentorship. 
 
Born in New Orleans on October 28, 1931, Harold Battiste was the son of Pearl Wilmer Bodar 
and Harold Battiste Sr. He graduated from Gilbert Academy in 1947 and earned a B.A. in music 
and education from Dillard University in 1952. While in college he began performing in the horn 
sections of various local bands, having trained as a clarinetist. In the year following his 
graduation from Dillard he organized a music program and established the first band at the 
Beauregard Parish Training School in DeRidder, Louisiana, but soon returned to New Orleans. 
He briefly served as a music teacher at McDonogh 35 High School and several other area 
schools. At the same time, he switched to the saxophone and formed the American Jazz 
Quintet with pianist Ellis Marsalis, drummer Ed Blackwell, bassist Richard Payne, and clarinetist 
Alvin Batiste. 
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According to Ben Sandmel, limited opportunities for modern jazz in New Orleans and the 
encouragement of Ornette Coleman pushed Battiste and the band to relocate to California in 
1956. Despite not signing a record deal for the band, Battiste was recruited as a talent scout for 
LA-based Specialty Records and he began spending time between the two cities. In his 
obituary, the New York Times wrote that “[i]n the early 1960s, inspired by the appeals of Elijah 
Muhammad, the Nation of Islam leader, for black people ‘to create wealth through ownership,’” 
Battiste founded AFO (All For One) in 1961, a collective considered “the first label in New 
Orleans owned by African-American musicians.” At the same time he also established the 
companion At Last Publishing Company.  
 
According to details from the Ponderosa Stomp Foundation, “Battiste had seen how white 
record executives could make vast profits on royalties from records made by black musicians 
who received just one-time payments for their time in the studio. He felt that black musicians 
should earn more and elevate their social standing by becoming owners of the music they 
created. He formed AFO to fulfill this vision: Its recording artists owned stock in the company.” 
While the company was forced to fold a mere two years later, it made a lasting mark on modern 
jazz and R & B nationally, including a national hit with “I Know (You Don’t Love Me No More)” 
featuring vocals by Barbara George and contributions from Battiste and Melvin Lastie. 
 
During the next three decades Battiste divided his time between New Orleans and California, 
engaged in a diversity of different musical endeavors including working as the musical director 
on both The Sonny and Cher Show and The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour, producing and 
arranging several of Dr. John’s early albums, and working with a wide range of prominent 
recording artists like Joe Jones, Lee Dorsey, Tom Waits, and Sam Cooke.  
 
Battiste returned to New Orleans full-time in 1989 and joined Ellis Marsalis Jr. and the Jazz 
Studies faculty at the University of New Orleans. In 1991, he revived A.F.O. Records to record 
the next generation of New Orleans musicians and issued new releases from multiple New 
Orleans artists. In 1998 Mayor Marc Morial declared October 28 Harold Battiste Day in honor of 
his contributions to the city. In 2010, he released his memoirs, titled Unfinished Blues: Memories 
of a New Orleans Music Man. Co-author Karen Celestan noted that his legacy “rests in his 
innovative approach to creating and arranging music,” which included “devising the Afro-
Caribbean-drenched persona of Dr. John,” as well as his work as the teacher of many well-
known jazz musicians. Batiste donated his personal papers and record collection to the Amistad 
Research Center and the Historic New Orleans Collection. He died in 2015, leaving a 
considerable legacy in music both in New Orleans and internationally. 
 
Adapted from: Brenda Billips Square, Battiste, Harold R. Jr. (1931-) | Amistad Research Center 
 
Learn more 
 
The Beat Goes On (WWOZ Interviews with Battiste): HAROLD BATTISTE 1 - The Beat Goes 
On and HAROLD BATTISTE 2 - Keeping The Music Alive 
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Harold Battiste with Peter Guralnick from the 2008 Ponderosa Stomp History Conference 
 
 
Henry English Braden III  
 
Dr. Henry English Braden III was a physician, politician, businessman, civil rights leader, and 
Chief of Staff at the Flint-Goodridge Hospital in New Orleans, Louisiana. He was a pioneer 
African American leader in the medical world and a highly involved member of the New Orleans 
community. 
 
Born in 1919 in New Orleans, Braden grew up on Louisiana Avenue in a home that was 
firebombed twice in the fall of 1926 ,retribution for his father’s advocacy for Black children and 
public schools. He attended Gilbert Academy and Xavier University before receiving his medical 
degree from Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee in 1944. He completed his 
internship at Provident Hospital prior to serving in the military as part of the medical corps during 
World War II. He would later become president of the Louisiana State Medical Association and 
chair of the Tulane Medical Center Board of Governors after settling back in New Orleans with 
his family. He also served on the board of management of Meharry Medical College, as the 
medical director for the Local 1419 Carpenter’s Union in New Orleans, and was known widely to 
friends and colleagues as “Doc.” 
 
Among his accomplishments, Braden served as the first African American member of the 
Orleans Parish Medical Society, chief of staff at Flint-Goodridge Hospital, and board member for 
both New Orleans Charity Hospital and Tulane University Hospital. He was one of the first three 
African American members of Rex in 1992 and a member of the Knights of Babylon. For many 
years he served as the only African American member of the International House, a trade 
organization of New Orleans businessmen. 
 
Braden was an active member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and the New Orleans Opera Association. He was a board member of the 
Amistad Research Center. In 1974, the Institute for Human Understanding named Braden one 
of their “Ten Outstanding Men” and in 1976 Braden served as a presidential elector for the state 
of Louisiana. He died in 1994 and left a legacy of firsts in medicine and civil society. In 2018 he 
was inducted posthumously, along with his son, in the Louisiana Political Hall of Fame. 
 
Adapted from: Madeline Goebel Braden, Henry English III (1919-1994) | Amistad Research 
Center 
 
Learn More 
 
Henry E. Braden III papers, 1936-2000 | Amistad Research Center 
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For more on the firebombings read: STERN, W.  (2020). Race and Education in New Orleans: 
Creating the segregated city, 1764-1960. S.l.: Louisiana State Univ. Pr. 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Palmer Street 
 
Benjamin Morgan Palmer (1818-1902) was a minister, orator, confederate sympathizer, and 
staunch proponent of slavery. Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, his 
“Thanksgiving Sermon,” delivered in 1860 after Abraham Lincoln’s election, made him a 
national figure. The Times-Democrat recalled later that it "set the South on fire" and according 
to one historian, “perhaps did more to unify the secessionist cause than any other single clerical 
sermon or political address.”  Defending slavery and advocating its spread, Palmer declared 
that the “providential trust” of the South, was “to conserve and to perpetuate the institution of 
domestic slavery” and ensure “that it should be left open to expansion, subject to no limitations 
save those imposed by God and nature.” After the surrender of New Orleans in 1862, Palmer 
reportedly marched alongside Confederate regiments across the South. By the 1890s, he had 
become one of the “chief architects” of the Lost Cause and a frequent orator before Confederate 
veterans associations. Palmer died in May 1902, after being struck near his house by a 
streetcar. 
  
Palmer Avenue, previously Henry Clay Avenue, was renamed in honor of Palmer in 1898, 
following a petition placed in the Daily Picayune. Palmer lived on Henry Clay/Palmer Avenue 
prior to his death in 1902. That year, City Councilman Dickson proposed renaming Hamilton 
Square, in the Carrollton area, as “Palmer Park” and the park was rededicated under ordinance 
NCS1322. Palmer Park was racially segregated into the 1970s. 
 
Palmer’s Thanksgiving speech: https://civilwarcauses.org/palmer.htm 
 July 4, 1902, Times Picayune 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Elizabeth Magnus Cohen  
 
Born in 1820, Elizabeth Magnus Cohen chose to study medicine at age 33 after her son died of 
measles. In an interview with the Times Picayune she stated, “No more of my children will die 
from want of medical attention.” She studied at the Female Medical School of Pennsylvania and 
graduated in 1857. After graduating, Cohen joined her husband Aaron, a doctor who had moved 
to New Orleans to study surgery. Cohen worked for thirty years and was the first woman to be 
licensed to practice medicine in Louisiana and the fourteenth woman in the United States to 
have the title of medical doctor. 
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Cohen stated that as there were very few doctors in New Orleans at the time, the male doctors 
she worked with did not discriminate against her and were thankful for her help throughout the 
various outbreaks of yellow fever, typhoid, and smallpox that would often ravage the city. The 
male doctors in New Orleans would send their female and child patients to Cohen. Cohen did 
however, face discrimination from the city government of New Orleans, in the City’s directory, 
she was not allowed to be registered as a doctor, only as a midwife. It was not until 1870 that 
she was listed as a “doctress” and then 1879 that she was listed as a physician. Since the 
directory listed her as a midwife, the majority of Cohen’s patients remained women and children. 
She stated that she would help multiple generations of women, with children she delivered 
coming to her to deliver their child. 
 
The dedication that Cohen had to helping her patients was further shown during the Civil War. 
She was arrested by General Benjamin Butler from the Union Army for being a spy, as she was 
attempting to cross the river to treat a confinement case. Cohen explained that she was a 
doctor, and General Butler gave her a military escort for that and other cases. 

  
Cohen supported the women’s suffrage movement, and stated that the ability to vote would give 
women the ability to further protect their children. Cohen was also a supporter of women 
receiving an education, as she had to fight for her ability to receive an education and then be 
respected as a professional. Cohen had stated that she had not been as discriminated against 
as the women who began studying after she retired. By then, editorials were stating that it was 
improper for women to study medicine, blaming women for the declining salaries and prestige in 
the medical field. 

  
Cohen also contributed to the establishment of the Touro Infirmary, where she moved to after 
her retirement in 1887. Cohen lived to the age of 101. She outlived her children and with her 
remaining relatives in England, she left the entirety of her estate to the Touro Infirmary, in order 
for them to continue supporting the eldery and infirm. 
 
Learn More 
 
“Dr. Elizabeth D.A. Magnus Cohen” Changing the Face of Medicine 
 
Elizabeth Bass, “Elizabeth D.A. Cohen, MD”, History of Medicine and the Civil War,  
 
 
 
Edith Stern  

Edith Rosenwald Stern was born on May 21, 1895 in Chicago, to Julius Rosenwald and 
Augusta Nusbaum Rosenwald. The third of five children, Stern was born into a wealthy family, 
with her father part-owner and president of Sears, Roebuck and Company. Her second 
marriage to Edgar B. Stern in 1921 led to Edith Stern relocating to New Orleans, where her 
husband was a well-established businessman. The couple had three children, and Stern 
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remained a committed resident of New Orleans until her death in September 1980. Stern was 
known for her philanthropy in many arenas, including education and civil rights, as well as for 
her devotion to the arts and her commitment to young classical musicians. 

As soon as Stern moved to New Orleans, she established herself as a dedicated civic figure. 
She immersed herself in numerous civic activities and was willing to support controversial 
causes, such as her support for the Black community’s right and ability to register and vote, the 
anti-nuclear movement, and organizing trade unions. In 1945, Stern and other prominent New 
Orleans society women organized the Women’s Broom Brigade, which aimed to “sweep” away 
the archaic and corrupt New Orleans city government. 

Stern remained devoted to the advancement of African Americans, as she strongly believed in 
the importance of higher education for Black people. The Stern Family Fund (SFF), the family’s 
charitable organization, was committed to furthering the causes of African American education 
and civil rights until its dissolution in 1986. Edith Rosenwald Stern adopted her father’s 
charitable practice of building schools and recreational centers, and she played a crucial role in 
helping establish Dillard University as one of the area’s most prominent and respected Black 
universities. Stern also supported musicians and is often noted as a primary supporter of the 
successful musical careers of Marian Anderson and Annabelle Bernard.  

Additionally, in 1926, Stern founded the Newcomb School for preschoolers just outside of 
Tulane University filling a need for early childhood education. The school was one of the first of 
its kind. In 1929, Stern successfully organized funding for the Metairie Park Country Day School 
for children from kindergarten through to high school. Her tireless work and devotion to 
education was recognized in 1964 when Stern was awarded the Times-Picayune Loving Cup 
award.  

Later in life, Edith Stern organized events to educate students on voting by bringing voting 
machines to schools. Stern was so dedicated to the right of voting for all people that she 
established the Voters’ Registration League of New Orleans. She believed that education and 
voter engagement for all were the ways to create a better New Orleans for all New Orleanians. 

Learn more 

She inherited millions -- and then gave much of it away in New Orleans from The Times-
Picayune 300 for 300 project.  

Edith Rosenwald Stern at Tulane’s New Orleans Jewish Women.  

Rosenwald Schools from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

 
 
Marian Mayer Berkett  
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Marian Mayer Berkett was a trailblazing lawyer who forged a path for women in the legal 
profession. Berkett became Louisiana’s first female attorney in 1937 when she accepted a 
position at a New Orleans law firm. Ultimately her legal career spanned seven decades and 
garnered numerous accolades. 

Berkett was born in Baton Rouge in 1913. After earning an undergraduate degree in Journalism, 
and later a Master’s Degree in Political Science from LSU, Berkett went on to graduate at the 
top of her class from Tulane University Law School, one of only two female students from her 
law school graduating class. 

While at Tulane, Berkett founded the People’s League along with classmates like Hale Boggs. 
The League--a self-described coalition of young people fighting for good government--attempted 
to reform state government with the goal of preventing corruption.   

It was in 1937 that Berkett made history when she went to work at Deutsch Kerrigan in New 
Orleans, becoming the first female attorney at a Louisiana firm. Over the course of her career, 
Berkett worked on a range of cases with a focus on construction law and probate matters. She 
proved to be a highly effective lawyer, winning ninety seven percent of her cases. 

Berkett’s professional skill has been widely acknowledged. Judge Alvin Rubin of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, recognised her strong ability to protect the interests 
of her client. The Dean of Tulane Law David Meyer said that Berkett was an enduring inspiration 
for future generations of Tulane lawyers. 

Berkett earned many prestigious accolades during and after her career. These include the 
Monte M. Lemann Award 1973, Distinguished Graduate Tulane Law School 1992, Special 
Designation Award of the New Orleans Bar Association 1999, and the Federal Bar Association 
Jack Martzell Professionalism Award 2009. In 2013, Berkett was inducted into the Tulane Law 
School Hall of Fame and in 2016, was the City Business honoree for “Women of the Year”. She 
passed away at the age of 104 in 2017. 

Defined by her irresistible intellect, skill, and determination, no figure better represents the 
passage of the Louisiana law profession from an exclusionary boy’s club to one open to both 
men and women. 
 
Learn More 
 
An Interview with a Living Legend By Roger A. Stetter, Louisiana State Bar Association 
 
Louisiana's First Female Lawyer: Remembering Marian Mayer Berkett WWNO, New Orleans 
Public Radio. 
 
 

 
Current Name: Sophie B Wright Street 
 



 

71 

Sophie B. Wright (1866-1912) was born to a family that had been wealthy before the Civil War. 
At the age of 14 she began taking students.  Disabled herself from a childhood accident, she 
created schools for disabled white girls in New Orleans and became the founder and principal of 
the Home Institute for Girls, a white high school recognized by the state in 1894. Wright also 
started a night school for white working adults and by 1903 it enrolled some fifteen hundred 
students. That year, she became the first woman to receive the Daily Picayune’s Loving Cup 
award.  
 
Sophie B. Wright’s significant contributions to the education of poor white people in the city of 
New Orleans earned her praise locally and nationally during her lifetime. At her death it was 
reported that she had educated some 25,000 white working people. Wright was also active in 
the state Chautauqua society for adult education and traveled the country giving speeches to 
local chapters. She served as president of the Women’s Club in New Orleans where she 
delivered a paper entitled “What New Orleans Owes Its Working People” and organized a series 
of night classes for working women and “factory girls.” Wright also worked as the state secretary 
for the King’s Daughters and Sons, a Christian charitable organization. It was in this role that 
Wright helped open the Home for Incurables, a care facility for disabled children in New 
Orleans, and the Rest Awhile, a retreat for underprivileged women and children in Mandeville. 
 
Wright was also deeply involved with the local chapter of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy.  Wright was elected the first president of the Stonewall Jackson Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy (U.D.C.) in 1908. That year, the U.D.C. raised funds for a 
variety of monument associations and the members laid a wreath at the Battle of Liberty Place 
Monument, according to the Daily Picayune, “in honor of the Heroes of the 14th of 
September…in memory of the Confederate heroes who lost their life in that memorable 
struggle.” The paper added that this “prettiest” of tributes was “from the newest Confederate 
organization in the city,” proof that the Stonewall Jackson Chapter of the U.D.C. was 
“flourishing.”   

 
In addition to holding meetings at Confederate Memorial Hall, Wright hosted meetings of the 
U.D.C in her residence at the Home Institute. She delivered lectures on Jackson and others 
throughout the South and was an active member of the Daughters of the Confederacy until her 
death in 1912.  In the first two decades of the 20th Century the U.D.C sponsored the erection of 
dozens of hundreds of monuments across the nation.  The U.D.C.’s leading historian, Karen L. 
Cox, has described the purpose of these efforts as to “prepare future generations of white 
Southerners to respect and defend the principles of the Confederacy.” 
  
The street bearing her name passed in front of the Home Institute at 1440 Camp Street, which 
is still standing. Following her death, a park on Magazine Street, near the former site of the 
Home Institute, was also named in her honor. A statue of her, sculpted by Enrique Alférez, was 
erected in the park. There is also a charter high school school which bears her name, located 
on Napoleon Avenue. The building was dedicated just before her death and was considered a 
“monument” to Wright and her work. 
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Potential Names 
 
Ernest Wright 
 
Ernest J. Wright was born in Kenner in 1909. His father was a longshoreman who participated in 
the 1907 General Levee Strike. Wright went on to graduate from Xavier University in 1933 
where as an undergraduate he initiated some of the first social scientific research into the 
working conditions of Black New Orleanians. After graduating from Xavier University, he went 
north to pursue his graduate degree in social work at the University of Michigan. He recalled 
later that he wanted to “help my people, I mean the masses, the laboring people, the common 
man. That’s why I became a social worker.” He practiced social work in Cincinnati and Detroit, 
where he became immersed in the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) and the labor-
based, civil rights politics that was at the heart of the fight for racial equality in the 1930s. 
  
Returning to New Orleans in the late 1930s he quickly began organizing among New Orleans 
workers as well as within the city’s more mainline civil rights organizations. Along with a group 
of thirty-six truck drivers, postal workers, insurance agents, and longshoremen, Wright sought to 
take over the local branch of the NAACP in 1939. Wright and this group argued that the local 
chapter had become “purveyors of prestige” and pushed for a more militant posture to attack 
Jim Crow and disenfranchisement head on. 
  
A year later, Wright led the effort to organize Black insurance agents into the United Office and 
Professional Workers-CIO (UOPW), likely the first white collar industrial union in the Deep 
South. The UOPW organized a strike against their employers, who like many white 
businessmen in the South, refused to negotiate with democratic representatives of their 
employees. Two weeks in, they successfully secured a contract with Good Citizens Insurance 
Company. The rest of the city’s Black owned insurance companies refused the strikers’ 
demands and hired white “toughs” to violently break up the strike and allow scabs in. During one 
such clash with scabs,Wright was arrested and sent to Orleans Parish Prison for sixty days. 
While Wright and other strike leaders were in jail,the strike fell apart but upon his release, he 
was greeted by a crowd said to number 5,000. 
  
The next year, Wright organized the People’s Defense League (PDL) to engage in direct action 
protest over disenfranchisement. Anticipating the tactics of the 1950s-era Civil Rights Movement 
by fifteen years, the PDL’s rallying cry was “a voteless people is a hopeless people.” By 1946, 
the PDL had successfully registered 4,716 previously disenfranchised voters, with another 
22,000 joining the rolls through the PDL’s efforts by 1950. In this respect, Wright and the PDL 
had turned New Orleans into the only place in the Deep South where voting was a realistic 
possibility for Black people. These efforts made the PDL “the most powerful black organization 
in New Orleans” according to no less an authority than the FBI. Throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, Wright wrote a regular column advocating labor and Civil Rights militancy in the 
Louisiana Weekly. In 1963, he filed to run for Lieutenant Governor, garnering more than 40,000 
votes as the first Black candidate for that office since Reconstruction. 
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Throughout his career, Wright often held court on Sundays at Shakespeare Park (now A.L. 
Davis Park), a brisk walk from current day Sophie B. Wright Place, telling crowds “we can’t get 
anywhere by being afraid,” words of inspiration then and now. 
 
Learn More 
 
Wright, Ernest J. collection, 1933-1979 | Amistad Research Center 
 
Fairclough, A., & Fairclough, A. (2008). Race & democracy: The civil rights struggle in 
Louisiana, 1915-1972. Athens: University of Georgia Press. 
  
 
John "Jack" Nelson 
 
John P. Nelson was a New Orleans attorney who worked on various landmark civil rights cases, 
including Lombard v. Louisiana, a sit-in case of the early 1960s in New Orleans. He was the first 
white attorney in the South, not affiliated with any civil rights organization, to represent African 
American defendants at the United States Supreme Court. Nelson was also one of the 
organizers of the Save Our Schools group in Louisiana, which organized resistance to the 
efforts to close public schools in order to prevent integration.  
 
One of five children born to John Pettit Nelson of St. Louis, Missouri, and Stella Foret of 
LaFourche Parish, Louisiana, in 1921, Nelson was a native of Gulfport, Mississippi. He grew up 
in New Orleans and attended Louisiana State University for three years, then received his B.S. 
and L.L.B. degrees from Loyola University. While a junior at Louisiana State University, he 
volunteered for active service in the United States Army in 1940. Entering as a private, he was 
discharged with a rank of captain. His active service was done in the South Pacific and the 
Philippines during World War II, where he won the Silver Star, the Bronze Star and the Purple 
Heart for his contributions to the war. 

  
Nelson was admitted to practice law in the state of Louisiana in 1950 and joined the law firm of 
Dodd, Hirsch and Barker. In 1954 he became the assistant district attorney for Orleans Parish, a 
position which he left in 1958 to become a senior partner in the law firm of Nelson, Ormond and 
Nelson. During this period he was also teaching a class at Loyola University for civil rights 
leaders. In a landmark civil rights case Nelson represented the defendants in the case of 
Lombard v. Louisiana (subsequently Louisiana v. Goldfinch, et al.), a sit-in case that occurred in 
Orleans Parish where demonstrators had been sentenced in state court to ten-year jail terms for 
“criminal anarchy.” Nelson handled the matter through all of Louisiana’s courts and argued 
before the United States Supreme Court with the ultimate decision in favor of the defendants. 
This was the first time a white attorney in the South, unaffiliated with any civil rights 
organization, had represented an African American in a civil rights case before that court. 
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Nelson also handled the suit to integrate Tulane University in 1963. Although he did not win the 
case, the decision ultimately prompted the university to voluntarily desegregate. Nelson also 
served as legal counsel for St. Augustine High School of New Orleans, a de facto racially 
segregated Black school, in challenges to their interscholastic athletic activities as overseen by 
the Louisiana High School Athletic Association. He also represented the Houma Indians of 
Terrebonne Parish where he was successful in obtaining a federal court injunction and plan for 
integration of the schools. In 1960, Nelson was one of the founders with Rosa Keller of the Save 
Our Schools movement in Louisiana, which organized resistance to the efforts to close public 
schools in order to prevent integration. SOS carried on a widespread program of education and 
a “car-lift” for children wishing to attend boycotted schools. 

  
Nelson was a founding member of the National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice, and 
later served as its vice chairman on its legal committee. He also served as a member of the 
board of directors of the Louisiana Council on Human Relations and a member of the Louisiana 
Advisory Committee to the United States Civil Rights Commission. He was a member of the 
New Orleans Urban League and the local chapter of the NAACP. 
 
Adapted from: Clifton Johnson and G.B.S., “Nelson, John P. (1921-)” Amistad Research Center. 
 
Learn more  
 
Keira V. Williams. "A Case of "Southern Civility": An Oral History of the Desegregation of Tulane 
University." Louisiana History: The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association 47, no. 4 
(2006): 417-33. 
 
Kim Lacy Rogers Interview with John Nelson, Tulane Digital Library Collection, Amistad 
Research Center. 
 
Periodical US Reports: Lombard v. Louisiana, 373 US 267 (1963). Library of Congress. 
 
 
 
Katherine (Kit) Senter 
 
Katherine “Kit” Senter was born in 1926 into a wealthy family; great-grandaughter of a plantation 
owner, she learned about racial discrimination from Clara, the family’s cook. She lived her entire 
life in New Orleans and was a fierce advocate for and presence in our community. A lifelong 
fighter for numerous progressive causes, Senter was often ahead of her time on issues that 
have become increasingly salient for New Orleanians in the 21st century. 

A graduate of Newcomb College and Tulane School of Social Work, Senter began her career 
working in the Plaquemines Parish Welfare Department providing assistance to immigrant 
families and supporting women's right to birth control. Over time her interest in social justice 
increased and she became involved in organisations and committees that spoke out against 
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inequality. She was active in protests against the Vietnam War and with the League of Women 
Voters, and was an advocate for environmental protection. 

Notably, Senter was a founding member of the Save Our Schools program in 1960, along with 
civil rights activists Betty Wisdom and Peggy Murison. This organization worked to ensure that 
public schools which had been desegregated would not be closed during the violent backlash of 
the “schools crisis.” In particular, Save Our Schools provided support to the white children who 
had stayed in the integrated schools, and Senter served as a driver, accompanying the children  
to school and shielding them from physical abuse, as police often watched passively. The 
organisation also educated the general public and raised awareness about the importance of 
integration. 

Senter was a longtime supporter and advisor to the Alliance for Affordable Energy. The Alliance 
has grown over time and continues to remain an important political advocacy group for the 
rights of consumers. In 1997, the then-President of the Alliance said of Senter and of her 
environmental advocacy that she was the “perfect example of someone who thinks globally and 
acts locally… she is a one-woman Environmental Protection Agency.” 

Senter cared intensely about the environment and she was involved in the Mayor’s Recycling 
Task Force and with the Environmental Breakfast. In 1997, Senter appeared on CNN to 
advocate for the importance of trees, report on the work of the “No Cut” organisation and spread 
awareness about the reality of climate change and the importance of recycling. Along with her 
environmental activism she was a leader in the campaign against nuclear proliferation, 
organizing the New Orleans Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 1982. 

Senter also hosted and convened the Gillespie Memorial Community Breakfast, which aims to 
facilitate free discussion and social advocacy about issues in New Orleans. The Breakfast has 
been renamed since her passing and is now known as The Gillespie-Senter Memorial 
Community Breakfast to commemorate her tireless advocacy for social justice and equality. 

 
Learn More 

Katherine Senter Obituary (2014) - The Times-Picayune 

Save Our Schools, Inc. Our Stake in New Orleans schools; a study of education and 
economics, New Orleans, 1960. New Orleans Public Libraries, Louisiana Reference. 
 
Save Our Schools | Amistad Research Center 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Patton Street 
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Isaac W. Patton (1828-1890) was born in Virginia to a prominent Richmond political family. 
Moving to Louisiana in 1857, he purchased a cotton plantation in Madison Parish while also 
running his father -in -law’s sugar plantation below New Orleans on the Mississippi River, 
owning and managing property in human beings. After the outbreak of the insurrection against 
the United States, he became a Captain in the Confederate Screwman’s Guard stationed at Fort 
Proctor.  He led the battery at Chalmette against United States forces before retreating inland. 
He was then elected Colonel in the 22nd Louisiana Infantry and fought the U.S. Army at 
Vicksburg and then later at Mobile Bay and Spanish Fort.  

After the insurrection he continued to fight the democratic government of Louisiana, joining the 
White League in their 1874 coup attempt. These treasonous actions endeared him to New 
Orleans “redeemers” and upon the end of Reconstruction he served in a variety of elected 
capacities including New Orleans mayor from 1878 to 1880 and City Treasurer from 1884 to 
1888.  
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Fr. Joseph H. Fichter  
 
Fr. Joseph H. Fichter was a Jesuit priest and renowned sociologist who helped desegregate 
Loyola University and the parochial school system in New Orleans. His mentorship inspired 
Catholic college students like Norman Francis and Moon Landrieu to carry on the fight for 
integration and equality.  
  
Fichter was a 22-year-old bricklayer in New Jersey when he joined the Jesuit Order in 1930. He 
went on to get his Ph.D. at Harvard in sociology and to become a prolific scholar of more than 
30 books on southern life and the Catholic Church. He came to Loyola as a professor in 1947 
and stayed for the rest of his life.   
  
His first book, on race in the Southern Catholic Church, caused enough of a stir that he was 
forbidden by the church to continue the series.   
  
As soon as he arrived in New Orleans in 1947, Fr. Fichter organized an interracial group of 
Catholic college students, the Committee of Students on Interracial Concerns. Their very 
meetings violated segregation law, and they organized to do far more. The students included 
Xavier undergraduates Norman Francis and Ernest “Dutch” Morial, and Loyola student Moon 
Landrieu. Inspired by both Fathers Fichter and Louis Twomey, this generation of activists went 
on to lead the city to real progress in the decades to come.   
  
Before Brown, Little Rock, or Montgomery, Fr. Fichter fought the leadership of Loyola for 
integration in the late 1940s. He risked censure by his Jesuit peers and by the university, 
pushing them to move beyond cowardice and self-interest. He spoke with a moral clarity that 
finally succeeded in persuading Loyola to admit Norman Francis in 1952.   
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Afterwards, he continued to push hard on Archbishop Rummel to act on his own instincts and 
fully integrate churches and parish life. Their correspondence shows how he helped inspire 
Rummel to take on enormous opposition and ultimately to desegregate parochial schools.   
  
From bricklayer to brilliant scholar, inspiring teacher and courageous activist, Father Joseph 
Fichter represents the best of us.   
  
Learn more 
  
Black, White and Catholic, R. Bentley Anderson (Vanderbilt Press 2005).  
  
Rev. Joseph H. Fichter, 85, Dies; A Jesuit Sociologist and Professor (Published 1994) New 
York Times Obituary. 
  
Anderson, R. (2006). Pride and Prejudice in New Orleans: Joseph Fichter's "Southern Parish". 
U.S. Catholic Historian,24(4), 23-46.  
  
 
Nils R. Douglas  
 
Nils Douglas was a prominent politician, lawyer and civil rights activist in New Orleans. Born in 
1930, Nils Douglas attended Dillard University and graduated from Loyola University School of 
Law in 1959. Short on prospects practicing law in Louisiana given the restrictions imposed on 
African Americans, Douglas considered applying for employment at the post office in New 
Orleans—joining a cadre of underemployed African American lawyers delivering mail. Instead, 
Douglas joined up with fellow New Orleans lawyers Lolis Elie and Robert Collins to form their 
own firm on Dryades Street.  
 
By 1960, Collins, Douglas and Elie had become the principal attorneys in Louisiana for the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). In 1960 the New Orleans chapter of CORE asked Douglas 
and his firm to represent them after a sit-in campaign. The firm agreed to defend CORE chapter 
President Rudy Lombard and three others who had been arrested for their organization of a sit-
in protest at the lunch counter of the McCrory Five and Ten Cent Store. Nelson’s firm appealed 
the case to the United States Supreme Court which, in its decision, declared the city's ban on 
sit-ins unconstitutional. Douglas's firm also provided free legal counsel to the Consumers' 
League, a group of black civil rights activists who protested discriminatory employment 
practices. Despite the high number of civil rights cases the firm took on, they generally did not 
turn a profit. According to Lolis Elie, the firm’s secretary made more than any of its lawyers 
throughout the 1960s. 
 
During this time, Douglas was a frequent candidate for local political offices. In 1963, he ran for 
the Louisiana Senate to represent Wards 8 and 9, and ran for the Louisiana House to represent 
the 9th Ward. In 1966, he ran for the Louisiana House again, and, in 1967, Douglas ran for the 
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Democratic Party State Central Committee. In the 1966 campaign Douglas gained strong 
support from African American voters, though they were not yet numerous enough to elect him; 
it was also out of this campaign that Douglas and others formed the Southern Organization for 
Unified Leadership (SOUL), which organized efforts to register and mobilize African American 
voters. In 1973 Douglas was appointed Criminal District Court Commissioner for Orleans 
Parish, where he served until his retirement in 1986. 
 
In 1982, Douglas started an independent law practice, a practice which remains in his family. 
Douglas was a founding member of the Louis A. Martinet Legal Society and longtime member of 
the Louisiana State Board of Ethics for Elected Officials. Shortly before his death in 2003, 
Douglas was inducted into the Hall of Fame of the National Bar Association. In a letter to Robert 
Penn Warren he expressed his general attitude about fighting for equity and justice in the face 
of overwhelming obstacles: “We struggle on. Though the horizons all seem uniformly bleak.” 
 
Douglas died in 2003 after a battle with Alzeimer’s disease. As Times-Picayune writer Susan 
Finch noted, he spent his life working at “the forefront of the fight to dismantle segregation and 
organize newly enfranchised African-American voters into a powerful force in New Orleans 
politics.” 
 
Adapted from: Andrew Salinas, Douglas, Nils R. (1930-2003), Amistad Research Center 
 
Learn more 
 
Interview with Robert Collins, Nils Douglas, and Lolis Elie | Who Speaks for the Negro? Robert 
Penn Warren Center for the Humanities at Vanderbilt University.  
 
State v. Lewis :: 1967 :: Louisiana Supreme Court Decisions :: Louisiana Case Law :: Louisiana 
Law :: US Law 
 
 
 
Rosa Freeman Keller 
 
Rosa Freeman was born in 1911 to a prominent New Orleans family. Her father was New 
Orleans businessman A.B. Freeman and her mother Ella West Freeman. As the Amistad 
Research Center contends, as “white heiress to a Coca-Cola bottling fortune, Keller could easily 
have chosen to live out her days quietly and comfortably in her Uptown home, with little social 
reflection. Instead, she used her finances and influence to launch a lifelong fight for racial 
equality in the city of New Orleans. 
 
After attending two years of college, Rosa Freeman made her social debut in New Orleans 
where she met her husband Charles Keller. They married in 1932 and moved around for his 
work in the armed services. They settled permanently in New Orleans in 1944 and Keller began 
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the volunteer work that would become the hallmark of her life. She started this journey working 
through her membership in the League of Women Voters on voter registration.  
 
Upon the death of her mother, Keller was invited in 1945 to take her spot on the board of the 
New Orleans YWCA. It was here, scholars argue, that she first encountered the social injustices 
unique to African Americans. Strongly influenced by African American women she met in this 
new role as well as the injustices highlighted by the role of the United States in World War II, 
Keller began using her wealth and influence to support multiple causes. As she notes in her 
personal papers now housed in the Amistad Research Center, “The first time I really got 
interested in politics was war time, ‘cause I thought it was terribly important… And it was also 
when I became interested in race relations. You can see how that fits. I think the thing that really 
outraged people in this country was the way Jews were treated in Germany. It was completely 
outrageous… It scared me a little bit that it was possible that the differences between black 
people and white people could turn into something like what happened in Germany, and I think 
it could have. I started working.”  
 
Along with close friends and philanthropists Edith and Edgar Stern, the Kellers helped finance 
the building of the residential Pontchartrain Park in 1947 for middle-class Black families. The 
project was intended to address housing shortages for African Americans in New Orleans as 
well as to demonstrate to whites of her social and economic class that middle class African 
Americans presented no adverse financial risk to lenders. Keller also became involved with the 
Community Chest (now United Way) and the Urban League during this period.  
 
From her position of great social and economic privilege, Keller championed for the causes of 
the civil rights movement and against the will of most of New Orleans’ white elite, frequently at 
great personal risk. In 1953 she began to advocate for the desegregation of the League of 
Women Voters, which was accomplished briefly in 1955 until reactionary state laws forced a 
rollback in the effort. Keller kept pushing on this issue until desegregation was re-achieved in 
1963. She also took on public transportation in New Orleans.  
 
In the 1950s and 1960s schools became a major focus of Keller’s work, a project she would 
term “her war.” She was a founding member of Save our Schools, a project working to keep 
New Orleans’ schools open after integration during the 1960 “school crisis.” Petitioning the 
school board to stay the course on the integration effort resulted in actual physical threats, 
including one incident in which a (former) friend and school board member threatened her with a 
gun in her uptown home. Despite such threats and discomfort within her own conservative 
social circles, in 1963 she organized and financed the legal representation of the students 
seeking to integrate Tulane University. “When you go against a place like Tulane, you’re really 
attacking a power base,” she said. “They had the best lawyers in the city. Most were graduates 
of Tulane. It was really awful. Two years – nobody thought it would take that long.”  
 
Connected to her work with schools, Keller expended effort on equal access to libraries, medical 
services and public facilities for African Americans, and continuing education for older citizens. 
Keller was an active and influential board member for the New Orleans Public Library beginning 
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in the 1950s, serving as the first woman on a city-wide board. She was also a board member for 
Dillard University and Flint-Goodridge Hospital (both institutions providing crucial services to the 
African American community; see entry for Henry English Braden III). In addition to her board 
work she served as president of the local chapter of the Urban League.  
 
Keller also dedicated herself to the cause of geriatric studies and invested time and money to 
providing educational services and resources to New Orleans’ elderly citizens. The Rosa Keller 
Campus, which provides tuition-free classes to senior citizens at various New Orleans colleges 
and universities and the Rosa Keller Branch of the New Orleans Public Library are but a few of 
the lasting tributes to Keller’s activism and philanthropy. She was also a lifelong advocate of 
women in positions of city leadership, serving as the first woman on the NOPL board and later 
supporting the 1986 campaign for Dorothy Mae Taylor, the first female member-at-large elected 
to the New Orleans City Council. 
 
Her influence was, and continues to be, felt widely across the city. Named as part of the 300 at 
300 (a project to celebrate “those whose contributions had perhaps been overlooked over the 
years, whether because of their race, their gender or simply because of mere circumstance”), 
Keller was memorialized by artists and leaders in the New Orleans’ Times-Picayune in 2018. 
According to civil rights leader Sybil Morial, "[Keller] had great courage and determination and 
belief in her convictions. She went on and on. She was fearless, and, in her very ladylike 
Southern way, she got her message across, and people didn't refuse her."  
 
Keller was granted an honorary alumnus degree from Newcomb College and honorary 
doctorates from Dillard University (1980), Loyola University (1984) and Xavier University (1988). 
Keller also received the Times-Picayune Loving Cup Award, which “honors New Orleans 
residents who have worked unselfishly for the community without expectation of public acclaim 
or material reward.” She was slightly embarrassed by such recognition, noting that “I've received 
so many honors it's absurd. . . . It's funny. I just thought I was being a good Christian.” 
Nonetheless, the extensive award list also includes: the Lane Bryant Award from by the National 
Urban League (1955); the Whitney M. Young Jr. Memorial Third Annual Brotherhood Award, 
from the Urban League of Greater New Orleans (1973); the Benjamin Smith Civil Liberties 
Award (1987) and the Life Achievement Award (1995), from the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Louisiana; the Hanna G. Solomon Award from the National Council of Jewish Women (1982); 
the Weiss Award from  the National Conference of Christians and Jews (1981) and Mayor Marc 
Morial's Medal of Honor.  
 
Keller died on April 15, 1998 but her legacy continues. The Keller Family Foundation, 
established in 1949 by Keller and her husband with 10 shares of Coca-Cola stock, continues to 
support the New Orleans community. The current board of trustees “has keen interests in 
education, youth development, human services, and public affairs” all issues close to Keller’s 
own lifetime of labor in social justice.  
 
Adapted from: Andrew Salinas, Rosa Freeman Keller, Amistad Research Center. 
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Shannon Frystack, Rosa Keller, in 64 Parishes 
 
NOLA4Women: Rosa Freeman Keller: A White Ally That Fought Racism, Amistad Research 
Center Blog 
 
Paper Monuments, Kiki Reinecke, Narrative, and Eliza Carey, Artwork, “Rosa Keller,” New 
Orleans Historical. 
 
Keira V. Williams. "A Case of "Southern Civility": An Oral History of the Desegregation of Tulane 
University." Louisiana History: The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association 47, no. 4 
(2006): 417-33.  
 
 
Current Name: Palmer Park 
 
Benjamin Morgan Palmer (1818-1902) was a minister, orator, confederate sympathizer, and 
staunch proponent of slavery. Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, his 
“Thanksgiving Sermon,” delivered in 1860 after Abraham Lincoln’s election, made him a 
national figure. The Times-Democrat recalled later that it "set the South on fire" and according 
to one historian, “perhaps did more to unify the secessionist cause than any other single clerical 
sermon or political address.”  Defending slavery and advocating its spread, Palmer declared 
that the “providential trust” of the South, was “to conserve and to perpetuate the institution of 
domestic slavery” and ensure “that it should be left open to expansion, subject to no limitations 
save those imposed by God and nature.” After the surrender of New Orleans in 1862, Palmer 
reportedly marched alongside Confederate regiments across the South. By the 1890s, he had 
become one of the “chief architects” of the Lost Cause and a frequent orator before Confederate 
veterans associations. Palmer died in May 1902, after being struck near his house by a 
streetcar. 
  
Palmer Avenue, previously Henry Clay Avenue, was renamed in honor of Palmer in 1898, 
following a petition placed in the Daily Picayune. Palmer lived on Henry Clay/Palmer Avenue 
prior to his death in 1902. That year, City Councilman Dickson proposed renaming Hamilton 
Square, in the Carrollton area, as “Palmer Park” and the park was rededicated under ordinance 
NCS1322. Palmer Park was racially segregated into the 1970s. 
 
Palmer’s Thanksgiving speech: https://civilwarcauses.org/palmer.htm 
 July 4, 1902, Times Picayune 
 
 
 
Potential Names 
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Charles Deslondes 
 
Charles Deslondes, believed to be born on the plantation of Jacques Deslondes in 1789, was 
an enslaved “Creole mulatto” man who led the German Coast Uprising of January 8, 1811, likely 
the largest revolt of enslaved individuals in U.S. history.  
 
As an overseer or “driver” on the plantation of Colonel Manuel Andry, Deslondes had contact 
with a large group of enslaved individuals and helped organize between 200 and 500 of them, 
along with a number of free persons of color (maroons), for a rebellion in early 1811. While 
accounts differ on whether Deslondes had arrived from Haiti or was born into slavery in now-
Louisiana, scholars tend to agree that he occupied “a favorable position on Andry's homestead, 
a detail that would haunt slave owners and authorities who believed that a slave's desire for 
emancipation could be neutralized by a privileged position.”  
 
On January 8, 1811 the initially 25-strong assembled group raided the arsenal of the plantation 
home, after attacking the owner and killing his son, and marched away from the sugar plantation 
in St. John the Baptist parish. They marched along the east bank levee of the “German Coast” 
of the Mississippi River through St. Charles and into Orleans parish, toward the city of New 
Orleans approximately thirty-six miles away. Raiding plantations along the route, the group grew 
to nearly five hundred. According to Robert L. Paquette, the assembled group “beat drums, 
waved flags, and carried a variety of weapons, including firearms.” 
 
The revolt, regularly referred to as the “Deslondes Revolt” in contemporary reports, caused an 
immediate and violent reaction among the white elite. Scholar James Dormon reports that 
nearly all the area’s white residents began fleeing to the protection of the city. According to 
scholar Rhae Lynn Barnes, the rebellion was so large and intimidating that it took several days 
to muster the militia but the Orleans territorial governor, William C. C. Claiborne, eventually 
gathered “a combined force of nearly seven hundred militiamen, slave owners, and U.S. Army 
soldiers [in order] to finally put down the revolt.”  
 
While no evidence yet indicates the precise motivations for the rebellion, Paquette argues that 
“[t]he rapid movement of a disciplined force of slaves who covered dozens of miles in little more 
than twenty-four hours suggests not only a conscious assault on New Orleans, but also a 
[planned] mass slave breakout from the territory, possibly to Haiti.” Leon Waters argues that an 
alternate motive may have been to “establish a black state along the banks of the Mississippi.” 
Despite the fact that historical evidence fails to provide proof of any decisive motive (as historian 
Lawrence Powell reminds us), the overall effect, with a powerful militia of enslaved and free, 
was terrifying to the local white, plantation-owning elite. 
 
Historian Gwendolyn Midlo Hall argues that there was, as a result, “a really brutal put down.”  
An initial militia group led by the aggrieved plantation owner was joined by forces mustered from 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge. Once the rebellion was quelled in a violent massacre by the 
overwhelming gathering of militia might, a sham trial was held on January 13, 1811 and several 
dozen of the rebel leaders were sentenced to death by firing squad. However, many had 
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already been killed in the uprising, including Deslondes, who was tortured and maimed before 
being executed in full public display. At least 95 members of the uprising were eventually caught 
and killed. Although the event has been buried in the historical record for two centuries, the 
rebellion and Deslondes leadership have begun receiving its due recognition, including the 2019 
re-enactment event envisioned and led by artist Dread Scott. 
  
Learn more:  
 
Barnes, Rhae Lynn. "Deslandes (Deslondes), Charles." African American National Biography. 
Ed. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham. New York: Oxford UP, 2008.  
Oxford African American Studies Center. Web (excerpt on “Photo Essay - Slave Revolts”). 
 
The Enslaved Peoples’ Uprising of 1811, New Orleans Historical 
 
Robert L. Paquette, Slave Insurrection of 1811, 64 Parishes 
 
Leon Waters, Jan. 8, 1811: Louisiana’s Heroic Slave Revolt, Zinn Education Project 
 
James Dormon, "The Persistent Specter: Slave Rebellion in Territorial Louisiana." Louisiana 
History: The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association 18, no. 4 (1977): 389-404.  
 
 
Ferdinand Lucien Rousseve  
  
Born in 1904 to Barthelemy and Valentine Mansion Rousseve, Ferdinand Rousseve was raised 
in a household where civic involvement ran deep. His maternal great-grandfather, Lucien 
Mansion was a militant civil rights advocate during Reconstruction and an associate of civil 
rights activists Rodolph Desdunes and Homer Plessy. Educated at Holy Family Boys School, 
Xavier Prep and Straight College (now Dillard) in New Orleans, Rousseve enthusiastically 
pursued higher education opportunities Jim Crow denied to him, moving to Chicago where he 
earned a diploma in Mechanical Drawing and Elementary Machine Design from Coyne Trade 
and Technical School in 1924. Between 1925 and 1948 he earned scholarships to attend MIT, 
the University of Chicago and Harvard.  
 
In between degrees Rousseve began his career in teaching, first at Howard University in 
Washington, DC and then at Xavier, where he became founding head of the Department of Art 
and a national leader in developing collegiate art education.  
 
As a Black architect working in mid-century New Orleans, Rousseve made significant 
contributions to the built landscapes of the city’s Black neighborhoods through his design of 
spaces for community institutions, especially churches, educational, and healthcare facilities. 
Many of the buildings he designed still stand today, including: the Ashton Theater on Apple 
Street in Hollygrove; St. Raymond Catholic Church on Paris Avenue in Gentilly; parts of the 
Holy Ghost Catholic Church complex on Louisiana Avenue in Central City; Beecher Memorial 
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Congregational Church on Miro Street in the Seventh Ward; and Greater Tulane Baptist Church 
in Mid-City. Beyond New Orleans, Rousseve designed the City of St. Jude Catholic hospital 
complex in Montgomery, Alabama, which hosted civil rights demonstrators on the final night of 
the Selma-to-Montgomery march in 1965. Only months later Rousseve passed away, at the age 
of 61.  
 
During his professional years Rousseve was a prominent member of civic institutions in New 
Orleans and Boston including the Urban League, the Catholic Interracial Council and 
Cambridge Community Services. In 1961 he was appointed a State Department delegate to the 
United States Committee for United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). Through this work Rousseve advocated for civic and community causes on scales 
from the local to the global, using his technical and artistic skills in an effort to help create 
buildings, cities and spaces for all of us. It is fitting that such a prominent public space, once 
painfully segregated for the use of white people only but now open to and enjoyed by all, should 
bear his name.  
 
 
Learn More 
 
Rousseve, Ferdinand L. (1904-1965) | Amistad Research Center 
 
PRC welcomes the new Carrollton-Hollygrove Cultural District 
 
Burrell, S. Ferdinand L. Rousseve papers, 1914-1979 | Amistad Research Center 
 
 
 
Earl Cyril Palmer  
  
It is time to rename Palmer Park as Palmer Park—to honor New Orleans native Earl Cyril 
Palmer. Earl Cyril Palmer was a New Orleans-born musician, dancer, U.S. Army veteran, and 
early inductee into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Born in 1924, his training began in childhood 
on the Black Vaudeville circuit and as a tap dancer and makeshift drummer on Bourbon Street. 
By the age of twelve in 1937, “little Earl Palmer” was headlining a floor show at the Rhythm Club 
in New Orleans. 
 
Palmer became a world-renowned drummer who contributed the distinctive rhythm of New 
Orleans percussion to the American rock-n-roll cannon. In 1949, he played drums on Fats 
Domino’s “The Fat Man,” often cited as one of the first Rock and Roll records. On early 
recordings by Little Richard, Lloyd Price, and others, he developed a new beat that influenced 
thousands of drummers. Recording with artists as diverse as Frank Sinatra, Dizzy Gillespie, and 
the Beach Boys, he reinvented the very rhythm of American music. He earned the unofficial title 
of “Most Recorded Drummer in History” and in 2000 he was in the first group of sidemen 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  The New Orleans--and Earl Palmer--roots of the 
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rock and roll beat, including a second-line bass drum intro, are easy to trace in the Fats Domino 
song “I’m Walkin’.”   
 
Palmer’s family home was 918 N. Claiborne Avenue, at the corner of N. Claiborne and 
Dumaine—which musician Danny Barker once called a “swinging corner.” Palmer Park is on the 
uptown end of the same thoroughfare, located at the intersection of Carrollton and Claiborne 
Avenues. 
 
Once part of the McCarty plantation, the 5.6 acre site called “Hamilton Square” was set aside for 
public use by Charles Zimpel in his plan for the Town of Carrollton. In July 1902, a city 
ordinance renamed the space for Rev. Palmer, a staunch supporter of slavery and leading 
ideologue of the treasonous insurrection. 
 
Besides the welcome removal of B.M. Palmer’s name to honor one of the city’s most important 
musicians, there are at least three good reasons to rename Palmer Park, Palmer Park. One, its 
location is on Claiborne Avenue, a street important to Palmer’s upbringing. Two, this change 
requires no new street signage or altered addresses for residents.  And there is a third, 
especially fitting reason for New Orleanians to make this change:  as one citizen explained on a 
change.org petition: “Earl Palmer swings. The minister does not.” 
  
Learn More 
 
Earl Palmer's House - New Orleans Music Map, A Closer Walk NOLA 
 
Earl Palmer video, from Drummer World 
 
 
  
Current Name: Capdeville Street 
 
Paul Capdevielle (1842-1922) served in the New Orleans Guard Regiment of Infantry of the 
Confederacy and later in Boone’s Louisiana Artillery. He was captured in 1863 and quickly 
paroled, upon which time he immediately returned to the insurrection and fought the United 
States Army until the end of the war in 1865. For his service to the Confederacy he was 
conferred the Cross of Honor by the United Daughters of the Confederacy in 1904. 
  
In 1877 he was appointed by Governor Nicholls to serve on the Louisiana State Board of 
Education. Nicholls’ contested election and time in office marked the end of Reconstruction and 
his administration and state agencies sought to erode the Reconstruction-era gains in 
integration and the democratic rights of African Americans. During Capdeveille’s tenure, the 
State Constitution of 1879 was passed which permitted school segregation while the State 
Board pushed for an end to integrated schools in New Orleans in direct violation of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
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As Mayor of New Orleans in 1900, Capdevielle was instrumental in the city’s response and lack 
thereof to the murderous violence visited upon African Americans during the hunt for Robert 
Charles. He called out a militia of some 1,500 white citizens to help in the manhunt for Charles, 
a manhunt that resulted in the deaths of several African-Americans and the burning and looting 
of numerous buildings, included the arson of an African-American school. Historians agree that 
the violence of those riots, along with similar examples across the South during that era, was 
instrumental in solidifying Jim Crow segregation and disenfranchisement. During his tenure as 
mayor Capdevielle was also a prominent advocate for the Lost Cause mythology that went hand 
in hand with disenfranchisement, praising Jefferson Davis’ “leadership in the southern cause” 
that has “given him a place in history to which no other name can lay claim, and to which 
homage will be ever rendered.” 
  
He named the one block long street bearing his name after himself in Ordinance N.C.S. 2245. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Louis C. Roudanez  
 
Louis Charles Roudanez was a physician and pioneer journalist who forged one of the most 
important civil rights campaigns in American History. In 1823, he was born in St. James Parish 
to Aimée Potens, a free woman of color, and a French merchant. He later traveled to Paris, 
France, where he earned a medical degree. Roudanez continued to study medicine in the 
United States before opening his own successful practice in the French Quarter. Roudanez was 
inspired by the ideals of liberty and equality he encountered in France and sought to secure 
them for people of color in his home country.  
 
As Union forces seized New Orleans in 1862, Roudanez, his brother Jean-Baptiste, and Paul 
Trevigne launched L’Union, the South’s first Black newspaper. L’Union, published only in 
French and limited in reach and content to the City’s gens de couleur did not last, but two weeks 
after it closed its doors, Roudanez founded and financed the first Black daily newspaper in 
American history, the bilingual New Orleans Tribune. The Tribune proclaimed itself as the 
“organ of the oppressed,” promoting equality for all people of African descent. It was a powerful 
political tool that promoted an agenda of Black enfranchisement, equal public accommodation, 
and integrated public schools.  
 
The Tribune was instrumental in the creation of the 1868 Louisiana Constitution, the most 
radical of the Reconstruction era. The paper also helped establish the Freedmen's Aid 
Association, an organization that assisted in educating Blacks in the South. Though short-lived, 
the Tribune was a fierce voice for justice and a powerful mechanism for change.  
 
Louis Roudanez died in 1890. He is remembered for his persistent work in pursuit of equality, 
an ideal that he held true in all of his work. He waged this fight with eloquence as a publisher 
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and true compassion as a physician. His work at the forefront of the fight for civil rights, in a time 
of racial and political tumult, are worthy of remembrance today 
 
Learn More 
 
Bell, C. (2008). The Common Wind's Creole Visionary: Dr. Louis Charles Roudanez. South 
Atlantic Review, 73(2), 10-25.  
 
Roudanez: History and Legacy – Exploring the history of Dr. Louis Charles Roudanez, founder 
of the New Orleans Tribune 
 
Residence and Medical Practice of Dr. Louis Charles Roudanez and Family - Stop 4 of 9 on The 
New Orleans Tribune: America's First Black Daily Newspaper tour on New Orleans Historical 
 
Roudanez: History and Legacy, Zinn Education Project 
 
 
 
Robert Charles 

In late 1865, Robert Charles was born a free man in Copiah County, southwest Mississippi.  It 
was not long after the Union Army had dealt the treasonous insurrection its final defeat on the 
battlefield at Appomattox. Charles’ parents were enslaved when they conceived him. The most 
concrete things that can be said about his childhood in Copiah are that his parents were 
sharecroppers as well as being literate and that his father was a registered voter.  

What was especially noteworthy about Copiah was that unlike elsewhere in Mississippi, it 
developed a political coalition between poor whites and African Americans under the banner of 
the Independent Party until 1883. That year, interracial democracy in Mississippi was defeated 
via assassinations and a mass riot led by the county’s white Democratic Party. This was the 
world in which Robert Charles--and so many like him--grew to adulthood. 

Throughout his 20s Charles did what many young men from poor backgrounds did during the 
late 19th century—he took to the road in search of decent jobs, opportunity, and independence.  
By the century's end he had established himself in New Orleans, working in a variety of jobs 
and generally residing around what is now known as Central City along with thousands of others 
who migrated to the city from places as close as Copiah and as far away as Sicily, China, and 
Ireland. He was known around the neighborhood for his intelligence, his love of reading and 
autodidacticism, and his promotion of the Back-to-Africa movement.  

Late in the night on July 23, 1900, Charles and a friend were doing what so many New 
Orleanians have done on a hot July evening before and since—sitting on a porch, probably 
having a drink, and waiting for friends to finish work. Three white police officers hassled Charles 
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and demanded to know what he and his friend were doing and for whatever reason, or no 
reason at all, one of the police officers grabbed Charles and started a scuffle.  

What is certain is that one officer pulled his gun, to which Charles responded in self-defence.  
Shots were fired, and Charles took a bullet in the leg before escaping into the night to his 
apartment. When police, following the trail of blood, arrived at his apartment, Charles opened 
fire again before escaping into the night where he holed up in an apartment not far from the 
Dryades Market.  

Even if Charles had no way of knowing for certain as he hid out, as an African American man in 
1900 New Orleans, he surely would have guessed what was about to occur in the streets 
around him.  Now dubbed the “archfiend” of white New Orleans, the mayor had given any man a 
license to kill Charles and a reward was offered for his body, “dead or alive.”  

Thousands of white New Orleanians rioted through the streets and tore through homes looking 
for any sign of Charles. These men had practice terrorizing everyday New Orleanians—Black 
and white alike—having engaged in the similar anti-Sicilian riot only nine years before and they 
went about their bloodshed with the skill of professionals, burning down the Thomy Lafon 
School, beating countless people, and killing at least 20 people before it was all over. 

Acting on a tip, on the 27th of July, the police, along with a deputized militia that came to 
number in the thousands, surrounded Charles’ hiding spot at 1208 S. Saratoga. There the 
police and the mob repeatedly fired on the house, with Charles expertly returning shots, killing 
another 5 police and militia members by the late afternoon. At that point, unhappy with the 
thousand-to-one odds in their favor, the police lit fire to the ground floor and smoked Charles out 
of the house. He was shot by a militia member before the crowd fired thousands of bullets into 
his dead body. 

On July 27, 1900 Robert Charles died a free man in Orleans Parish, Louisiana.    

Learn More 

Hair, W. I. (2008). Carnival of fury: Robert Charles and the New Orleans race riot of 1900. Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press. 

Wells, I.B.(1900). "Mob Rule in New Orleans: Robert Charles and His Fight to Death, the Story 
of His Life, Burning Human Beings Alive, Other Lynching Statistics. Chicago: Ida B. Wells, 1900.  

 
 
Revius Ortique Jr.  
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Revius Ortique Jr. was born June 14, 1924, in New Orleans to Revius O. Ortique Sr. and Lillie 
Edith Long. Educated in the parochial and public schools in the city, he first attended Xavier 
University in New Orleans, then transferred to Dillard University; however, his education was 
interrupted by his military service during World War II. He served for four years in the Pacific as 
an officer in the still segregated U.S. Army. In 1946, he returned to Dillard University where he 
graduated with a bachelor of arts in sociology in 1947. He earned a master’s degree in 
criminology from the University of Indiana, Bloomington in 1949.  
 
In 1956, Ortique earned his J.D. from Southern University Law School in Baton Rouge and 
pursued a career as an attorney at a time when there were few African American lawyers 
working in the U.S. court system. He was involved in the civil rights movement using law as a 
vehicle and became a civil rights attorney representing efforts in Louisiana to integrate labor 
unions; he often represented Black workers in lawsuits seeking equal pay. And in 1956, Ortique 
also began private practice in New Orleans where his clientele were primarily middle-class 
African Americans.  
 
At the beginning of his career, he considered himself a general practitioner and accepted many 
types of cases but, as his career progressed, Ortique began to specialize in personal injury and 
domestic cases and, later, estate cases. Ortique’s practice became one of the largest 
specializing in estate cases in Louisiana. He also participated in civil rights cases involving 
equal pay and employment discrimination lawsuits prior to and after the enactment of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Act. These cases include Lloyd Lewis v. Celotex Corporation of 
Marrero (1958), Tom Brown v. Richard Brown and Crown Zellerbach Corporation (1963), 
Parsons v. Kaiser Aluminum Chemical Corporation, as well as the Vogler v. McCarty Case 
(1968).  
 
Ortique began his judicial career in 1978, when the Louisiana Supreme Court appointed him as 
a judge pro tempore of the Orleans Parish Civil District Court to complete the term of Adrian 
Duplantier. In 1979, he was elected to fill out the term of retiring judge Oliver Carriere. He was 
reelected in 1984 and he was elected chief judge two years later. In 1992, he became the first 
African American elected to the Louisiana Supreme Court. He served until June 1994 when he 
retired at the age of 70. 
 
Throughout his life, Ortique served in numerous civic and professional organizations including 
the Community Improvement Agency, the Community Relations Council, the National Legal Aid 
and Defender Association, the National Bar Association and the Urban League of Greater New 
Orleans. As president of the Community Relations Council, he negotiated for the peaceful 
desegregation of lunch counters, hotels and other public facilities in New Orleans. As president 
of the National Bar Association, Ortique lobbied President Lyndon Johnson to appoint Black 
judges to the federal bench. In 1970, after the killing of student protestors by National 
Guardsmen at Kent State University and Jackson State University, President Richard Nixon 
appointed Ortique to the President’s Commission on Campus Unrest. Nixon also appointed him 
to serve on the Legal Services Corporation in 1974. This private nonprofit corporation was 
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established by the U.S. Congress to ensure equal access to the criminal justice system for 
those who were unable to afford legal assistance.  
 
Ortique was chairman for eight years on the New Orleans Aviation Board appointed by Mayor 
Marc Morial in 1994. He was also a member of the Louisiana Ethics Commission. In 1999, he 
was named an alternate to the United Nations General Assembly by President Bill Clinton. 
Revius Ortique died in 2008. 
 
Learn More 
 
The Honorable Revius Oliver Ortique, Jr.'s Biography interview, from The HistoryMakers. 
 
"Too Little, Too Late?" by Revius O. Ortique, Jr. symposium article, The Catholic Lawyer, 
Volume 14 Number 2 Volume 14, Spring 1968, Number 2. 
 
Congressional Record (Bound Edition), Volume 154 (2008), Part 10 - TRIBUTE TO JUSTICE 
REVIUS ORTIQUE 
  
Revius Ortique Oral History, Kim Lacy Rogers Oral History Collection, Amistad Research 
Center 
 
 
 
Current Name: Penn Street 

Davidson Bradfute Penn (1836-1902) was born in Virginia though the son of a prominent New 
Orleans businessman. After a military and legal education in New Orleans he returned to New 
Orleans in 1858 and ran a cotton press.  At the outbreak of the insurrection in 1861 he induced 
his employees to join him in the treason.  He became a Captain in the 7th Louisiana Infantry and 
was promoted to Colonel in July of 1862. General Jubal Early praised his service against the 
United States in the key battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg. He was 
captured by the U.S. Army at Rappahannock, Virginia in November of 1863 and served out the 
remainder of the official war in prison. He was paroled in May of 1865. 

Upon his parole he returned to New Orleans and continued his business career while entering 
politics. By 1872 he had become prominent in the anti-Reconstruction politics in New Orleans. 
In this capacity he became a key strategist in the White League’s attempted overthrow of the 
Louisiana government and battle against the Metropolitan Police in 1874, “tak(ing) overall 
command of the political leadership of the rebellion,” according to Loyola historian Justin 
Nystrom in his study Redeemers Carnival. During the treason that left thirteen New Orleans 
Metropolitan Police dead, Penn was inaugurated Lieutenant Governor in the coup government. 
Following the insurrection ,Penn remained in New Orleans and was prominent in the Boston 
Club and the anti-Reconstruction political circles that chipped away at the rights of Louisiana 
Citizens before fully attacking them at the 1898 Constitutional Convention.  
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Potential Names 
 
Dr. Sara Mayo 
              
 Described as giving “unstintingly not only her skill but... her heart,” Dr. Sara Tew Mayo 
(1869-1930) was a physician and humanitarian reformer.  Her dedication to healthcare 
significantly improved the lives of thousands of disadvantaged women and children living in New 
Orleans. Reconfiguring the role and expectations of women in early 1900s society, Mayo’s 
revolutionary medical work helped to alleviate many of the injustices of the male-dominated 
medical profession both within New Orleans and throughout the nation. 
 
Born on the 26th of May 1869 in Catahoula Parish, Mayo was the daughter of George Spencer 
Mayo and Emily Tew. She had a consistent interest in medicine throughout her childhood, 
practicing her skills on dolls and pets. Determined to challenge gender expectations and 
become a physician, Mayo applied to Tulane University Medical School but was rejected. 
Undeterred by the discrimination at Tulane, Mayo left for Philadelphia, where she entered 
Woman’s Medical College and graduated in 1898.  
 
Despite successfully completing her medical degree, the constraints of patriarchal society were 
a barrier to Mayo finding paid work. The all-male Orleans Parish Medical Society barred her and 
the city’s public hospitals and clinics refused to hire her. She eventually served at the free 
medical clinic of the New Orleans social settlement Kingsley House, where she became 
acquainted with seven other women similarly determined to break the barriers of discrimination 
in the medical field. Unsatisfied by the limited opportunities available to them, Dr. Mayo and her 
female colleagues, who included Dr. Clara Glenk, Dr. Susanna Otis, Dr. Elizabeth Bass, Dr. 
Cora Bass, Dr. Clothilde Jacquet, Dr. Edith Loeber and Dr. M. Blanche Fassy, established the 
New Orleans Hospital and Dispensary for Women and Children in 1905.    

Serving patients “irrespective of sect, creed or colour”--a courageous motto during the height of 
Jim Crow segregation--the hospital was strategically located in the Irish Channel and treated the 
large numbers of poor immigrant women and children who lived nearby. Offering specialized 
services such as: internal medicine; surgery; pediatrics; dermatology; gynecology; neurology; 
obstetrics; and dentistry, the hospital began on $25 capital, borrowed furniture, and eight 
patients. Depending solely on donations for their respective wages, Mayo and her colleagues 
still dispensed free medicine to anyone who required it. Assisting a population which was 
otherwise neglected, the hospital treated 3,760 patients in the first year alone. The surrounding 
community shared the doctors’ commitment to keeping the hospital functioning. Dockworkers 
gathered driftwood from the Mississippi River to stock the hospital’s furnace and neighborhood 
residents donated tallow candles and kerosene lamps to keep the hospital open during storms. 
A vital resource for the New Orleans community, the hospital was eventually sponsored with a 
state appropriation which allowed it to expand and construct a nursing school. 
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The first female medical professional to be awarded the New Orleans Times-Picayune ‘Loving 
Cup’ for outstanding civic service, Dr. Mayo’s impact on New Orleans was far-reaching and 
went beyond her work at the hospital. Dr.Mayo served for many years as a doctor at the St. 
Anna’s Asylum for destitute women and children and was a member of the staff at Touro 
Infirmary and the Baptist Hospital. In addition, she belonged to the YWCA and ERA (Equal 
Rights for All) Club, an organization devoted to women’s suffrage, equality, and social civic 
reform. She also helped establish the local outpost of the Sickles Club to provide free 
medication to New Orleanians who couldn’t otherwise afford life-saving drugs. Because of Dr. 
Mayo thousands of New Orleanians received life-saving care they otherwise would have been 
denied.  

Learn More 

How love helped shatter a New Orleans glass ceiling from Times Picayune 300 at 300 series, 
celebrating New Orleans Tricentennial. 
  
Blake Pontchartrain What happened to Sara Mayo Hospital in New Orleans? in the New 
Orleans Gambit. December 17, 2018. 
 
 
Arthur Esteves  

Arthur Esteves was born in 1837 in Haiti but spent the majority of his life in New Orleans. He 
worked as a sailmaker, gaining the reputation of being reliable and fair. Esteves belonged to a 
growing class of Black Americans that had never been enslaved. Esteves was devoted to 
education and served as president of the Couvent School, founded in 1848 by freed slave Marie 
Couvent. The Couvent School was the first community school in the Deep South dedicated to 
the education of Black students. Esteves is credited with bringing the school into the new 
century, expanding the building and using his business acumen to run the school successfully.  

Esteves was also deeply involved in another educational organization, the Justice, Protective, 
Educational, and Social Club, where he served as treasurer and likely met Homer Plessy. 

Upon Homer Plessy’s arrest for sitting in the segregated white train carriage, Plessy was 
supported by the Comité des Citoyens. Arthur Esteves was elected president of the Comité, an 
integrated group that held several demonstrations after Judge Ferguson ruled against Plessy. 
The Comité, with Esteves at the helm, took the appeal to the Supreme Court, where Plessy v. 
Ferguson cemented the Jim Crow policies and introduced the “separate but equal” legal 
doctrine.  

The promises of Reconstruction were fading as Jim Crow laws became more entrenched, but 
these laws faced resistance. Plessy vs Ferguson is an important example of opposition to 
oppression that occurred throughout the Jim Crow period. Arthur Esteves is not just significant 
for his role as president of the Comité des Citoyens; he represents a consequential cohort of 
African American people:educated, politically active, and engaged in working to improve their  
communities. His devoted work at the Couvent school ensured its survival and ongoing 
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success, and his work with the Comité des Citoyens bringing Plessy v. Ferguson before the 
Supreme Court affected national policy for decades to come. He died in 1908 and is buried in 
St. Louis Cemetery No. 2.  

Learn More  

Couvent School in New Orleans Historical  

PMMV #004 Comité des Citoyens — Paper Monuments 
 
Scott, R. (2007). The Atlantic World and the Road to "Plessy v. Ferguson". The Journal of 
American History,94(3), 726-733. doi:10.2307/25095133 
 
 
Marseillaise Noire  
 
“La Marseillaise Noire: Chant de Paix,” or “The Black Marseillaise: Song of Peace” in English 
translation, is a poem that was first published on 21 July 1867 in La Tribune de la Nouvelle-
Orléans, a French-language newspaper edited by Charles Roudanez. The author of the poem, 
writing under the pseudonym Camille Naudin, presents a powerful indictment of the racism and 
oppression that had been insidiously cultivated by social custom and written into law throughout 
the city’s long history. The way out of injustice and cyclical violence, “La Marseillaise Noire” 
states clearly, is only through forgiveness of the “heinous crimes” of the past and an ongoing 
commitment to creating a more peaceful world founded on the common humanity of all people. 
  
The poem’s significance cannot be divorced from the context of 1867. Its publication followed 
the end of the Civil War, the passage of the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery, and most 
significantly, the 1866 Mechanics’ Institute Massacre in New Orleans (on site of today’s 
Roosevelt Hotel). When democratically elected state representatives met on 30 July 1866 to 
rewrite the state constitution of 1864, the goal was to eliminate the oppressive Black Codes and 
to give all men the right to vote regardless of color or race. Supporters of the new Constitution 
met at the Mechanics’ Institute and marched in solidarity, but they found themselves violently 
attacked by a white mob of city policemen and civilians in a bloodbath that left over 40 people 
dead and 150 wounded. The poem was a direct response to massacre and offered a message 
of struggle and justice in the wake of such a horrific attack on freedom and democracy. 
  
The poem becomes even more significant when considered alongside the French song to which 
its tune is set. “La Marseillaise,” now the national anthem of France, was originally written as a 
battle hymn by Claude Joseph Rouget de Lisle in 1792 at the beginning of the French 
Revolution. The battle hymn’s message is simple: the way out of injustice and oppression can 
only be achieved through resistance to the oppressor. “To arms, citizens,” the refrain begins, 
“Form your battalions, / Let’s march, let’s march! / Let impure blood / Water our fields!” As a 
“chant de guerre,” the song is intended to rile up the French revolutionaries as they march 
forward risking their lives to kill their opponents. Naudin’s refrain, however, is a call for universal 
justice regardless of identity. “Arise!,” he writes, “The hour is come, to every laborer / The bread 
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that he has earned, whatever his color.” Unlike Rouget de Lisle, Naudin condemns violence on 
both moral and practical grounds and, as new words are brought to bear on an old tune, the 
only solution is “a most holy alliance.” “May blacks and whites all unite,” Naudin urges us all, 
“Once wrongs of old have turned to right, / And walk together in confidence.” 
 
Learn More 
 
La Marseillaise noire / Edgard Ravahatra. Camille Naudin . performance video. 
 
Danièle Harris Introduction to The Black Marseillaise, part of The stories that history tells us:  
Afro-Créole literature from 19th Century Louisiana 
 
In Civil War New Orleans, Black, French-speaking poets fought for civil rights, Historic New 
Orleans Collection. 
 
 
 
Current Name: Lee Circle* 

Virginia native Robert E. Lee (1800-1870) studied at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point and served for over three decades in the U.S. Army during the mid-1800s up until 
1861, when he resigned to join the Confederacy.  Lee opposed federal interference in the 
policies of southern states regarding slavery, but framed his decision to resign from the U.S. 
Army in terms of loyalty to his home state of Virginia rather than on strong commitment to 
secession.  

Nevertheless, Lee helped to organize the beginnings of Confederate military operations against 
the United States and his former military comrades from 1861 to 1862 and then commanded the 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia from June of 1862 through the end of the Civil War.  This 
was the most important Confederate Army in the eastern theater.  After the Confederate defeat 
in 1865, Lee became President of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia—now Washington 
& Lee University, renamed in honor of the five years Lee spent before his death transforming 
the college.. 

Lee married Mary Custis in 1831 and together they had seven children.  Lee’s birth family and 
the family he made with Custis held small numbers of captive African-Americans who they 
exploited for labor around their households.  Upon the death of his father-in-law, George 
Washington Parke Custis, in 1857, Lee inherited responsibility for large agricultural holdings and 
hundreds of enslaved people.  The Custis will mandated emancipation for these captives no 
later than five years after his death but left the exact timing of such emancipation to his 
executors.  General Lee chose to maintain these people in bondage in order to cover Custis’ 
debts and other expenses and by various accounts favored strict control and violent punishment 
of this captive workforce during those five years.  Even the most sympathetic Lee biographers 
concede that he viewed black people as inferior to white people, and  that he supported 
continued white dominance of culture, politics and society after the war. 



 

95 

Lee had no direct connection to New Orleans.  The placement of a statue in his honor at Tivoli 
Circle occurred in 1884, organized by supporters of “Lost Cause” ideas which downplayed the 
centrality of slavery in motivating the rise of the Confederacy and sought to maintain the 
centrality of white supremacy in southern social, economic, and political life after the war.  
These supporters also sought to promote permanent white control of black life and labor in the 
postwar south.  The installation of the Lee statue and the naming of streets—without any 
particular Lee connection to the city—matched similar efforts by “Lost Cause” champions 
elsewhere in the region. 

The monument to Robert E. Lee at Tivoli Circle was permanently removed by order of the New 
Orleans City Council in 2017. 

*The legal name of the circle is Tivoli Circle; its popular usage as Lee Circle dates after the 1884 erection 
of the former statue by the Robert E. Lee Monumental Association on land within the circle termed “Lee 
Place” and donated by the New Orleans City Council. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Leah Chase  
 
In a 2016 interview Leah Chase said, “You know, in New Orleans, a good bowl of gumbo is 
important to us. Food is what we are all about. We make people happy with our good food and 
we think that is important. Food is a way to bring people together. It always has been.” Leah 
Chase spent seventy-five years at Dooky Chase Restaurant, and after all those years, she was 
most moved by the different groups of people and the roles they played in shaping the city of 
New Orleans into a center for Creole cuisine but also as a center for civil rights. 
 
Chef Chase was aware of the need to create a “gathering space” centered around the city’s 
food culture which was built by countless African Americans who worked in the kitchens of New 
Orleans’ finest restaurants and established the city’s true culinary greatness. They did not have 
degrees and credentials but they had family recipes, determination, hard work, and a love of 
food. They did not receive the recognition that they deserved but Chef Chase spent over seven 
decades working to showcase the city’s African American chefs and the cuisine that made New 
Orleans the culinary destination that it remains to this day.   
 
Chef Chase was well aware that there was so much more to food in our city than what was on 
the table and of the role it played in some of the most critical times of our city’s history, 
During the Civil Rights era, Dooky Chase Restaurant really did change the course of America 
over countless meals. In the midst of segregation the restaurant was the only place that whites 
and Blacks could meet to develop strategies for integration without being bothered by law 
enforcement. In the 1960s, all of the freedom riders in Louisiana met at the restaurant to 
determine who to vote for once they had the right to vote. According to Chase, “Thurgood 
Marshall and the others wanted to make changes without offending people. The young people 
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wanted to fight for things right away no matter the consequences. Thurgood Marshall sat in our 
restaurant and developed a strategy for integration over a bowl of gumbo and fried chicken.” 
 
Chef Chase long believed that the total community should work for change together, but also 
that embracing diversity and shedding the past was hard to do. In one of her last interviews she 
stated, “As we work together to move forward in New Orleans, even as we accomplish difficult 
changes, food will continue to be important to us. The city will continue to be a food destination. 
The truth is, the food may get you to New Orleans, but it’s everything else that makes you 
realize how truly amazing this city is.” 
 
Leah Chase was truly a pioneer in the New Orleans culinary scene and received countless 
awards and honorary degrees but,more importantly, she realized the power of food to nourish 
equal rights of all citizens of New Orleans and beyond. She spurred change in the city and 
deserves long standing recognition for her work feeding the people of the city in every way. 
 
Learn More 
 
Leah Chase, 96, Creole Chef Who Fed Presidents and Freedom Riders, Dies (Published 2019) 
New York Times 
 
An interview with the Queen of Creole Cuisine | Leah Chase and Pat Mitchell TED Talks 
 
Make It Good: An Interview with Leah Chase in 64 Parishes 
 
Considering Leah Chase, National Portrait Gallery 
 
Let’s remember Leah Chase as an indispensable civil rights figure, Jarvis DeBerry in the Times 
Picayune 
 

Dorothy Mae Taylor 

 
As an activist and elected official, Dorothy Mae Delavallade Taylor transformed New Orleans. 
She led grassroots movements to secure equal funding for public facilities that served Blacks in 
the Jim-Crow era, and as a member of the city council she helped to desegregate Carnival 
Krewes. 
  
Dorothy Mae Taylor’s firsthand experiences of racism helped to inspire a lifetime of political 
activism. Born in the era of Jim Crow, Taylor studied in segregated schools before attending 
Southern University in Baton Rouge. She married Johnny Taylor and had five children. 
Dissatisfaction with the material deprivation her children experienced in unequally funded, all-
black public schools in the 1950s motivated Taylor to organize and to enter politics. As a PTA 
leader, she spearheaded successful demonstrations before the Orleans Parish School Board for 
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equal funding for segregated, black schools. Next, Taylor launched an equally successful 
protest against the New Orleans Recreation Department (NORD) and its practice of allocating 
more funds to white-serving recreational facilities than to black-serving ones. Taylor’s strategy 
of showing that, as practiced, “separate but equal” amounted to “separate and unequal” 
contributed to the nationwide Civil Rights Movement and its effort to both demonstrate and fight 
the fundamental injustice of Jim Crow discrimination. 
  
Taylor shifted her focus to public health care access for some of the city’s most impoverished 
citizens. She worked as director of the Total Community Actions’s Central City Neighborhood 
Health Clinic. In 1971, with Oretha Castle Haley as a campaign manager, Taylor won a special 
election to become the first African American woman elected to the Louisiana State Legislature, 
where, in her tenure of nearly one decade, she took particular interest in penal reform. In 1984, 
Governor Edwin Edwards appointed her head of the Department of Urban and Community 
Affairs, making her the first black woman to head a state department. 
  
In 1986, Taylor again made local history when she became the first African American woman 
elected to the New Orleans City Council (Peggy Wilson was elected that same year). As an at-
large councilmember, she transformed the city’s most iconic cultural institution – Mardi Gras. In 
1991, she introduced an ordinance that banned discrimination in Mardi Gras Krewes, a practice 
that was rampant despite Krewes’ use of public accommodation and services. Specifically, 
Taylor’s ordinance required Krewes to adopt open admission membership policies to obtain 
parade permits and utilize city services. Many of the oldest Krewes were all-white and all-male  
and they effectively banned people of color, women, Jewish people, Italian-Americans, and/or 
members of the LGBTQ community. Detractors lambasted her as “The Grinch who Stole Mardi 
Gras.” Undeterred, Taylor insisted on the anti-discrimination legislation and she paved the way 
for a more inclusive Mardi Gras. 
  
In 1993, Taylor championed an ordinance that allowed for the removal of any public monument 
that “fosters ideologies which are in conflict with the requirements of equal protection.” That 
ordinance paved the way for today’s reassessment of the city’s streets and monuments. It would 
be fitting, then, to memorialize a woman who, as an activist and elected official, worked 
tirelessly to make New Orleans a more equal and inclusive place. 
 
Learn More  
 
Michael Radcliff, “Remembering Dorothy Mae Taylor: The First Lady of 1300 Perdido St.,” The 
Louisiana Weekly, June 14, 2011. 
  
James Gill, “Dorothy Mae Taylor is gone, but New Orleans to vote soon on her 'original vision',” 
Times-Picayune, October 23, 2019. 
  
Dorothy Mae Taylor, Historic New Orleans Collection 
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Les Comité des Citoyens 
 
Les Comité des Citoyens (The Citizens Committee) was a post-Reconstruction civil rights group 
that challenged racial oppression with a combination of radical journalism, civil disobedience, 
and legal action. The founders of the Committee first cohered around the radical newspaper 
The Crusader, founded in 1889 by Louis Martinet, in resistance to the sweeping assault on the 
rights of Black citizens in the South. 
 
By 1891, the Committee formally launched a response to the passage of the Separate Car Act, 
a Louisiana law requiring segregated train cars in Louisiana. In hopes of overturning the law, the 
Committee organized actions in which members sought arrest by sitting in whites-only train cars 
with the intention of fighting the case all the way to the Supreme Court. 
 
On June 7, 1892, Committee member Homer A. Plessy was arrested in New Orleans for 
violating the Separate Car Act. Despite the efforts of the Committee, which financed and 
publicized Plessy’s case, the arrest ultimately resulted in the infamous Supreme Court decision 
Plessy v. Ferguson, which essentially legalized segregation at the federal level. 
 
The Committee included many prominent Black and mixed-race Creole New Orleanians of the 
late 19th century, including Haitian-born Arthur Esteves, a local sailmaker and leader of the first 
free school for Black children in the United States; C. C. Antoine, a former officer in the Union 
Army and highest black elected official in the Louisiana Reconstruction government; Rodolphe 
Desdunes, a customs agent and firebrand columnist for The Crusader; and Aristide Mary, a 
Reconstruction leader and wealthy philanthropist who financed legal challenges to Jim Crow 
laws. 
 
 
Learn More 
 
PMMV #004 Comité des Citoyens — Paper Monuments 
 
Plessy v. Ferguson, Zinn Education Project 
 
HISTORY PLESSY V FERGUSON, Plessy & Ferguson Foundation  
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Tulane Avenue 

Paul Tulane (1801-1887) is most well-known for his substantial philanthropic support of the 
University of Louisiana, which was renamed Tulane University in 1884 in recognition of his one-
million-dollar transformative donation. This gift also facilitated the conversion of the university 
from a public to a private institution. Although born in Princeton, New Jersey, Tulane spent the 
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most economically active years of his adult life as a dry goods merchant in New Orleans. During 
that era of antebellum New Orleans history, such a business was intimately tied to the 
exploitation of enslaved African-American labor which formed the foundation of the local and 
regional economy, principally through the use of captive agricultural workers but also through 
the role of New Orleans as the largest regional hub for the sale of African-American captives in 
the U.S. domestic slave trade.   

In the early 1880s when Louisiana Senator and former Confederate General Randall Lee 
Gibson worked with Tulane on the terms of his proposed donation to the University of Louisiana, 
a personal connection strengthened their partnership. Tulane had been a friend of Gibson’s 
father, a slaveholding sugar planter in Terrebonne Parish. More notably, Tulane biographers 
consistently recognize him as one of New Orleans’ largest financial supporters of the 
Confederate government with substantial financial support integral in maintaining the new pro-
slavery insurrection and waging war against the United States for as long as possible. The 
political and social circles of Paul Tulane and Randall Lee Gibson in the 1870s and 1880s 
consisted of people who actively and violently opposed the 14th and 15th Amendments and 
broader Reconstruction-era attempts to grant political rights and societal inclusion to African-
Americans.   

It was predictable, therefore, that the reorganized Tulane University of the early 1880s was 
expressly designated for the education of “white persons.” In addition to his donations to 
educational and religious institutions, Tulane also donated money for the erection of a 
Confederate monument in the Greenwood Cemetery of New Orleans.  The dedication 
ceremonies in 1874 specifically noted his robust support of the Ladies Benevolent Association 
of Louisiana—an organization dedicated to honoring the memory of Confederate soldiers in 
terms which lamented the end of the antebellum white prosperity made possible by racial 
slavery. According to reports from the Association, Tulane had hoped to travel to New Orleans 
to be present for the dedication ceremonies. 

A city ordinance renamed part of Common Street as “Tulane Avenue” in 1889. 

 
Potential Names 
 
Shaie Mae Temple 
 

“I thought figuratively or metaphorically that I am a bayou lotus.” Shaie Mei Temple found 
opportunity and acceptance in New Orleans and remained committed to preserving Asian 
American history in what became her new home.  

Shaie Mei Temple was born in Taiwan in 1949, the third daughter in her family. Her father was 
greatly disappointed in having a daughter. Temple emigrated to the United States for college, 
earning her master’s degree in nuclear engineering from Lowell Technological Institute in 
Massachusetts. During the 1970s, there were few female engineers and Temple struggled even 
to be interviewed. She remained determined and eventually gained employment at the Entergy 
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Corporation and later went on to found her own consulting practice. Temple found that New 
Orleans gave her the most opportunity of places she had lived, saying “I am a Chinese, Asian, 
American, female engineer. That’s just who I am. In New Orleans, I find that with all these 
imperfections, it’s a good place to be.” 

Shaie Mei Temple was devoted to New Orleans and to connecting her Chinese heritage with 
her American home. Some of her achievements include publishing the bilingual Hua-Fong 
News, founding the New Orleans chapter of the Organization of Chinese American Women, and 
serving on the Asian Pacific American Society of Louisiana. She was involved in the Association 
to Commemorate the Chinese Serving in the American Civil War. Temple was also a founding 
shareholder of jazz recording label Fertile Crescent Entertainment. Her most important project 
was Asian Bayou, a research project dedicated to discovering and preserving Asian American 
history. A major part of the project was to ensure the safety of the few remaining buildings of the 
mostly lost Chinese Quarter, on present day South Rampart Street. 

Whenever the opportunity presented, Shaie Mei Temple worked to uncover Asian American 
history, preserve New Orleans culture, and preserve historic sites. Before her death, she was 
attempting to generate funding for her project to protect these buildings along South Rampart 
Street; she wanted to create a lasting monument to the often-neglected Asian American 
heritage. On January 22, 2002, Shaie Mei Temple passed away unexpectedly from meningitis, 
after returning from a trip to Taiwan, leaving project Asian Bayou in progress.  

Learn More 
 
Asian Pacific American Association. n.d. "Asian Bayou." Asian Pacific American Association. 
Accessed October 15, 2020. https://apasnola.com/page-1353227. 
 
Kwok, Gordon. 2002. Remembering Shaie Mei Temple. January 31. Accessed October 15, 
2020. https://sites.google.com/site/accsacw/Home/sm-temple. 
 
 
Alison “Tootie” Montana  
  
Born Allison Montana on December 16, 1922, he was known to all as “Tootie,” the “Chief of 
Chiefs,” the most celebrated of all Mardi Gras Indians. Mardi Gras Indians are Black New 
Orleanians who form “tribes” that hold weekly practices in bars across the city and then march 
through the streets on Mardi Gras and other days throughout the year. In these public 
ceremonies, Indians dress in elaborate hand-sewn costumes, or “suits,” and sing chants as they 
travel in search of rival tribes. Until the 1950s, the tribes might face off with spears and hatchets, 
but it was Tootie who redirected the tradition away from violent confrontation and towards 
symbolic combat via the mastery of the suits. 
  
Tootie came out of a long line of Mardi Gras Indian chiefs, dating back to his great-uncle, 
Becate Batiste, Chief of the Creole Wild West which formed in the 1880s and is generally 
considered the first Mardi Gras Indian tribe. Tootie acknowledged some Native American 
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ancestry and was also part of a Creole legacy of craftsmen and artisans concentrated in his 7th 
Ward neighborhood. His experience as a lather--a skilled craftsman who designs frames to 
hang plaster--was instrumental in raising the previously humble suits into artforms recognized 
around the world. First as Chief of the Monogram Hunters in 1947, and then with the celebrated 
Yellow Pocahontas tribe starting in 1956, it became an annual happening every Mardi Gras 
morning to witness the appearance of Tootie in his new suit outside his house on Villere Street 
near St. Bernard Avenue. In 1987, he was the first Mardi Gras Indian to be awarded a National 
Heritage Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts. Tootie’s aesthetic philosophy is 
beautifully captured in the 2007 documentary Tootie’s Last Suit, which also profiles his family, 
including wife Joyce Montana, who helped with all of Tootie’s suits, and his son Darryl Montana, 
who inherited the role of Chief of the Yellow Pocahontas. 
  
Tootie Montana was a pillar in his community, raising up generations of Mardi Gras Indians. He 
was a peacemaker until his death. On June 27, 2005 at the age of 82, in an appearance before 
the City Council to protest the police harassment of Mardi Gras Indians he collapsed of a heart 
attack, and his fellow Indians gathered around him to sing the spiritual chant “Indian Red.” 
Tootie was honored with a massive jazz funeral attesting to his prominence and ensuring his 
legacy as the Chief of Chiefs. 
 
Learn More 
 
Allison "Tootie" Montana in 64 Parishes 
 
Lipsitz, G. (2006). Learning from New Orleans: The Social Warrant of Hostile Privatism and 
Competitive Consumer Citizenship. Cultural Anthropology, 21(3), 451-468.  
 
 
Ellis Marsalis Jr.  
 
Ellis Marsalis was a jazz musician, composer, educator, and patriarch of the most influential 
family in American jazz in the late 20th century. Along with four of his sons--Jason, Delfeayo, 
Wynton. and Branford--Marsalis earned the coveted Jazz Masters award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts in 2011. Ellis taught and mentored some of the most important jazz 
artists working today, among them Harry Connick Jr., Terence Blanchard, Nicholas Payton, and 
Donald Harrison Jr. His career as an influential music educator made Ellis Marselis one of the 
most important figures in the evolution of jazz, New Orleans music, and American culture in the 
twentieth century. 

  
Born in 1934, Ellis Marsalis Jr. played the saxophone and clarinet in his youth before adding the 
piano as a high school student. His parents owned the Marsalis Mansion, a motel and nightclub 
in Jefferson Parish. A black-owned establishment In the era of segregation, the Marsalis 
Mansion hosted black luminaries from civil rights leaders like the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Thurgood Marshall, to singers such as Ray Charles and Etta James. Ellis Marsalis attended 
Dillard University in New Orleans, graduating in 1955 with a degree in music education. Shortly 
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thereafter, he left New Orleans along with Harold Battiste for Los Angeles. There Marsalis 
played with Ornette Coleman for a short time before he was drafted and spent two years in the 
Marine Corps. During his time in the military he played piano for a Marine-sponsored television 
show, “Dress Blues,” and a radio show called “Leather Songbook.” After his military service, 
Marsalis returned to New Orleans and married Delores Ferdinand. They went on to have six 
sons, iBranford, Wynton, Ellis III, Delfeayo, Mboya and Jason. 

  
In the 1960s, in addition to collaborating with Battiste on AFO Records (a black-run record 
company built on the idea that New Orleans musicians, not out-of-town producers, should make 
money from their music) Marsalis led the house trio at the Playboy Club and played for several 
years with Al Hirt at his club on Bourbon Street. Marsalis earned a master’s degree in music 
education from Loyola University in 1974 and in the 1980s was one of the original music 
educators at the renowned and publicly funded New Orleans Center for Creative Arts.  After a 
stint teaching at Virginia Commonwealth University, Marsalis returned home to found the Jazz 
Studies Program at the University of New Orleans in 1989. In 2008, Marsalis was inducted into 
the Louisiana Music Hall of Fame. The Ellis Marsalis Center for Music in the Lower 9th Ward is 
a testament to this enduring role as a nurturer of New Orleans music through education of 
under-served children. On April 1, 2020, Marsalis died at the age of 85 from pneumonia brought 
on by COVID-19. 
 
Adapted from Note Author: Jasmaine Talley, ARC Records 
  
Learn More 
 
www.ellismarsalis.com    
 
Ellis Marsalis Oral History with Jessie McBride 
 
Ellis Marsalis in 64 Parishes 
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Gov. Nicholls Street 
	
Francis	Redding	Tillou	Nicholls	(1834-1912)	was	a	slave-owner,	general	in	the	Confederate	army,	and	
an	active	participant	in	Louisiana	politics	–	as	attorney,	judge,	and	governor	–		from	the	1870s	
through	the	early	1900s.	Governor	Nicholls	Street,	formerly	Hospital	Street,	was	renamed	in	1909	
under	city	ordinance	6136,	to	honor	his	“valorous	conduct	in	the	Civil	War”	and	his	“patriotic	devotion	
to	the	State	in	the	subsequent	troublous	period.”			
		
Enlisting	in	the	Louisiana	Infantry	in	1861	after	directly	offering	his	service	to	Jefferson	Davis,	Nicholls	
and	his	brother	induced	others	to	fight	for	the	Confederacy	and	against	the	United	States	around	
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Assumption	and	Ascension	Parishes.	Nicholls	was	ultimately	promoted	to	brigadier	general	before	
being	transferred	to	direct	the	Volunteer	and	Conscript	Bureau	of	the	Confederacy	due	to	injury.		
		
At	the	end	of	the	Civil	War	Nicholls	returned	to	Louisiana	to	practice	law.	In	1877	he	ran	for	governor	
as	a	Democrat.	After	a	much-disputed	election	that	precipitated	a	White	League	militia	siege	on	the	
capitol	and	was	resolved	only	through	the	national	Compromise	of	1877,	Nicholls	assumed	the	
governorship.	During	his	two	terms	as	governor	(1877-1879	and	1888-1892)	Nicholls	was	responsible	
for	a	number	of	acts	that	supported	the	direct	circumvention	of	the	13th,	14th	and	15h	Amendments	
to	the	U.S.	Constitution	and	advanced	a	white	supremacist	agenda,	including	the	formal	end	to	
Reconstruction,	the	continuation	of	the	convict-leasing	program	for	the	state	penitentiaries,	the	
disenfranchisement	of	black	voters	throughout	the	state	in	both	the	constitution	of	1879	and	later	
actions,	and	the	elevation	of	several	prominent	White	League	leaders	to	government	appointments.	
Nicholls	also	refused	to	intervene	on	behalf	of	the	eleven	Sicilian-Americans	held	in	the	New	Orleans	
prison	who	were	ultimately	found	innocent	before	being	lynched	by	a	vigilante	mob	in	1891.	
		
After	completing	his	second	term	as	governor,	Nicholls	became	Chief	Justice	of	the	Louisiana	State	
Supreme	Court	in	1892	where	he	served	until	1911,	effectively	blocking	any	and	all	cases	that	would	
have	ameliorated	the	state’s	increasing	infringements	on	the	14th	and	15th	Amendments.	As	governor,	
he	had	signed	into	law	the	railroad	regulation	on	separate	cars	that	ultimately	embedded	the	
“separate	but	equal”	doctrine.	As	Chief	Justice	,he	passed	judgment	that	there	was	no	constitutional	
violation	at	hand	in	the	Plessy	vs.	Ferguson	case.	
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Lolis Elie Sr. 

Lolis Edward Elie (1930-2017) grew up in Carrollton under Jim Crow laws. His father was a 
truck driver and Elie was expected to follow this trade. Elie never thought college was possible. 
It was only after his service in the US army that he was able to attend Howard University in 
Washington through the G.I. Bill and later to attend Dillard University where he founded an 
NAACP chapter. That chapter would soon grow to be the largest college chapter of the NAACP. 
Upon leaving Dillard, Elie graduated from the newly desegregated Loyola University Law 
School. 

Over a 46-year career, Mr. Elie was a leading civil rights lawyer, protest negotiator and 
organizer who was instrumental in the racial desegregation of New Orleans and beyond. As he 
said:  “[t]he world [he] inherited was a world that said white people were superior, and people of 
African descent were all powerless.What the civil rights movement did was to remove that. It 
raised our consciousness.” In 1967, Elie assisted in negotiating desegregation agreements with 
city merchants and successfully defended Ernest N. Morial when Morial was challenged about 
his residency when he sought to become the first Black member of the State House of 
Representatives.  Elie and his firm also defended Ruby Lombard and three others who were 
arrested for a sit-in protest at the lunch counter of the McCrory Five and Ten Cent Store on 
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Canal Street.  He was active in planning the Freedom Rides that led to the desegregation of 
interstate transportation. 

Legal scholar Anthony Amsterdam recalled Mr. Elie’s testimony in a case that challenged the 
state of Louisiana’s ban on out of state attorneys representing criminal defendants. “The state’s 
attorney was dumb enough to ask him: ‘Mr. Elie, is it not true that the condition of Negroes in 
the State of Louisiana has improved during the past five years? Lolis said, ‘Yes, but…” And then 
went on to give a two-hour answer that was easily the finest, most fiery civil-rights speech I have 
ever heard--in court, in church, or anywhere else.  

Later in life, the pioneering lawyer was sober-minded in his evaluation of the victories of the Civil 
Rights Movement and the road still to travel. The movement helped “create a middle class,” he 
told WWL-TV in 1997, but “on the other hand you have more people in prison now than 
ever...more African-American males in prison than you have in college, so it’s better for some, 
much worse for others.”  

Mr. Elie lived much of his life on Governor Nicholls Street before passing away in 2017. 

Learn More 

Louisiana - New Orleans: Lolis Elie Interviewee [Part 1], Thomas Dent interviews Lolis Elie Sr., 
Amistad Research Center. 

Elie as attorney in Sobol v. Perez, which established that the arrest and prosecution of Sobol 
was a form of harassment, undertaken without basis in law or fact, for the purpose of deterring 
him and other lawyers similarly situated from helping to provide legal representation in civil 
rights cases. Sobol v. Perez - Brief of the United States, Sobol v. Perez, 289 F. Supp. 392 (E.D. 
La. 1968) 

 
 
Sylvester Francis 
 
As founder and curator of the Backstreet Cultural Museum on Henriette Delille Street off 
Governor Nicholls Street, Sylvester “Hawk” Francis (1946 – 2020) became an important 
custodian of Black New Orleans culture. 

Governor Nicholls was a main artery to the Backstreet Museum on bigger cultural holidays — 
Mardi Gras Day, St. Joseph’s Night and All Saint’s Day — when Mardi Gras Indians, brass 
bands, baby dolls, skeletons, and throngs of people in costume followed the street to St. 
Augustine Catholic Church, on the corner of Henriette Delille, then turned right onto what is 
simply known as the Backstreet’s block. Brass bands played on the museum’s front porch, 
women from the block sold plates of red beans, people in costume danced and socialized. And 
in the middle of it all was Sylvester Francis. 

He didn’t put himself on a pedestal or demand center stage. Instead, he was the fast-moving 
blur who only had time for brief explanations, accompanied by his signature hand gestures. 
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“You’d have to chase him to talk to him,” said his old friend, the late Ronald Lewis, who used the 
Backstreet museum model, with Francis’ blessing, to create his own museum in the Lower 9th 
Ward, the House of Dance & Feathers. 

When brass bands rolled down Esplanade Avenue for the annual parade from the Treme 
neighborhood to the Satchmo Festival, Francis was the person darting from band to band, 
making sure they stayed a certain distance apart in the procession, so that their songs wouldn’t 
bleed into each other.  

It seemed heaven-sent that the Backstreet museum ended up in the former Blandin Funeral 
Home, because the city’s funeral processions and memorials to the dead held special meaning 
to Francis. Every year for his annual All Saints Day parade, he honored cultural icons who had 
died over the previous year by putting together a small procession of faithful friends, who knew 
how much the holiday meant to him.  

Though he was raised Catholic, Francis refused to pretend that the church owned the holiday. 
“It may be a Catholic holiday, but it’s a New Orleans tradition,” he once said. 

Yet Francis always had time to connect the living, from one end of Governor Nicholls to the 
other. It’s what he did instinctively. He’d leave a note on a neighbor’s door or send a musician to 
yell up to their apartment window if he heard relevant news. Maybe someone had an instrument 
to sell, a gig that needed a trombone, or plans to boil seafood on Friday. Or maybe a friend had 
taken sick or passed away. Then, in September 2020, he too became an ancestor. 

Francis grew up in the city’s 7th Ward, the son of Herman Sr. and Evelyn Francis.  

The Backstreet, the two-room Treme museum that Francis founded in 1999 gave an inside look 
at the city’s Black culture through resplendent Black-masking Indian suits, brightly colored 
social-aid-and-pleasure-club outfits and photos of musicians at work. Those who rang the front 
doorbell typically had to wait a few minutes, as Francis climbed down from a ladder or put a 
paint brush aside as he moved toward the door. He served as the museum’s curator, historian, 
handyman, and events planner.  

His knowledge of the culture was encyclopedic. Musicians would stop by just to learn more 
about the culture that they’d inherited. “He’d come fast with the answer to anything,” said snare 
drummer Renard “Teedy Man” Henry, 37, whose father, the grand marshal Osward “Bo 
Monkey” Jones, and uncle, Treme Brass Band leader Benny Jones, were lifelong friends of 
Francis. Often young neighbors’ trips to the museum would end with Francis going to a box and 
pulling out an old family photo of that neighbor’s great-aunt, uncle or grandparent in their prime, 
posing at a second line or during Mardi Gras.   

Starting in the late 1970s, Francis and his camera seemed to be present every time a grand 
marshal blew a whistle, an Indian shook a tambourine or a trumpeter and trombonist blew their 
horns. Between parades, he worked at Rhodes Funeral Home, washing cars and driving them 
whenever necessary. 

The roots of the Backstreet began 40 years ago, after Francis paraded with Gentlemen of 
Leisure, a social aid and pleasure club. He didn’t have a photo of himself in his outfit but a 
photographer offered to sell him one for $35. 
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At that moment, he resolved that he would document the culture himself through video and 
photographs. He made two prints of every image, keeping one for his collection and giving the 
other to the person in the picture. 

Not long afterward, he worked months alongside Big Chief Victor Harris of the Spirit of FiYiYi 
tribe, creating a peacock-blue Indian suit, only to see the elaborate suit tossed into the backyard 
after Mardi Gras. It was a common practice at the time. But Francis salvaged it as the first item 
in his museum, which he launched in a two-car garage in the 2400 block of Frenchmen Street in 
the 7th Ward. Neighbors began referring to it as “the backstreet museum” and his boss, Joan 
Rhodes, started sending tours there. When her family decided to get rid of the Blandin Funeral 
Home in Treme, they offered it to Francis. 

The Backstreet may have been the only museum in town where the artists hung on the front 
steps and conversed with guests who came to see their work in Francis’ collection. It may be 
the only place in town where an Indian would stop by to get a suit he’d loaned to the collection, 
only to bring it back on Monday morning, after his gig was done.  

Jerry Brock, who helped found WWOZ, watched from the street and recalled when Francis got 
the museum building from Rhodes and began to actively promote what is now called cultural 
tourism. “Sylvester was a much-needed visionary presenting the art and artifacts of his culture.” 

“He was a straight-up cool cat. He knew everyone, and the museum worked because of his 
connection to the community,” said Lionel Nelson, 70, who comes from the musical Nelson 
family, which has merged with the musical Andrews family through Lionel’s sister Lois Nelson 
Andrews.  

In paying respects to Francis and his family after his death in 2020, Mayor LaToya Cantrell 
called Francis a culture bearer and historian for his neighborhood and the broader New Orleans 
community. “Our hearts are heavy today,” said Cantrell in a prepared statement. “We can thank 
'Hawk' for maintaining the photographs, the costumes, the films, the memorabilia and the 
artifacts of New Orleans street culture, right in the heart of his beloved Treme neighborhood.” 

 

Learn More 

BACKSTREET CULTURAL MUSEUM website 

Remembering Sylvester Francis of the Backstreet Cultural Museum, American Routes WWNO.  

 
 
Fr. Jerome Ledoux  
 
Father Jerome LeDoux dedicated his life to inclusion, education, and racial equality. He studied 
and received a Master’s Degree in Sacred Theology from Gregorian University, Italy, later 
becoming the first man from Lake Charles, Louisiana, to earn a doctorate in canon law at the 
same institution. Father LeDoux taught Moral Theology at St. Augustine Seminary in St. Louis 
and later at Xavier University in New Orleans, where he became the first Black chaplain. After 
teaching, Father LeDoux became a pastor at St. Augustine Church in New Orleans, also serving 
at several other parishes in the district. Father LeDoux wrote a weekly syndicated column 
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“Reflections on Life” and wrote War of the Pews, a personal account and history of St. 
Augustine Church. 

  
Born in Lake Charles in 1930, Jerome LeDoux was active in his church throughout his childhood 
and attended high school at St. Augustine's Seminary in Bay St Louis Mississippi, graduating in 
1947. The positive teachings he received from the reverends of his childhood influenced his 
decision to follow in their footsteps to give other people the same experience. Father LeDoux 
used his position and influence as a Reverend to convey the importance of education. His 
passion for education led to Father LeDoux being invited to speak at a sermon for American 
Education Week at Lincoln Elementary School. 

  
Father LeDoux was an advocate for racial equality and fostered St. Augustine Church as a 
cultural hub for Black New Orleans, a role the church has played since its 1842 founding. Father 
LeDoux scheduled Black Panthers to speak in his classes at Xavier University. LeDoux 
continually fought against racism in his community and celebrated the impact that different 
African cultures had on shaping New Orleans and the Creole culture. 
  
St. Augustine Church has a long history of the empowerment of Black people. In St. Augustine’s 
history the free Black parishioners decided to purchase pews for the enslaved, making it 
possible for all worshipers to attend church. Father LeDoux and the members of his parish at St. 
Augustine raised funds in order to erect a monument called “The Tomb of the Unknown Slave,” 
honoring the slaves that were members of the church and those that were enslaved across 
America. Father LeDoux was dedicated to upholding and celebrating the African and Creole 
traditions of New Orleans, and worked to make St. Augustine into a cultural hub that recognized 
these many traditions.  

  
While Father LeDoux was a continual supporter and champion of ending racism, one of his 
most impactful moments was in protecting his community, including Black Panthers, from further 
police violence during the peaceful protests of the 1970s. Following a shootout in Desire, New 
Orleans, between the Black Panthers and police, Father LeDoux and other pastors had been 
contacted to mediate the situation. While the mediation was unsuccessful, Father LeDoux 
supported the efforts of the Black Panthers as he stated that “they had only ever been 
protectors and not aggressors in conflicts.” Throughout the conflict, Father LeDoux attempted to 
convince the police chief to remove the police presence as he was concerned the tension could 
lead to a massacre with civilian supporters standing between the police and the Black Panther 
headquarters. For his work in mediating throughout the conflicts in Desire, he was awarded a 
certificate for appreciation for “Heroism in Race Relations” from Mayor Nagin’s representative. 
  
Father LeDoux was a continual supporter of the vulnerable members of his community. Father 
LeDoux would give food to the unhoused and drug addicts, pointing them towards available 
resources. He performed funerals for people who were unable to afford them. After the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina, he used St. Augustine Church to uplift and support the 
community. Through St. Augustine Church, LeDoux provided community services and support 
after the Hurricane Katrina floods.  
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When the diocese decided to close the church because of the property loss that was caused, 
even though St. Augustine was undamaged, the parishioners and the hurricane relief support 
volunteers protested to keep the church open, locking themselves in the church.  Despite the 
absurdity of interpreting a congregation praying to save their church as a violent threat, armed 
police dressed as parishoners were sent into the church during mass. An agreement was 
eventually reached that allowed the St. Augustine Church to continue providing relief and other 
community services to those who had been affected, on the condition that LeDoux had to move 
to a different parish. Father Jerome LeDoux died in Lafayette, Louisiana, in 2019.  
 
Learn More 
 
Parekh, T. (2009). Of Armed Guards and Kente Cloth: Afro-Creole Catholics and the Battle for 
St. Augustine Parish in Post-Katrina New Orleans. American Quarterly, 61(3), 557-581.  
 
Kari Lyderson, “Storied Church May Be the Victim of Katrina St. Augustine, Founded in 1841, Is 
Called Vital Link to Culture of New Orleans” Washington Post March 19, 2006 
 
Jason Berry, “Fr. Jerome LeDoux, Revered New Orleans Pastor, Dies at 88” National Catholic 
Reporter (January 2019) 
 
 
 
Current Name: Kruttschnitt Place 
 
Ernest Kruttschnitt (1852-1906) was young enough to avoid serving in the Confederate army. 
He enrolled in Washington College in 1867, graduating in 1870 as part of the last class to have 
their diplomas signed by university president Gen. Robert E. Lee.  He returned to New Orleans 
in 1873 and participated in the White League’s attempt to overthrow the elected government of 
Louisiana the next year at the Battle of Liberty Place. He then formed the law firm of Leovy and 
Kruttschnitt a few years later.   
 
Kruttschnitt’s career and public service put his legal expertise to use in undermining the 14th 
and 15th Amendments, with some of his innovations in circumventing the Constitution lasting 
into the 21st century. In 1884, Kruttschnitt joined the New Orleans School Board, overseeing 
that formerly integrated system in the period between the 1879 State Constitution, which 
permitted school segregation and the 1898 State Constitution, which mandated it. As President 
of the 1898 Louisiana Constitutional Convention, Kruttschnitt was a pioneer in using race-
neutral language to enact devastatingly racialized goals and circumvent the 14th and 15th 
Amendments, a policy legacy we still live with today.  
 
He became President of the School Board in 1890. From that position, and in conjunction with 
his role as leader of the Democratic State Central Committee, Kruttschnitt formed a political 
alliance with Mayor John Fitzpatrick’s Democratic machine, an alliance that would double the 
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school system’s budget, while ensuring that little of that funding would reach segregated Black 
schools. In 1900 the School Board cut Black public education off entirely at the fifth grade. 
Kruttschnitt opened the 1898 Louisiana Constitutional Convention with a two hour speech 
linking his two fixations, “therefore, gentlemen, I think that the question of public education may 
rightly be considered a corollary of the suffrage question.”  
 
The 1898 Convention ultimately chose to not overwhelmingly disenfranchise poor and illiterate 
whites through the grandfather clause, along with a somewhat strained series of overlapping tax 
and family status loopholes. Kruttschnitt made vigorous interventions in the process to ensure 
white votes for the Democratic machine and was content with the outcome, “what care I whether 
it be more or less ridiculous or not. Doesn’t it let the white man vote, and doesn’t it stop the 
Negro from voting, and isn’t that what we came here for?”  
 
Voting wasn’t all Kruttschnitt had come to the Convention to secure, however. Kruttschnitt also 
used his legal acumen to craft the 1898 revisions to the Louisiana Constitution allowing for non-
unanimous juries, a race-neutral policy with viciously racialized outcomes which Louisiana 
voters, mobilized by the Unanimous Jury Coalition, overturned by ballot in November of 2018.  , 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
André Cailloux  
 
The Funeral of André Cailloux, First Louisiana National Guards or Why a Street or Public Place 
Should be Renamed in his Honor 
 
The day was July 29, 1863. Since its founding 150 years earlier, New Orleans had never seen 
anything like it:  immense crowds of black residents, including members of thirty-odd mutual aid 
societies, thronging Esplanade Avenue for more than a mile. They had lined up to witness the 
funeral procession of André Cailloux, an African-American Union officer who had fallen during 
the initial assault against the Confederate ramparts at Port Hudson, 100 miles upriver from the 
Union-occupied city. The charge was a prelude to a protracted siege, the downstream 
complement to U.S. Grant’s more famous strangulation of Vicksburg at the same time. For six 
weeks Cailloux’s body rotted in Louisiana’s liquid heat, as rebel sharpshooters fended off Union 
burial details. Not until Port Hudson surrendered on July 8th were Cailloux’s remains retrieved.  
The only identifying mark was a ring on a skeletal knuckle signifying his membership in the 
“Friends of Order,” a black self-help society he had helped found.  
 
A former slave and self-employed cigar maker who had gained his freedom in 1847, Cailloux 
exemplified the complexities and cohesiveness of New Orleans mixed-race community of free 
people of color. Residing for the most part in the French-speaking Catholic wards below Canal 
Street, they were artisans, boarding house proprietors, and small shopkeepers. The vast 
majority owned property. A few accumulated fortunes. They established schools, chartered 
mutual aid societies, and sponsored cultural institutions. Cailloux, who bragged of being “the 
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blackest man in New Orleans,” stood tall in this community. He was an early organizer of the 
first all-black Union regiment to fight in the Civil War, the First Louisiana Native Guards, reviving 
a hoary tradition of free Black service in the militia. 
 
For four days Cailloux’s body lay in state on a raised platform in his New Orleans fraternal hall, 
his sword and uniform resting on the American flag draping the closed casket. Two Black Union 
privates assisted the renegade abolitionist Father Claude Paschal Maistre in delivering last rites, 
despite threats by the city’s pro-Confederate archbishop to excommunicate any priest caught 
ministering to former slaves. A half a dozen Black captains of the Second Louisiana Native 
Guards served as pallbearers. Two companies of the Sixth Louisiana (colored) regiment 
escorted the hearse. And playing the dirge as the procession unspooled toward the Bienville 
Street cemetery where Cailloux’s remains were interred was a white regimental band from 
Massachusetts. 
 
Rising from the deepest wells of gratitude, the esteem pouring onto the scorching-hot streets 
that mid-summer day engulfed Black New Orleans with renewed purpose. For André Cailloux’s 
martyrdom not only helped transform a war for union into a crusade for freedom and universal 
dignity. It also galvanized this singular community for its impending struggle on behalf of equal 
citizenship. The time for renaming a city street or public place in his honor is long past overdue. 
 
Adapted from: Lawrence N. Powell, The Funeral of Andre Cailloux 
 
Learn More 
 
The Funeral of André Cailloux - Fallen Captain of the Louisiana Native Guards Buried July 29, 
1863 New Orleans Historical. 
 
The Rock of New Orleans - The New York Times 
 
 
Fannie C. Williams  
 
Fannie C. Williams was the principal at Valena C. Jones Elementary and Normal Schools in 
New Orleans from about 1921 to 1954. A pioneer in African American education and leader in 
public schools in the South, she served on many boards for a variety of local organizations and 
participated in national-level conferences hosted by three American presidents across the 
length of her storied career in education. Williams was widely respected as a principal and was 
devoted to professional development, motivating many of her students and teachers to pursue 
higher education and higher-level positions in school systems across the United States. 
 
Fannie C. Williams was born in Biloxi, Mississippi on March 23, 1882 into a family of seven 
children. Williams came to New Orleans to attend high school and graduated from the College 
Preparatory and Normal Departments of Straight College (now Dillard University) in 1904. 
Williams began her career teaching in Gulfport and Biloxi, Mississippi between 1904 and 1908, 



 

111 

but soon moved back to New Orleans where she spent the majority of her life committed to 
education. Shortly after her return to New Orleans she started teaching at Fisk Elementary 
School. Due to her outstanding work at Fisk, Hattie V. Feger, the principal at Miro School, 
requested Williams transfer to teach at her school in 1912. 
 
In the fall of 1917, Williams became the interim principal of Miro School while Hattie Feger was 
on leave. It was during this period that the name of the school changed from Miro School to the 
Valena C. Jones School. The next year, Williams decided to return to university to further her 
education and between 1918 and 1920, Williams attended Michigan State Normal School (later 
named Eastern Michigan University) in Ypsilanti, Michigan. She graduated in 1920 with a 
bachelor of arts and a bachelor of pedagogy. Williams taught in Albion, Michigan from 1920 to 
1921.  
 
Williams returned to New Orleans and became the principal of Valena C. Jones Elementary 
School in April of 1921. Between 1931 and 1939, while working as the principal of the 
elementary school, she also held a simultaneous appointment as the principal of the Valena C. 
Jones Normal School, located in the same building. At the time, the normal school certified 
African American teachers for work in the New Orleans’ public schools. In 1939 Williams left her 
position as the principal of the normal school when the state discontinued the certification 
program and started requiring a four-year college degree for teacher certification. 
 
Williams was committed to community development. She was an organizer, charter member 
and first president of the board of management of the African American Branch of the New 
Orleans YWCA. Williams also served as a member of the board of directors of the Orleans 
Neighborhood Center, the Family Service Society, the Girl Scouts, the American Red Cross, 
Community Chest (now United Way), and the Flint-Goodridge Hospital, among others. She was 
also a member of the advisory committee for the Department of Public Welfare. Williams was a 
member of the Central Congregational Church of the United Church of Christ in New Orleans for 
more than 50 years. Within the church, she served for many years as superintendent of the 
church school, as president, and as a deaconess. 
 
After Williams retired from Valena C. Jones Elementary School in 1954 she continued to work in 
education and community development. In particular, she was a private tutor of disabled 
children, illiterate adults, and Spanish-speakers learning to read English. She also volunteered 
in an adult education program sponsored by the Council of Jewish Women. Williams was a 
member of a variety of organizations, including Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the graduate 
chapter of Alpha Beta Omega, the National Education Association (NEA), Department of 
Elementary School Principals, National Association for the Study of Education, and the YWCA 
as well as a member of the National Retired Teachers Association (NRTA).  
 
Beyond her incredible impact on the Orleans Parish School System, Williams also had a 
national profile, participating in three significant White House seminars. She participated in the 
Conference on Child Health and Protection following an invitation from Herbert 
Hoover.President Franklin Roosevelt sought her presence at his conference on housing; Harry 
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Truman brought her to Washington for his Mid-Century Conference. She was also trustee of 
Straight College (later Dillard University (1936-1960)), a representative of the American 
Missionary Association, and was president of the National Association of Teachers in Colored 
Schools (later the American Teachers Association,then merged with the National Education 
Association). 
 
Her impact on education continues into the present through the Fannie C. Williams Charter 
School in New Orleans East as well as the many services she made a standard part of 
educational practice like health services, nursery and kindergarten programs, and field trips. 
  
Adapted from: Diane Galatowitsch, “Williams, Fannie C. (1882-1980),” Amistad Research 
Center 
 
Learn More 
 
Fairclough, A. (2000). Being in the field of education and also being a Negro seems tragic: 
Black teachers in the Jim Crow south. The Journal of American History, 87(1), 65–91. 

Thorpe K., Taylor N.A. (2019) Fannie C. Williams (1882–1980). In: Lewis A., Taylor N. (eds) 
Unsung Legacies of Educators and Events in African American Education. Palgrave Macmillan 
New Orleans Public Library purchase request pending. 

 
 
Emma Wakefield-Paillet, M.D. 
 
Emma Wakefield-Paillet was born on November 21, 1868, in New Iberia, Louisiana. Her parents 
were Amelia Valentine Wakefield and Samuel Wakefield, one of the first Black state senators in 
Louisiana. Samuel Wakefield was also a staunch civil rights warrior and made sure that his 
children all received a preparatory school education at Straight University in New Orleans, 
where he was on the board of trustees. Emma’s family life became turbulent when her father 
committed suicide in 1883, after allegedly becoming financially embattled. However, his suicide 
is highly contested among local historians who argue that many black politicians’ careers and 
lives were purposefully sabotaged in the Reconstruction Era.  
 
In 1889, Wakefield-Paillet’s brother Samuel Wakefield Jr. shot his employer after having an 
alleged dispute. He was subsequently lynched in front of the parish jail. Again, there is 
contention among local historians who argue that James W. Trainor was in fact not Samuel 
Wakefield’s employer. Despite this, the murder of Trainor resulted in an angry white mob who 
left a banner on the door of the Wakefield’s home demanding that they leave the parish.  
 
This led to the Wakefield family starting a new life in New Orleans. Following this move, Emma 
Wakefield-Paillet enrolled in a medical degree at the New Orleans University (now Dillard 
University) where she was only one of three female candidates. By the end of her degree, she 
was the sole remaining female candidate as well as one of five Black candidates. In 1897, she 
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graduated with honors at the top of her class and was noted by the Times-Picayune to have 
made a “brilliant record at the medical college, and an equally brilliant one in the examination.” 
 
Emma Wakefield-Paillet was also an accomplished classical pianist, corroborated by a Times-
Picayune article written about her following her graduation. The article wrote that Wakefield-
Paillet was “brilliantly educated in music and the languages.” On July 3, 1898, an advertisement 
was posted in the New Orleans Times-Democrat about the relocation of Dr. Wakefield’s medical 
practice to 1233 North Villere Street. This ad suggests that Dr. Emma Wakefield-Paillet was 
both the first Black woman to complete a medical degree and also the first Black woman to 
become a practicing physician in Louisiana.  
 
In the previously mentioned Times-Picayune article, Dr. Wakefield was described as being 
“animated solely by her desire to benefit humanity in general” and as a “pioneer leader.” Much 
of the information surrounding the remaining years of Dr. Wakefield-Paillet’s life is unknown 
after she, her husband Joseph Oscar Paillet and her family moved to San Francisco in 1900 
where she continued to practice medicine.  
 
Learn More 
 
Emma Wakefield-Paillet, MD in 64 Parishes 
 
Today We Celebrate Dr. Emma Wakefield-Paillet, a video of the ceremony for the unveiling of 
Wakefield-Paillet’s state historical marker in Iberia Parish. 
 
 
 
Current Name: Vignaud Street 
 
Henry Vignaud (1830-) was born in New Orleans under the name Jean-Héliodore Vignaud 
before  changing  his name to Henry Vignaud.  From 1857 to 1860 he was the editor of the 
L'Union de LaFourche, the weekly paper in Thibodaux. From 1860 to 1861, he was the editor 
for a weekly review of French culture, La Renaissance Louisianaise. Vignaud joined the 
treasonous insurrection in 1861 and served as Captain of the Confederate Army's sixth 
Louisiana Regiment, until he was captured in New Orleans in 1862. Vignaud then escaped his 
imprisonment and fled to France. 
  
During his time in France, Vignaud continued his service to the insurrection as a diplomat and 
attempted to garner French financial and military support for the treason. In 1863, Vignaud 
became Secretary of the Confederate Diplomatic Commission to Paris. During this time, he 
worked under John Slidell, and his duties consisted largely of writing pro-Confederacy 
propaganda aimed at European audiences. He regularly wrote anti-United States propaganda 
for the Index, the main British organ of the insurrection as well as for Memorial Diplomatique, a 
Paris weekly. His work attempting to win foreign financial, military, and cultural assistance 
against the U.S. was lauded by Henry Hotze – the most prominent propagandist for the 
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treasonous insurrection.  He lived the rest of his life in France and never returned to New 
Orleans. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Sylvanie F. Williams 
 
As a middle-class African American in New Orleans during Reconstruction, Sylvanie Francoz 
Williams witnessed the struggles that Black people faced in fighting for their rights and 
livelihoods. Born in New Orleans around 1849, the daughter of François Francoz and Sarah 
Francoz,  Williams was educated by the Sisters of the Holy Family and graduated from the 
Peabody Normal School, an academy dedicated to preparing African Americans to teach in 
public schools. 

Williams served as Peabody's principal and only teacher. Her husband, Arthur, was an 
accomplished musician and taught in New Orleans. They lived in a predominantly white upper-
middle-class neighborhood near Coliseum Square in a house purchased with cash by Arthur’s 
mother. In 1896 Williams became the first principal of the Thomy Lafon School, continuing in 
that role until 1921, when she retired shortly before her death. She faced tremendous adversity 
when the school was destroyed by fire during a race riot in 1900, but under her leadership, the 
school was rebuilt six years later in a different location. 

As founder and president of the local Phillis Wheatley Club, the preeminent civic club for black 
women at the time, she steered the club’s 1896 opening of a nursing school for young black 
women, which included a free medical clinic. In 1901, the club established a kindergarten and 
day care program for working women. At a time when black women were being excluded from 
the larger suffrage movement, Williams and the Phillis Wheatley Club advocated for African 
American women’s right to vote. It served as a training ground for Alice Moore Dunbar Nelson, a 
highly respected advocate of both women’s rights and civil rights. 

In 1895, Dunbar-Nelson and Williams traveled to Boston with Williams for the “First Conference 
of Negro Women,” the founding meeting of the National Association of Colored Women 
(NACW). When it was formed officially in 1896, Williams became the first vice-president. The 
Wheatley Club was affiliated with NACW. Both organizations advocated in support of woman 
suffrage, condemned segregation laws, urged blacks to boycott any railroad that complied with 
Separate Car laws, and condemned lynching, among other activities.  

In 1915, Williams led a campaign that funded the first public playground for African American 
children in New Orleans. When Thomy Lafon school tried to get a playground built adjacent to it, 
the city stalled for two years before granting the request in 1915—even though the land in 
question was right across the street and Thomy Lafon had left it to the city with express 
instructions to use it for a playground! 

Following her death, Williams’ legacy of public service was commemorated by the naming of a 
community service organization, a swimming pool, and an elementary school in her honor. 
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Learn More 

'No woman in New Orleans was more respected or had more influence' Times Picayune 300 at 
300. 

Nicolle Muller Dunnaway, Flowers in Their Beauty: The Phyllis Wheatley Club of New Orleans 
(2011 doctoral dissertation, Southeastern Louisiana University, Department of History and 
Political Science). 

 
 
Mary Coghill 
 
Mary Dora Coghill was a teacher, principal, and civic leader in the early twentieth century. She 
dedicated her life to her community, not only as a teacher, vice principal and principal in New 
Orleans public schools, but also through her active participation in numerous civic and relief 
organizations. Likely born in Alabama, Mary’s family apparently moved to New Orleans when 
she was young. Depending on the source, she was born sometime between 1869 and 1874. 
Her mother was most likely from Alabama while her father was either from Kentucky or England, 
depending on the source. Little is known about her early years, but she does appear to have 
been a diligent student, because she won a spelling bee in 1887 at the Colored State Fair at 
Spanish Fort. The prize was ten dollars. 
 
Coghill attended Straight University and became a teacher. In 1902, she was appointed vice 
principal of Thomy Lafon school, where she served in that role for five years. In 1907, the 
Orleans Parish School Board, in an effort to further segregate the educational system, replaced 
the all-white staff of the Bayou Road school (which taught Black children) with an all-Black staff. 
Mary D. Coghill was appointed as the principal, with Fannie C. Williams and Agnes Bauduit 
serving as some of the school’s teachers. A very young A.P. Tureaud, future trailblazing NAACP 
lawyer, was a student at the Bayou Road school when the staff replacement happened. He 
recalls how transformative it was to have a staff of Black women as his teachers. They helped 
him to have pride in himself and to better understand the ingenuity of Black people and the 
indomitable spirit of Black women. 
 
Principal Coghill guided the Bayou Road school through many struggles. First, the building was 
in poor shape and suffered numerous destructive events. In the early 1920s, the school board 
finally decided to build a brand new building a few blocks away. In 1923 the school’s name was 
changed to Joseph A. Craig and in 1927 the new building opened to great fanfare—at least 
among Black New Orleanians. White people protested that a Negro school was being built in a 
predominantly white neighborhood—and at great cost. She continued to serve as principal of 
Craig until her retirement in 1941. Over the years, she made sure her students had 
opportunities to demonstrate both their talents and their citizenship to the city at large. 
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Evidence of her civic engagement spans decades of New Orleans history. In 1905, she 
contributed to provide food for orphans. In 1909, she was an officer of the Colored Juvenile 
Court Auxiliary. In 1919, she was chairman of the New Orleans Colored Teachers’ Association. 
Later she was a leader in the Negro School Principals Assciation. She was active with the 
Hume Community Center, Colored Vocational Guidance Association, NAACP, YWCA, and Red 
Cross. During World War II (after her retirement from education), she served as co-chair of the 
Orleans Parish Negro War Savings Committee. She was also a trustee of the Central 
Congregational Church. 
 
One of her most lasting civic contributions was as a founding members of the Colored 
Educational Alliance, which formed in 1913 to improve conditions in Negro schools, expand 
educational offerings for Black adults, and to open a high school for Black children. The group 
fought tirelessly to raise awareness, raise funds, and ultimately, to convince the Orleans Parish 
School Board to open McDonogh No. 35 High School in 1917. She continued to work with the 
Colored Educational Alliance for many years after as they moved the needle of progress for the 
public education of the Black community. In 1960, a primary school was built in the new Black 
suburb of Pontchartrain Park and named for this great educator with a tireless commitment to 
her community. For generations, the school bearing her name has instilled a deep pride in its 
students about who they are, where they come from, and what is expected of them as civically 
engaged citizens. 
 
Learn More 
 
Stern, W. C. (2018). Race and education in New Orleans: Creating the segregated city, 1764-
1960. 
 
16 thoughts on “The History of Joseph A. Craig School” CreoleGen.org 
 
 
Dyan "Mama D" French Cole  
  
Widely known among kids on the street and mayors alike,  Dyan “Mama D” French Cole was a 
lifelong force for racial and economic justice in the city of New Orleans.  Born in 1945, she 
served as the first woman president of the New Orleans branch of the NAACP when she was 
just 29 years old. “Mama D” was a consummate bridge builder, creating conduits between those 
with the least economic and political power and those with the most. Describing the life’s work of 
“Mama D,” Cedric Richmond told the United States Congress, “Her dedication to community 
embodies the spirit of New Orleans.“ 

  
With the no-nonsense practicality of a mother and grassroots organizer and the vision and 
forethought of a great leader, “Mama D” took civic engagement to the next level. Passionate 
about giving voice to the city’s most underrepresented residents, she became well-known in city 
council meetings, court hearings, at city hall, and on public access television for her fierce 
advocacy. Whether working on housing justice, recreation for young people, removal of symbols 
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of racism throughout the city, or criminal justice reform, “Mama D” was so in tune with New 
Orleans residents that mayors regularly relied on her "to ascertain the thoughts and pulse" of 
the city. 
  
Nearly every day, “Mama D” headed to the Orleans Parish Criminal District Court to provide 
support to young people who were being arraigned. One judge remembered her handling every 
child and their matters as if they were her own. When meeting with President Barack Obama 
she told him she “had but one” concern: giving “our black men some relief from the double 
standards in the criminal-justice system." 
  
In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, “Mama D” created “Soul Patrols,” groups who 
would walk through her native 7th Ward and other neighborhoods to provide those in need with 
soulful compassion and shopping carts filled with food, water, and clothes. She welcomed so 
many homeless people into her home that some began referring to it as Recovery Camp 
Dorgenois. She then took this grassroots knowledge to the United States Congress where she 
testified to New Orleans’ dire need for emergency and recovery funds. A proud Joseph S. Clark 
High School “Bulldog,” she died one day after the statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
was taken down. 

 
Learn More  
 
Katy Reckdahl, “Dyan French Cole, 'Simply Mama D,' dies at 72: 'She was the rock of New 
Orleans',” The Advocate, May 20, 201; Marie Bookman, “Rhodes Funeral Home Obituary 
Tribute Wall,” May 26, 2017. 

Cedric Richmond, “Honoring the Life and Legacy of Ms. Dyan Hamilton French Cole,” 
Congressional Record Vol. 163, No. 94 (June 2, 2017): E758 
 
 
Current Name: McShane Place  
 
Andrew J. McShane (1865-1936) was born in New Orleans in 1865. He became a successful 
salesman and furrier and eventually entered local politics as a “good government” and “reform” 
oriented candidate opposed to the “Old Regular” Democratic machine. On this platform he was 
elected mayor in 1920, taking office in December and serving until Martin Behrman’s reelection 
in 1925. 
  
Late in his mayoral term, McShane signed Ordinance 8037 which “prohibits white persons from 
establishing a home residence in a negro community and prohibits negroes from establishing a 
home residence in a white community.” 8037 legally decreed that, “in the interest of public 
peace and welfare, it is advisable to foster the separation of white and negro residential 
communities.”  Suggesting that its drafters foresaw a constitutional challenge, the ordinance 
went on to codify “that should any provision of this ordinance be invalid, its invalidity shall not 
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annul the other provisions of this ordinance, which shall nevertheless have the fullest effect 
possible in such case.” 

The law signed by McShane mimicked a 1915 Louisville law that had been unanimously 
dismissed by the Supreme Court in 1917 in Buchanan v. Warley (245 U.S. 60) as a violation of 
the due process clause of the 14th Amendment. In the years after Buchanan, Ordinance 8037 
was one amongst many state and municipal laws that continued to attempt to find paths toward 
direct violation of both the due process and equal protection clauses of the 14th Amendment, 
legal methods to deny the rights of African-Americans more broadly, and methods to codify 
housing discrimination. 8037 was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1927 in Harmon v. Tyler 
(273 U.S. 668).  Like Louisiana’s Separate Car Act of 1890 (upheld in Plessy v. Ferguson) 8037 
was an attempt to further segregation and represented an important example of how various 
jurisdictions across the country tried to find ways to actively violate the 14th Amendment 
protections of American citizens. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Joseph Guillaume 
 
In 1867, Joseph Guillaume was a twenty year old cigar maker and father to a young family. 
Born a free person of color into a large Creole family, he was a veteran of the 1st Native Guards 
in which he enlisted and served alongside his father, George. As a private in uniform he would 
have benefited from Nathaniel Banks’ 1864 order allowing Black soldiers to ride in streetcars, 
and like many who were permitted by virtue of their uniforms, he likely chafed at both the 
restriction on Black civilians and the continuation of the antebellum “Star Car” segregation 
system--which allowed Blacks to ride only one of every three streetcars--during the first years of 
Reconstruction. With the New Orleans Tribune covering and encouraging action on the 
streetcar controversy, individual actions and legal challenges escalated in the spring of 1867, 
but the actions of Joseph Guillaume triggered a new stage of resistance that would quickly 
topple the status quo. 
 
On April 28, 1867, William Nichols forced his way onto a white car and was physically removed 
by the car-starter, Edward Cox. Nichols was arrested for breach of peace, but the charges were 
dropped. Determined to force the courts to consider the streetcar policies, Nichols sued Cox for 
assault and battery. The streetcar companies, determined to retain segregation, but eager to 
avoid lawsuits, colluded on a policy of “passive resistance.” Streetcars boarded by black riders 
would simply stop, and drivers were ordered to wait the activists out.  P. Ducloslange tested the 
policy on May 3 by boarding the St. Charles streetcar. In an hours-long endurance battle that 
left just the two men in the car,the driver refused to move the streetcar and Ducloslange refused 
to leave it.  
 
On the morning of May 4, 1867, Love Street, the continuation of Rampart below Esplanade, 
became the locus of a more direct form of protest. A congregation of black men and boys 
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assembled, shouting at the white’s only streetcars and blocking the tracks as they passed. 
Guillaume, one of the leaders, leapt onto a passing white car on the Rampart and Dauphine 
line. The streetcar driver, breaking with the official policy of “passive resistance,” tried to forcibly 
remove Guillaume, who snatched the mule’s reins, threw the conductor out of the car, and 
drove off himself, leading the Third District police on a chase before his arrest.  
 
By the evening of May 4th, Black men and boys in squads of fifteen to twenty had dispersed 
along the streetcar lines, boarding white cars. Soon angry gangs of white men and boys were 
roaming the streets as well. The next day, protests teetered between carnival and riot. The 
crowd at Congo Square grew to five hundred, aided by recruitment from passing “Star Cars” as 
well as the entertainment of a white car seized and used as an impromptu parade float. On 
Canal Street, however, the atmosphere boiled over as a group of Black men boarded a 
streetcar and clashed with an armed band of white passengers waiting for just such an 
opportunity.  
 
As skirmishes broke out across the city, Mayor Edward Heath, knowing that police presence 
would only inflame the crowd and reluctant to risk political support by calling in federal troops, 
went to Congo Square to address the demonstrators himself. Evoking the prior year’s riot at 
Mechanics’ Institute, Heath called on the crowd to disperse, promising that streetcar 
segregation would be reconsidered. By May 8, New Orleans’ streetcars were integrated, and 
would remain so until Louisiana law again mandated segregation in 1902. 

Learn more 

New Orleans Historical Tour | Joseph Guillaume and Streetcar Integration 
 
Fischer, R. (1968). A Pioneer Protest: The New Orleans Street-Car Controversy of 1867. The 
Journal of Negro History, 53(3), 219-233. doi:10.2307/2716217 
 
Race and Protest in New Orleans: Streetcar Integration in the Nineteenth Century 
 
 
 
Stormé DeLarverie  
 
Stormé DeLarverie was a revolutionary icon and one of the most significant, if overlooked, 
figures in the gay rights movement. She played a central role in the Stonewall Uprising and was 
the only woman in the Jewel Box Revue--a racially integrated drag ensemble formed in the 
1930s.  She has been called the “Guardian of Lesbians” and the “Rosa Parks of the Gay Rights 
Movement.” Upon her death in 2014, William Yardley argued that she was “indisputably one of 
the first and most assertive members of the modern gay rights movement.” DeLarverie (de-LAR-
ver-ee) was born in New Orleans in 1920 to “a Black mother, who at the time of Stormé’s birth 
was a servant in the house of Stormé’s white father.”  
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According to scholar Evan M. Schares “Stormé’s subjectivity was forged by living among the 
terrors of the Jim Crow South and by the embodied diasporic memories of leaving the Crescent 
City for perceived safety in the north during the first Great Migration.” Although there is little 
information about her early life, it is believed she left her job as a jazz singer in a New Orleans 
club at age 18 for Chicago; by the 1950s she was performing as the emcee and only drag king 
in the Jewel Box Revue, North America’s only racially-integrated drag ensemble show. Billed as 
an “unusual variety show” with “25 men and 1 girl,” it was a feature at the Apollo Theatre in 
Harlem. 
  
In 1969, when police raided New York City’s Stonewall Inn, a known homosexual bar, Larverie 
was believed to have “thrown the first punch.” The uprising kicked off the gay rights movement 
in NYC and around the country, and has been recognized annually in what have become gay 
pride parades. While there is some question whether DeLarverie initiated the conflict between 
the police and bar patrons, “no one doubts that the woman who had been fighting back all her 
life fought back in the summer of 1969.” According to her obituary in the New York Times, in the 
decade after Stonewall she “roamed lower Seventh and Eighth Avenues and points between 
into her 80s, patrolling the sidewalks and checking in at lesbian bars. She was on the lookout for 
what she called “ugliness”: any form of intolerance, bullying or abuse of her ‘baby girls.’” 
  
Rachel Tashjian, calling her “Stonewall’s Suiting Icon,” describes DeLarverie as a “lifelong gay 
rights activist and drag performer” who pioneered an “early, striking version” of gender-fluid 
dressing and suiting attire for women. In addition to her performing as a man in drag shows, she 
walked around the city in the same attire, including zoot suit and black tie attire. According to 
Tashjian, “she attracted the attention of legendary photographer Diane Arbus, whose 1961 
portrait of her, “Miss Storme de Larverie [sic], the lady who appears to be a gentleman,” has 
appeared in multiple Arbus retrospectives, including a 2016 exhibition at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.” DeLarverie claimed to have taken the style from her stint as a “bodyguard for 
Chicago mobsters” before moving to New York, and says that as she started to assume it as 
regular attire other women followed. 
  
According to admirer and friend Robert West, her presence always made him feel “safe, 
encouraged and compelled to respect not only those around [me] but my own place in this 
world.” For West and others, it is timely and “most appropriate to consider honoring the ‘Rosa 
Parks’ of the LGBT community.” 
 
Learn more 
 
A Brief History of Stormé DeLarverie, Stonewall’s Suiting Icon 
 
Video: A Stormé Life In The Life Media, June 30, 2001 
 
 
 
Lionel Ferbos  
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When Lionel Ferbos died at the age of 103, he was New Orleans’s oldest living jazz musician. 
Except for a brief exile to Plaquemine, Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina, Ferbos never resided 
outside of New Orleans where he was born in 1911. Like many of his generation, and 
generations previous, he learned a trade--tinsmithing--from his father, who had a shop on Gov. 
Nicholls. The younger Ferbos carried on the family business until he retired in his seventies.  

But tinsmithing was not his only career. Lionel took up the trumpet at age 15 after seeing Phil 
Spitalny’s All-Girl Orchestra play at the Orpheum Theater in the mid-1920s. “If they could do it, 
then I could too,” he later recalled. His dedication to the trumpet led to a job on the  Vaudeville 
TOBA circuit (Theater Owners Booking Association, a.k.a. “Tough On Black Asses”) in the early 
1930s with Eddie Lemons’ Dashin’ Dinah Revue (“with Velvet Brown Chorus”), and earned him 
a spot in a Works Project Administration band. He played locally with groups such as the 
Moonlight Serenaders, Handy’s Louisiana Shakers, and Walter Pichon’s Big Band. 

Ten years younger than Louis Armstrong, Ferbos was schooled in the bright, modern, evolving 
sound of New Orleans jazz. He earned a reputation as an excellent sight-reader and he kept his 
creased, handwritten music books with him on every gig. Not inclined to improvisation, he was 
to the end an orchestra musician, using melody as his map. Reflecting his same attachment to 
the tune, he also started singing a few numbers when he played with the New Orleans Ragtime 
Orchestra in the 1970s. He played and sang for both the money and for the enjoyment of 
people, especially those on the dance floor, and he almost never stopped.  

Although most of the attention he received late in life sprang from his long years as a jazz 
musician, Mr. Ferbos was a part of a particular Creole heritage that is still little understood 
outside of New Orleans. Indeed, Lionel Ferbos was one of the last of a generation of New 
Orleans’s Creoles of color who dedicated themselves to both the skilled trades and the arts. 
Since the French colonial period, free men of color had begun to fill the demand for skilled 
artisans in New Orleans, and by the mid-19th century, they dominated vital urban trades such 
as masonry, plastering, and metalwork. But many of them were also active in the arts, playing in 
local orchestras and participating in politically charged literary circles. 

As one member of Ferbos’s Louisiana Shakers observed, he was one of the few remaining jazz 
musicians who honed his skills by listening to live musicians, rather than recordings. He was the 
main attraction at the Nickel-a Dance event in the Marigny for twenty years and played his last 
gig there at the age of 102.  

Adapted from Mary Niall Mitchell, “Why We Should Remember Lionel Ferbos for More than His 
Trumpet,” History New Network, July 27, 2014 
 
Learn More 
 
Jon Pult, “The Pages of History” Offbeat Magazine, May 1, 2007 
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“Lionel Ferbos: Celebrated New Orleans jazz trumpeter who began in the Depression and was 
still performing at 102” The Independent 30 July 2014 
 
American Routes, WWNO, Lionel Ferbos multiple interviews  
            
 
 
Current Name: Comus Court  
 
The Mistick Krewe of Comus was founded in 1856 and is the oldest known continuous Mardi 
Gras organization. Until 1991, Comus paraded on the evening of Shrove Tuesday. The 
organization no longer parades but the tradition of the King and Queen of Rex formally visiting 
and honoring the Comus Court continues. 
  
In 1992, City Council member Dorothy Mae Taylor authored a resolution denying carnival 
krewes the ability to parade—and thus utilize tax-payer services—if they discriminated on the 
basis of race, sex, religion or ethnicity. Rather than comply with Taylor’s ordinance, written in 
the spirit of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 14th Amendment, Comus decided to discontinue 
parading so as to maintain its discriminatory membership practices. Despite only needing to 
provide an affidavit certifying their non-discrimination, Comus along with other old line krewes 
like Momus have refused the city’s requirement that public dollars not support discriminatory 
activities. 
 
 
Potential Names 
 
Arthur J. Robinson (Mr Okra) 
 
Arthur James Robinson—Mr. Okra as he was known to admirers around the world—was a 
naturally New Orleans legend and the last of a dying breed of the city’s street-peddling tradition. 
In the vein of Ruthie the Duck Girl in the French Quarter or the Roman Candy man under the 
towering oaks of Saint Charles Avenue, Mr. Okra was thought to be a living treasure when he 
took his rest at the age of 74 on February 15, 2018.  
 
Robinson, born June 8, 1943, was a lifelong New Orleanian from St. Roch. During his years of 
service as a street peddler, Mr. Okra became a beloved New Orleans cultural figure. For 
decades ,he was heard before he was seen with his signature nasal twang pronounced through 
the muffled crackle of a loudspeaker attached to the top of his vibrantly painted produce truck. 
He could be heard throughout his route from the Marigny and Bywater to Bayou St. John, from 
the 7th ward to Esplanade Ridge, and from Mid-City through Carrollton and Black Pearl. Fresh 
produce glistened in the bed of his Ford F-150. Listening for his sonorous melody, “I got 
watermelons! I got oranges and bananas! I got greens and cabbage!” People would wave down 
the truck to purchase their produce and have a quick conversation with the witty, jovial Mr. Okra.  
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In 2017, Mr. Okra was named one of Southern Living’s Southerners of the Year. Mr. Okra 
began his career in 1958 at the age of 15 riding along in the horse and buggy with his father, 
Okra Man. At that time, he was known as Lil’ Okra. Imagine the changes in neighborhood 
demographics, society, the city, and race relations he witnessed from his perch either in the 
horse and buggy with his father or from his pick-up truck over the last 60 years of his life. Even 
more, imagine how he—in his own way—through his trade became an ambassador for New 
Orleans and for human decency given his interaction with New Orleanians from all walks of life.  
 
While Mr. Okra did not write great ballads, pen prolific novels, or invent a new technology, his 
contribution to the culture of New Orleans must be celebrated. We know all too well that history 
is full of the tremendous importance of little things. Mr. Okra was a fixture of New Orleans and 
invoked a crisp nostalgia for a New Orleans where neighbors knew one another, children played 
in the street, and fresh produce could be delivered farm to table to your doorstep long before 
today’s delivery services. The love of the people of the city of New Orleans for Mr. Okra carried 
him from neighborhood to neighborhood and from heart to heart.  
 
Arthur James “Mr. Okra” Robinson is a New Orleans legend, who must be remembered not only 
for the service he rendered, but for the joy engendered, and the community he fostered in the 
city of New Orleans.  
 
Learn More 
 
Beloved Singing New Orleans Produce Vendor Mr. Okra Dies : The Salt, National Public Radio 
 
What happened to New Orleans' Black truck farming culture? – Scalawag 
 
 

Lizzie Miles   

Lizzie Miles, the so-called “matron saint of the New Orleans jazz revival” or “Creole Songbird,”  
was once asked by the Today Show’s Dave Garroway about what brought her to New Orleans. 
She responded: “I got here the best kind of way. I was born here. Right on Bourbon Street.” In 
1895, Miles (nee Elizabeth Mary Ladreaux) was born into a Creole family on 1508 Bourbon 
Street. She grew up in the Seventh Ward near the Mississippi River. The  daughter of a barber 
and the oldest of 11 children, Miles sang from an early age at “lawn parties staged by her 
neighborhood catechism teacher,” and was first exposed to opera while selling candy at the 
theatre as a 12 year old. By age 14, she was singing with prominent musicians King Oliver and 
the trombonist Kid Ory. In her later teens, Miles joined a travelling vaudeville circus, performing 
six nights of the week, eight months in the year while living out of a Pullman coach. Her main 
act was apparently to ride a horse bareback while singing and having pigeons land on her 
shoulders. However, after most of her circus contracted the Spanish Flu in 1918, and Miles 
herself almost died, she ended her vaudeville career and became even more devoutly Christian. 
These early days with the circus ultimately led Lizzie Miles to Chicago and New York, where 
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she began recording her own music. Her 1923 record “You’re Always Messin Around With My 
Man,” was the first record by an African American blues artist to play in England. In 1924 and 
1925, she toured Europe, with an extended stay in Paris, where she was welcomed as “La Rose 
Noir” (“the Black Rose”) when performing at clubs.   

In the 1930s, despite illness, Miles appeared in two films. Her trajectory towards stardom ended 
when the Great Depression struck. For years she was a domestic worker and a barmaid, also 
caring for her sick mother in Chicago. However, in 1951, with the help of a New Orleans disc 
jockey, Miles made a hugely successful comeback. She returned to the city as a legend, 
instigated the jazz and blues revival era, and resumed performing a repertoire of vaudeville 
blues, ragtime, and French Creole songs. When questioned again by Dave Garroway over the 
origins of her stage name, Miles’ answer is simple - she was always introduced by MCs as: 
“miles of smiles from Lizzie Miles.”  

The image of Miles is one of remarkable success through tireless work, and optimism through 
hardship. She once said of her music: “To me I sing love songs—sad songs—torchy songs 
better. Guess it’s because I had such a hard, sad life from as far back as I can remember, is 
why.” In the years prior to Miles’ death in 1963, she withdrew from performing, aside from a 
show at Tulane University. In her own words, she spent her final years choosing to “live the life 
of a nun,” and worked at Lafon Catholics Old Folks Home. Upon her death in 1963, Lake 
Charles American Press remembered Miles as, “The toast of the blues world in Paris, Harlem, 
and New Orleans.” 

Learn More 

Lizzie Miles in 64 Parishes 

Lizzie Miles in Music Rising at Tulane  

 
 
Julia Aaron (Humbles)  
 
Julia Aaron Humbles was born in New Orleans in 1942, and grew up in the St. Bernard public 
housing project. From an early age she pushed back against the segregation of the world where 
she grew up, as a girl she would move up to the front section of buses or use white -only 
restrooms. By the time she arrived as a student at Southern University in New Orleans, she had 
begun working with the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). Founded the same year Aaron 
was born, by the late 1940s CORE had risen to prominence as perhaps the nation’s leading 
direct-action Civil Rights organization.  
 
In 1961 and just barely 18, Aaron applied to join a new campaign that was being dubbed as the 
Freedom Rides. Armed with a Supreme Court ruling in Boynton v Virginia which outlawed 
segregation in interstate transportation, CORE planned to send interracial groups of activists to 
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force compliance with the law. Aaron wrote that it was her desire “to remove the signs of human 
injustice from our society.” 
 
Traveling in interracial groups of bus riders, CORE members would cross state lines in an 
attempt to violate local and state segregation laws, get arrested by local officials, and thus 
hopefully force the federal government (constitutionally responsible for interstate commerce) to 
intervene to protect their 14th Amendment rights from Jim Crow officials. The direct-action 
techniques pioneered by CORE were later adopted across much of the Civil Rights Movement 
in the South. The central fact of direct-action was that the protester be prepared to put body, 
and even life, on the line to force the issues of equality, justice, and the rights of the 
disenfranchised. 
 
Aaron was chosen to be on the first Freedom Ride bus, itself a testament to her dedication as 
riders were chosen based on their skill, strategic know-how, and unflappability. She was unable 
to attend though, as she found herself in Orleans Parish Prison for protesting the segregation of 
lunch counters at the Woolworth’s on Canal Street—one of more than thirty times that Aaron 
went to jail in the pursuit of equality and justice. The bus she was supposed to ride was 
firebombed by terrorists defending segregation and Jim Crow outside of Anniston, Alabama. 
The next day she was able to make it to Montgomery where she boarded the next bus, 
eventually crossing into Mississippi where she was promptly arrested once again. Despite these 
arrests, Aaron continued to be active in the movement in Mississippi, universally known as the 
most brutal and dangerous place in the South.  
  
As Dave Dennis, a Louisianan who directed the Mississippi chapter of CORE and was co-
director of the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO)—the omnibus group of Civil Rights 
organizations in Mississippi that included CORE, the Student Non-violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), the NAACP, and the Southern Christian Leadership )said of Aaron, she 
“was a pioneer,” one “of the great warriors and unknown heroes from the New Orleans CORE 
group.” After these heroic campaigns, Aaron returned to New Orleans where she continued to 
be involved in a variety of campaigns for justice and equality. She graduated from Charity 
Hospital School of Surgical Technology and worked throughout her life in health care. She 
passed away in 2016. 
 
Learn More 
 
Julia Aaron Humbles, Civil Rights Digital Library  
 
Frystak, S. L. (2020). Our minds on freedom: Women and the struggle for black equality in 
Louisiana, 1924-1967. 
 
Louisiana Women in the Civil Rights Movement in 64 Parishes 
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Current Name: Lee Street  

Virginia native Robert E. Lee (1800-1870) studied at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point and served for over three decades in the U.S. Army during the mid-1800s until 1861, 
when he resigned to join the Confederacy. Lee opposed federal interference in the policies of 
southern states regarding slavery, but framed his decision to resign from the U.S. Army in terms 
of loyalty to his home state of Virginia rather than on strong commitment to secession.  

Nevertheless, Lee helped to organize the beginnings of Confederate military operations against 
the United States and his former military comrades from 1861 to 1862. He then commanded the 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia from June of 1862 through the end of the Civil War. This 
was the most important Confederate Army in the eastern theater. After the Confederate defeat 
in 1865, Lee became President of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia—now Washington 
& Lee University, renamed in honor of the five years Lee spent before his death transforming 
the college. 

Lee married Mary Custis in 1831 and together they had seven children. Lee’s birth family and 
the family he made with Custis held small numbers of captive African-Americans who they 
exploited for labor around their households. Upon the death of his father-in-law, George 
Washington Parke Custis in 1857, Lee inherited responsibility for large agricultural holdings of 
hundreds of enslaved people. The Custis will mandated emancipation for these captives no later 
than five years after his death but left the exact timing of such emancipation to his executors.  
General Lee chose to maintain these people in bondage in order to cover Custis’ debts and 
other expenses and by various accounts favored strict control and violent punishment of this 
captive workforce during those five years.  Even the most sympathetic Lee biographers concede 
that he viewed black people as inferior to white people and supported continued white 
dominance of culture, politics and society after the war. 

Lee had no direct connection to New Orleans. The placement of a statue in his honor at Tivoli 
Circle occurred in 1884, organized by supporters of “Lost Cause” ideas which downplayed the 
centrality of slavery in motivating the rise of the Confederacy and sought to maintain the 
centrality of white supremacy in southern social, economic, and political life after the war.  
These people also sought to promote permanent white control of black life and labor in the 
postwar south.  The installation of the Lee statue and the naming of streets—without any 
particular Lee connection to the city—matched similar efforts by “Lost Cause” champions 
elsewhere in the region. 

The monument to Robert E. Lee at Tivoli Circle was permanently removed by order of the New 
Orleans City Council in 2017. 

 
Potential Names 
 
Thompson (Alice, Shirley) Sisters - 
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Sisters Alice (1939-2015) and Shirley Thompson (1943-1990), along with their sister Jean, 
risked their health and lives to help strike down racial discrimination practices in Louisiana in the 
early 1960s. Still in high school, they joined the Youth Chapter of the New Orleans branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and after graduation 
they joined the New Orleans chapter of CORE.  

The Thompson sisters participated in sit-ins and protests that helped to integrate several places 
in New Orleans, including the Trailways Bus Station, McCrory’s, Woolworth’s, Lowes State 
Theater, City Hall Cafeteria, and Audubon Park. They joined the CORE-sponsored Freedom 
Rides which tested the Supreme Court rulings outlawing segregation in interstate travel. The 
Freedom Riders were an integrated group of young men and women who in 1961 rode through 
parts of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama checking for compliance with the law.  

During the rides, like other CORE members, the Thompson sisters were arrested and chose “jail 
not bail”—another form of protest. They showed enormous courage and fortitude as they 
endured beatings at the hands of crowds and the police, and horrific conditions in jail. Their 
father lost his job as a longshoreman and had to leave town to find work. Yet the girls’ parents 
were supportive of their activism because they agreed with the goal of racial justice. The sisters 
also participated in voting rights drives in rural areas of Louisiana and Mississippi at a time 
when death was a real possibility (indeed, some civil rights workers were murdered). 

The Thompson sisters continued their activism in different forms as they grew older.  Alice 
graduated from Southern University with a B.A and worked as a social worker for many years. 
Shirley Thompson died at age 47. Jean Thompson is thankfully still with us. 

Learn More 

The Thompson Sisters (Alice, Jean, and Shirley) – AtlasFamily.Org 
 
Alice Thompson interview Kim Lacy Rogers Oral History Collection, Amistad Research Center. 
 
Louisiana Women in the Civil Rights Movement in 64 Parishes 
 
 
 
Ronald Lewis 
 
Ronald W. Lewis (1951 - 2020) lived his entire life in New Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward. He was 
the son of  Rebecca and Irvin Dickerson and graduated from George Washington Carver High 
School in 1969. After graduation, Lewis married Charlotte "Minnie" Hill and raised two sons, 
Ronaldo and Rashaad. Charlotte Lewis comes from an established family from the Lower Ninth 
Ward; some of her famous relatives include the musicians Jessie Hill, Troy "Trombone Shorty" 
Andrews, David Lastie, and Herlin Riley. Ronald repaired streetcar tracks for the New Orleans 
Public Service Inc. (NOPSI) from 1972 – 2002. He served as a union organizer for the 
Amalgamated Transit Union, and later as a representative for Local 1700-4 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW). As a union representative, Ronald was part of a 
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team that organized the NOPSI maintenance workers with the plant and electric workers. 
Ronald credited his work as a union organizer with giving him the skill of public speaking and 
community organizing. 
 
Lewis was a leader and participant in many aspects of New Orleans culture. As a young man, 
Ronald learned to sew Mardi Gras Indian suits, and for several years he masked as Spyboy for 
the Seminoles.  In 1991 he  helped found the Choctaw Hunters. He retired from masking in the 
late 1990s but continued to serve as Council Chief for his tribe. In 1995, Lewis founded--and 
until 2018 was president of--the Big Nine Social Aid and Pleasure Club. Following Hurricane 
Katrina, Ronald marched with the Northside Skull and Bones Gang every Mardi Gras morning. 
He was a member of the Jewish marching group Krewe du Jieux, and for the last ten years, 
Lewis displayed Mardi Gras Indian beadwork at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival.  
In 2008, Ronald and Charlotte Lewis were the king and queen of Krewe de Vieux.  
 
Ronald's participation in such a wide variety of organizations suggests that not only was Lewis a 
spirited supporter of New Orleans culture, but he was also a multifaceted person, a lifelong 
learner, and someone who reached across racial, religious, and social lines to sustain broader 
aspects of New Orleans culture. Ronald was particularly proud of his efforts to bring second-line 
parades and Mardi Gras Indian tribes to his neighborhood. To Lewis, these traditions' presence 
instilled a deeper sense of cultural identity in the Lower Ninth Ward and connected his 
neighborhood to New Orleans culture at large.    
 
After he retired from the Regional Transit Authority, Ronald entered a new and unexpected 
phase of his life. In 2002, conspicuous household clutter forced Charlotte Lewis to place 
Ronald's Mardi Gras Indian suits in the garage, thus inadvertently giving birth to the backyard 
museum, The House of Dance and Feathers. Lewis's museum became a center for Mardi Gras 
Indian and Social Aid and Pleasure Club memorabilia and activity, and it was Lewis's vehicle to 
educate the broader public about New Orleans African American history. Unfortunately, the 
failure of the federal flood protection in 2005 inundated Lewis' museum on Tupelo Street with 
thirteen feet of water.  
 
Never one to sit on the sidelines, Lewis rallied against what he saw as the undignified portrayal 
of his community in national news. Ronald became a lightning rod for media attention and 
brought his efforts to international news coverage. Moreover, Lewis's determination to rebuild 
his museum attracted the attention of scholars and architects. So many volunteers came to the 
Lower Ninth Ward that Lewis redirected them to help his neighbors rebuild their homes. Ronald 
documented his life, neighborhood, and museum in his book The House of Dance and 
Feathers: A Museum by Ronald W. Lewis. Simply put, Ronald Lewis's efforts were crucial in the 
rebuilding of the Lower Ninth Ward after hurricane Katrina. Mr. Lewis died March 20, 2020, of 
COVID-19.  

 
Learn More 
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Ronald W. Lewis, Rachel Breunlin, Helen A, Regis, and Neighborhood Story Project. The 
House of Dance & Feathers: A Museum, (New Orleans: Neighborhood Story Project: UNO 
Press, 2009 
 
Ronald Lewis, Preserver Of New Orleans' Black Culture, Dies At 68 National Public Radio 
 
 
Leontine Goins Luke  
 
Leontine Goins Luke was a leader of the Civil Rights Movement in New Orleans and a lifelong 
advocate for racial equality. As longtime president of the Ninth Ward Civic and Improvement 
League, Luke spent some days keeping the area from sinking underwater as a result of poor 
sewage systems in the area and spent other days registering Black voters and desegregating 
the public school system. Leontine Goins Luke was born in 1911 to Reverend Burnell H. Goins, 
who in 1945 helped to establish the Ninth Ward Civic and Improvement League. The 
community, predominantly working class Blacks and immigrants from Ireland, Germany, France, 
and Italy who could no longer afford to live Uptown, was notoriously neglected by the mayor’s 
office.  
 
Luke and her father Goins continued a rich tradition of community-organized mutual aid in the 
Ninth Warwhich began in the 1870s with the Black benevolent societies supporting the 
freedmen who made their homes in the area. Luke’s early campaign work in the Ninth Ward 
involved lobbying the city for improved sewerage, drainage, pavements, garbage collection, and 
better bus connections into central New Orleans. In the late 40s, she protested to the mayor: "It 
has been understood by us that this section has high priority for the extension of water and 
sewer mains for many years, but this priority has failed to be beneficial in that these facilities are 
still needed very badly.” 
 
In the early 1950s, Luke advocated for desegregation in schools, as she worked tirelessly to 
overturn the “separate but equal” doctrine of the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court ruling. 
In 1951, Luke helped to file the Bush v Orleans Parish Schoolboard lawsuit, which culminated 
almost ten years later in 1960, when four six-year old Black girls began at McDonogh No. 19 
and William Frantz elementary, both previously all-white schools.  In the lead up to their 
extremely controversial start to first grade, Luke acted as a mentor for all the girls and their 
families, and as a representative from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). For the four girls’ first few weeks of school, Leontine Goins Luke’s Ninth 
Ward, and New Orleans by extension, became a focal point of the world. The first graders were 
being accompanied by bodyguards on the way to school, while the NAACP members were 
being threatened by the KKK. (After a list of NAACP member’s names were published, 
membership plummeted in New Orleans from 4,750 to 1,300). Luke continued her activism in 
the community, and organized continued boycotts of McDonogh Day ceremonies until they were 
integrated in the late 1950s .  
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Above Leontine Goins Luke’s name in a Ninth Ward Civic Improvement League booklet for an 
Emergency Aid Committee meeting in 1968 is the quote: “No man goes his way alone.” 
Leontine Goins Luke lived her life in testament to this ideal.  
 
Learn More 
 
Leontine Goins Luke in Historic New Orleans Collection 
 
Rogers, K. (1985). Organizational Experience and Personal Narrative: Stories of New Orleans's 
Civil Rights Leadership. The Oral History Review, 13, 23-54.  
 
 
 
Current Name: Beauregard Drive 

Pierre Gustave-Toutant Beauregard (1818 - 1893) – more commonly known as P. G. T. 
Beauregard- served as a Confederate general during the Civil War. Beauregard was born into a 
wealthy slave-owning family of sugar planters in Saint Bernard Parish. Two separate marriages 
into the Villeré and Deslondes families further invested him into systems of human bondage and 
sugar planting. Prior to the Southern insurrection, Beauregard graduated second in his class at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, served as an engineer during the Mexican-American 
War, and, in 1861, was appointed superintendent of West Point Military Academy. However, 
less than a month later, he abandoned this prestigious post to join the treasonous attempt at 
secession.  

Beauregard ordered the first shots of the Civil War fired upon Fort Sumter and the United 
States.  He was second-in-command during the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull 
Run, and fought in multiple engagements before surrendering to General Sherman in April of 
1865. Beauregard is credited with designing the "Star and Bars" Confederate battle flag, a 
symbol representing white supremacy, treachery, and the ongoing denial of constitutional rights. 
Upon learning of the Emancipation Proclamation, General Beauregard threatened to execute all 
"abolition prisoners"—a euphemism for former slaves who fought for the United States and were 
captured by insurrections—by strangulation.  

After the war, Beauregard lived in New Orleans and was active in numerous civic and social 
roles. He served as the president of the New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern Railroad. 
Along with fellow former Confederate General Jubal A. Early, Beauregard was a superintendent 
of the notoriously corrupt Louisiana State Lottery. After Reconstruction, Beauregard served as 
an adjunct general in the Louisiana state militia which amongst other things, played an active 
role in the events leading up to the massacre of more than sixty striking sugar cane workers in 
and around Thibodaux in 1887. In 1888, Beauregard was elected Commissioner for Public 
Works of New Orleans on the Young Men's Democratic Association ticket, a group with close 
ties to the Citizen's League. In 1885, he served as emcee of a lecture where the topic was 
condemning writings that took "pleasure in degrading" the white Creole population of Louisiana. 
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Beauregard chaired the Resolution Committee on Unification, arguing against unification and 
integration in New Orleans. Following his death in 1893, the Beauregard Monument Association 
organized to raise and distribute money "for Confederate causes, identified if possible, with the 
name of Beauregard." 

In 2017, the City of New Orleans removed the Beauregard Monument that sat at the center of 
an intersection of Esplanade, Wisner, and the entrance to City Park. 

 
Potential Names 
 
James Roberts      

The title of his 1858 The Narrative of James Roberts, a Soldier Under Gen. Washington in the 
Revolutionary War, and Under Gen. Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans, in the War of 1812: 
"A Battle Which Cost Me a Limb, Some Blood, and Almost My Life” reveals more about James 
Roberts’ life than any official record, an unsurprising fact considering the persistent condition of 
his enslavement.  

In his own words, Roberts was born in 1753 “on the Eastern Shore of Maryland” under the 
unremitting yoke of chattel slavery. His enslaver, Francis De Shields, served as a colonel in 
Washington’s army throughout the Revolutionary War, and Roberts fought beside him. But his 
participation in the war and the “kill[ing] of many Indians” was something he came to 
“exceedingly regret.” To Roberts, the brutality he and his fellow soldiers inflicted on the Native 
American population was far too relatable - “they were innocent and defenseless, and were fast 
tending to a condition not much better than my own.”  

Following the death of his enslaver, Roberts was released from service and quickly returned to 
his hometown of Maryland in the “hope[s] of being set free, with [his] wife and four little ones.” 
But to his surprise, he was instead “taken to New Orleans and sold at auction…to Calvin Smith,” 
a Louisianan man whose plantation, Roberts thought, rather befitted the title of “a slaughter-
house of human beings.” He had fought for America’s freedom without receiving his own. Before 
he could commence his first day of field work, Smith subjected Roberts to thirty-nine lashes – a 
number that would later pale in comparison to the five hundred more he was to receive for “the 
crime of praying to God…to give [him] grace.” 

By the time the War of 1812 hit New Orleans, then-General Andrew Jackson approached the 
Smith plantation, hoping to enlist “five hundred negroes” to fight in the battle against Great 
Britain. Guided by the promise of freedom from servitude at the battle’s conclusion, Roberts 
wilfully accepted the future president’s plea and traveled “three hundred miles by land, on 
foot…in sight of New Orleans.” After a laborious battle, wherein Roberts “lost one of [his] fingers 
and received a deep wound [on his] head,” he and his fellow militia found themselves victorious, 
boasting less than one hundred casualties against two thousand on the British side. Jackson 
went against his word and ordered the African American soldiers to “go home to [their] masters.” 
A stunned Roberts asked to speak with him privately, urging Jackson to stay true to his word in 
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allowing him “to claim the benefit of the promise you made me.” Jackson plainly responded, 
“You are not my property, and I cannot take another man’s property and set it free.” Roberts had 
again fought and bled to earn his freedom and had it denied.  

Roberts’ Narrative serves as both a cautionary tale against the brutality of exploitation and as a 
correction towards the histories of exclusion that persistently omit enslaved African American 
soldiers from wartime narratives. In publishing his story, Roberts aided in the exposition of 
slavery as a deeply cruel and immoral system and ultimately supported his goal of constructing 
“a brighter day for those who suffer under [it].” He told his own story.  

Learn More 

James Roberts in UNC's Documenting the American South 

"Blacks in the Battle of New Orleans: The Story of James Roberts in The New Orleans Tribune 

 
 
Elizabeth Schlosser Cousins Rogers  
 
Elizabeth Rogers was a New Orleans activist, community leader of the Lower Ninth Ward, 
author and pamphleteer, and decades-long fixture of French Quarter street culture. Along with 
her husband, World War I veteran and union organizer Walter Rogers, the couple were known 
for creating and handing out political leaflets reflecting their radical politics as longtime members 
of the Communist Party, covering subjects ranging from international politics to the lack of 
adequate city services. A survivor of Hurricane Betsy in 1965, Rogers is also remembered for 
forming a Lower Ninth Ward community group with her neighbors that demanded crucial 
material aid for the devastated neighborhood and its inhabitants in the weeks, months, and 
years following the disaster.  
 
The Betsy Flood Victims group petitioned the City for food stamps to feed the hungry, loan 
forgiveness for devastated homeowners unable to pay mortgages, and public grants to rebuild 
houses. The group also advised residents to be wary of loan sharks offering quick money for 
their homes, and secured a post-mortem report on the catastrophic levee failure from the US 
Army Corps of Engineers that uncovered evidence of institutional culpability. Rogers and the 
Betsy Flood Victims group, in seeking to address fundamental questions of social justice in the 
context of the Betsy disaster, directly presaged many of the core struggles New Orleanians 
would face forty years later in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Learn More 
 
50 years ago, Hurricane Betsy offered a foretaste of Katrina’s destruction, The New Orleans 
Advocate 
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Elizabeth and Walter Rogers Collection, 1969-1985, Amistad Research Center 
 
Horowitz, A. (2020). Katrina: A history, 1915-2015. Cambridge Mass., London, Harvard 
University Press. Available as an electronic book and print at the New Orleans Public Library. 
 
 
Doris Jean Castle  
 
A civil rights activist who dedicated her life to service, Doris Jean Castle was the younger sister 
of civil rights icon Oretha Castle Haley. Born in 1942 in Oakland, Tennessee, the Castle sisters 
moved to New Orleans five years later where their father worked as a longshoreman and their 
mother was employed by Leah Chase. She attended Joseph S. Clark High School and began 
college at Southern University of New Orleans but left to follow her sister into civil rights 
activism. 
 
As a teenager in the early 1960s, Castle joined in a boycott and protests organized by the 
Consumers’ League of Greater New Orleans to fight the racially discriminatory employment 
practices of Dryades Street merchants. She had mobilized after hearing about her sister’s arrest 
while on a high school graduation trip. She was an early member of the New Orleans chapter of 
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE, formed in 1960 by Rudy Lombard and her sister) and 
she served as the membership chair of the organization. She actively engaged in picketing 
segregated Canal Street businesses. While drawn to the work through Oretha, Castle found her 
own significant place in the movement, often described as an “enabler” to her sister.  
 
In 1961 Castle joined Mississippi Freedom Rides and was arrested in Jackson, Mississippi. 
“Those on the bus with us were a group of people who had never been in each other’s 
company, bonded by a common goal. Our only weapon was that we were right in what we were 
doing.” She and her fellow riders, bonded by that common goal, refused to pay bail, choosing to 
serve prison time as a tactic to keep the media’s attention. Castle served some of her time at 
the Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman, which was notorious for its particularly harsh 
conditions. The following year she participated in CORE’s “Freedom Highways,” a campaign 
challenging segregated facilities along major highways. 
 
During a 1963 protest of the segregated New Orleans City Hall cafeteria, police carried Castle, 
still in her cafeteria chair, from the building after she refused to leave. She was one of three 
plaintiffs who successfully sued to desegregate the facility. Working alongside her sister, Castle 
also helped to desegregate public transportation in New Orleans. The Castle home, located in 
the Treme neighborhood, was a regular meeting space for the movement and became known 
as the “Freedom House.” 
 
In many different venues Castle served as a leader and vanguard. Writing for the CORE 
newsletter in March-April 1964 she reported on a New Orleans theatre sit-in that she was part of 
and in which all participants were arrested. “It was a first arrest for Katrina Jackson and Harold 
Sullivan. Shirley Thompson, Ruth Wells, Linda and Dorotha Smith and Alicia Joseph had been 
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arrested before. I had been arrested five times in the course of New Orleans CORE's years of 
nonviolent action.” 
 
By the mid-1960s Castle turned her attention to national struggles and she left the city to raise 
funds for the National Welfare Rights Organization. After she returned to New Orleans in 1967, 
Castle worked for several social service programs, including some under the auspices of 
Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty initiative. She worked with the Urban League to challenge 
housing discrimination and served as a counseling specialist with Odyssey House, a behavioral 
healthcare facility focused on addiction treatment. Later in life she worked as an admissions 
supervisor at Charity Hospital. According to Grace Patrick in a report about Castle “left her mark 
on the city of New Orleans, paving the way for more equal opportunities for people of color in 
the South.” 
 
Adapted from: Doris Jean Castle Historic New Orleans Collection 
 
Learn more 
 
NOLA4Women: Oretha Castle Haley and Doris Jean Castle: Sisters Dedicated to the Movement 
 
Doris Jean Castle-Scott interview, Part 1 of 7 interviews with Kim Lacy Rogers 
 
Frystak, S. (2009). Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in 
Louisiana, 1924–1967. LSU Press. 
 
 
 
Current Name: Slidell Street 
 
John Slidell (1793-1871) was a US diplomat in the Polk administration during the US-Mexican 
War, a US Senator who represented Louisiana from 1853 to 1861, and a Confederate diplomat. 
Slidell Street, located in Algiers, was previously named Jackson Street before it was renamed 
for Slidell with the passage of Ordinance 9411 on July 9, 1894. 
  
As a member of the Confederate Foreign Service, Slidell sought diplomatic recognition and 
financial support from France, whose economy depended heavily on cotton exported from the 
slaveholding South. In the “Trent Affair” of 1861, Slidell and James Murray Mason set out for 
Europe aboard a British vessel. A US Navy ship captured Slidell and Mason and detained the 
two diplomats in Boston harbor. Confederates hoped this incident would lead to Great Britain 
declaring war on the United States and aid in the cause of insurrection. To defuse the diplomatic 
crisis, President Abraham Lincoln ordered Slidell and Mason released, and the two men went 
on to Europe. 
  
Once in Paris, Slidell pleaded the Confederate cause at the court of Napoleon III, arguing that 
Confederate free trade policies would benefit European economies, while, by contrast, the 
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Union’s policies of blockades and tariffs would hurt the French economy. Though Slidell failed to 
secure diplomatic recognition, he did facilitate talks between the financially strapped 
Confederacy and the French banking firm Erlanger et Cie. Frederic Emile d’Erlanger’s firm 
underwrote $15 million of Confederate bonds backed by cotton (rather than the tenuous “full 
faith and credit” of the Confederate government). “Erlanger cotton bonds” became a de facto 
southern currency and netted an estimated $3 million for the Confederacy (and, incidentally, a 
wife for Erlanger, who married Slidell’s daughter Mathilde) that allowed it to continue its war 
against the United States. After the Confederate defeat, Slidell remained in Paris. 
  
One US naval official called Slidell and Mason “disloyal citizens, leading conspirators, rebel 
enemies, and dangerous men” who headed to Europe “to promote the cause of the 
insurrection.” Slidell remained in Europe following the insurrection never returning to Louisiana 
or the United States. He died in England and was buried in France. 
  

 
Potential Names 
 
Herbert Simpson  
 
Herb (Herbert) Harold “Briefcase” Simpson (1920-2015) was born in Hahnville, the son of 
sugarcane and rice farmers.  His father was also a baseball player in the era between 1900 and 
1920. By 1900 all of the professional baseball leagues in the United States had segregated and 
removed Black players. It would be another twenty years before the country’s various 
barnstorming black teams came together to form the Negro National League. Simpson 
remembered of his father that those who saw him play had said he could have been one of the 
greatest pitchers of all-time had he been allowed to play in an organized league. Simpson’s 
family moved to Algiers when he was a young boy and his father taught Herb the game on the 
sandlots of the West Bank. By the time he was in high school he caught on with the semi-pro 
Algiers Giants of the Negro Southern League.    
  
Simpson’s baseball career was a testament to the tenaciousness and precarity of elite Black 
athletes during the era. His career stops included time with the storied Homestead Grays 
(Pittsburgh), Chicago American Giants, and the Harlem Globetrotters baseball team. His 
recorded statistics list a lifetime .322 batting average and Simpson fondly remembered getting 
two hits in a game off of Satchel Paige, perhaps the greatest pitcher who ever lived. In between 
stops he served his country in Europe during World War II, fighting in a segregated military to 
defeat fascism as part of an Army unit that dismantled German bombs. 
  
While Jackie Robinson integrated Major League baseball in 1947, opportunities for Black 
baseball players in the majors continued to be scant for the next decade. After returning from 
his service, Simpson played for the Seattle Steelheads of the West Coast Negro Baseball 
League. After the Steelheads folded Simpson continued to play baseball in the U.S. West. In 
1952 he became the first Black player in the Western International League (Class A) while 
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playing with the Spokane Indians. Later that year while playing with the Albuquerque Dukes of 
the West Texas-New Mexico League (Class B) Simpson performed this amazing service again 
and integrated that league. In 1954 he was playing with the Oakland Acorns of the Pacific Coast 
League (Class AAA)—at the time the highest level baseball league west of St Louis--that year 
Simpson got married to a cheering crowd before a game at home plate. 
  
Upon retiring from baseball in 1955, Simpson returned to Algiers and served his community for 
the next three decades as a maintenance superintendent for the Orleans Parish School Board 
and State of Louisiana. 
  
In later life he became an unofficial spokesman and ambassador for the memory of the Negro 
Leagues. In 2012 the Seattle Mariners honored him (along with Ken Griffey Jr. and Alvin Davis) 
as one of the three greatest players in Seattle history. In 2014 Simpson became the first pre-
integration Black player inducted into the New Orleans Baseball Hall of Fame. 
  
Learn More 
 
Personal Profiles: Herbert Simpson, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum eMuseum. 
  
Negro Leaguer Marks Triumphant Return to Seattle, Seattle Magazine 
  
Herb Simpson, pioneering black baseball player & La. native, dies at 94, WWL TV 
 
 
Alonzo Ellis 
 
In the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, Black Americans migrated in huge numbers from 
rural plantations to urban centers in search of work and a new life. Many gravitated to the New 
Orleans waterfront, where unskilled jobs were plentiful and offered immediate economic 
opportunity. Established white and immigrant waterfront workers—organized into long-standing 
trade unions—immediately felt threatened by the influx of non-union Black workers into the labor 
pool. 
 
Early on, Black workers naturally organized their own independent unions that paralleled those 
of the white workers. Meanwhile, employers readily exploited the economic anxieties and racial 
prejudices of the white workers, and the desperate material situation of the Black workers. By 
deliberately playing one group against the other, employers succeeded for a time in maintaining 
control over the workforce and driving labor costs down. Racial violence and reciprocal 
strikebreaking became a common feature on the waterfront. 
 
This decades-long process of fruitless, often bloody, infighting between Black and white workers 
eventually led to a mutual respect and acceptance, and taught the workers that interracial unity 
was paramount to advancing their collective interest. Any progress toward building worker 
power on the waterfront would require a Black-white united front. 
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By the first decade of the 20th Century, waterfront workers had developed a strict “half-and-half” 
system of interracial unionism. Under this arrangement, the workers demanded that all crews 
hired by employers be fifty-percent white and fifty-percent black. They insisted that Blacks and 
whites perform the same work for equal wages, and that their unions negotiate with equal 
representation in any dealings with employers.  
 
In the depths of the Jim Crow era, this painstaking system of cross-racial solidarity proved 
greatly effective. In the span of a generation, New Orleans waterfront workers won far better 
conditions than their racially-divided counterparts in other Gulf and Atlantic South port cities.  
 
Alonzo Ellis emerged as one of the key figures of the half-and-half era. A leader of the Black 
screwmen’s union—arguably the leading union on the waterfront—Ellis was an important voice 
for interracial cooperation in the face of open white supremacy and economic hostility. Along 
with Black and white representatives from other waterfront unions, Ellis faced down constant 
attempts on the part of employers—often supported by city and state officials—to divide the 
workers by race.  
 
During the 1907 General Levee Strike, Ellis was elected to serve on the Dock and Cotton 
Council, the democratic body charged with representing and leading the entire unionized 
workforce on the waterfront. At the strike’s peak, the employers appealed to Mayor Martin 
Behrman to intercede and break the stalemate. Behrman’s intention was to cut a deal with the 
white workers at the expense of the Black workers. The Council listened to the Mayor’s appeal 
but quickly voted to reject the deal. Two representatives—Ellis and a white worker—were 
chosen to deliver news of the decision to Mayor Behrman. Upon receiving it, a flabbergasted 
Behrman stormed out of the union hall, and the strike wore on. 
 
During this period, Ellis was also active in efforts to establish political and civil rights for Blacks 
in Louisiana. He helped form the Equal Rights League, an organization directed by black 
waterfront union leaders. The League organized chapters across Orleans Parish. Waterfront 
unions began requiring all members to pay poll taxes as a way to confront this barrier to Black 
and working-class voting rights. The League also organized pressure campaigns to force the 
Republican Party to recognize and accept the participation of Black Convention delegates. 
Although many of these efforts would ultimately be overtaken by the rising tide of Jim Crow, the 
League—with its strong basis in the labor movement—represented a precursory glimpse of the 
Civil Rights Movement that would emerge less than half a century later. 
 
Learn More 
 
Waterfront Workers of New Orleans: Race, Class, and Politics, 1863-1923 by Eric Arnesen 
 
New Orleans Dockworkers: Race, Labor, and Unionism, 1892-1923 by Daniel Rosenberg 
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Henry James "Red" Allen  

Jazz history recognizes innovators, interpreters, and individualists. Innovators alter the way that 
jazz music is played and influence their contemporaries and future generations. Interpreters 
perform current mainstream music or earlier styles, and they contribute fresh ideas to the music. 
Individualists are unique players who possess their own sound and style – though they may not 
influence others, they add to the jazz legacy through their colourful musical personalities. It is 
rare for a musician to be all three, as Henry James “Red” Allen was. 

Born in Algiers in 1908, Allen worked with Victoria Spivey, the Duke Ellington and Russell 
bands, and Jelly Roll Morton’s Red Hot Peppers. He also published recordings with other 
musicians such as Russell, Dorsey and Hawkins. All these recordings were well received by the 
public and musicians, achieving popular and critical praise. The 1933-1934 Henderson 
orchestra, generally considered the “premier swing band of the 1930s,” created a number of 
jazz’s most influential recordings, including solos from Allen. In 1954 Allen was the house 
bandleader at the Metropole Café (NYC) for a seven year gig. In 1957, Jack Teagarden and Kid 
Ory joined Allen’s group. Allen was recorded live from the Newport Jazz Festival and toured the 
UK in 1963 and 1964 playing with the Alex Welsh Band. He was awarded for his contributions to 
jazz music in Manchester during the 1964 tour. 

In 1966, Allen was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer but still went on to do another tour of 
Britain with the Alex Welsh Band. He died only six weeks later after returning home on April 17, 
1967.That year a tribute to him was held in New York, attended by many of the greatest names 
in jazz appeared at this tribute including Bobby Hackett, Bud Freeman, Charlie Shaves, Clark 
Terry, Coleman Hawkins, Earl Hines, Jonah Jones, Pee Wee Russell, Roy Eldridge and Tyree 
Glenn. Through his music many people around the world were introduced to New Orleans jazz.  

Learn More  
 
New Orleans Jazz Great Henry Red Allen Page  
 
HENRY JAMES ALLEN “RED” in Jazz Archeology 
 
Henry “Red” Allen - New Songs, Playlists & Latest News    
 
 
 
Current Name: Gen. Meyer Street 
 
Adolph	Meyer	(1842-1908)	was	a	Confederate	general	and	Louisiana	congressman	who	owned	
property	in	Algiers.	General	Meyer	Avenue,(formerly	Patterson)	located	in	Algiers,	was	renamed	for	
the	Confederate	secessionist	in	1908	shortly	after	his	death	under	city	ordinance	14467.	
		
After	fighting	for	the	insurrection	as	an	assistant	adjutant	general,	Meyer	returned	to	Louisiana	and	
became	involved	in	cotton	cultivation	and	banking.	He	served	in	the	Louisiana	National	Guard	and	
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was	appointed	brigadier	general	of	the	First	Brigade	in	1881.	In	1890	he	was	elected	as	a	Democratic	
Congressman	representing	the	state	of	Louisiana’s	1st	Congressional	District,	where	he	served	until	his	
death	(1891-1908).	As	one	historian	notes,	despite	his	Jewish	ancestry,	“white	supremacy	was	a	
prerequisite”	for	Meyer’s	political	success	as	a	Democrat	during	this	period.	According	to	his	obituary	
in	the	Daily	Picayune,	one	of	his	greatest	services	in	that	role	was	as	“an	arbitrator	of	labor	troubles,”	
particularly	around	agricultural	interests.	Evidence	of	his	support	of	labor	suppression	is	clear	during	
his	leadership	of	the	Louisiana	National	Guard,	which	violently	stamped	out	all	labor	activism	in	the	
state’s	sugar	districts	in	the	late	1880s	and	was	instrumental	in	the	events	leading	up	to	the	massacre	
of	at	least	sixty	striking	sugar	workers	in	1887.	Meyer	also	supported	the	Confederated	Southern	
Memorial	Association	in	their	endeavor	to	return	Jefferson	Davis’	name	to	the	Union	Arch	in	
Washington,	DC.	According	to	Southern	Historical	Society	records,	Congressman	Meyer	was	both	part	
of	the	special	committee	and	a	staunch	supporter	of	the	project.	
		
The	elementary	school	in	Algiers	named	after	Meyer	in	1917	was	re-established	as	the	Harriet	
Tubman	charter	school	in	the	1990s.	
 
Potential Names 
 
 
Rudy Lombard  

Rudolph (Rudy) Lombard’s commitment to racial equality was nothing short of relentless. 
Neither “tear gas, night sticks, hoses and horses will halt our drive for civil rights,” he declared 
one Labor Day in 1963, “it will only give it more impetus.” Lombard’s thirst for advocacy was 
insatiable from childhood. In a 1988 interview with historian Kim Lacy Rogers, Lombard recalled 
throwing a ball into a segregated park to protest the ubiquity of rigid racial divisions in the 
playground.  

While studying at Xavier University, Lombard worked part-time as a dockworker, later 
expressing interest in commencing a career as a labor organizer for the Black Longshoreman’s 
Union. But as news about the 1960 Woolworth's lunch counter sit-in in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, spread across the country, other students began to follow suit. Through his active 
participation in a series of economic boycotts organized by the Consumers League of Greater 
New Orleans, Lombard sharpened his knowledge of advocacy and applied the same organizing 
practices to his local student movements at Xavier. His interest in student-led activism quickly 
eclipsed his dreams of becoming a union leader. 

In 1960, Lombard was contacted by civil rights strategist Marvin Robinson who advised him that 
a Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) member, James T. McCain, intended to establish a 
branch in New Orleans. By September of the same year, the then Vice-President Lombard had 
planned two sit-ins in protest of the rigid color lines demarcated by Jim Crow laws across the 
segregated South. But it was the second protest, held at McCrory’s five-and-dime store, that 
earned both Lombard and the New Orleans CORE branch national recognition. 
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On September 17, 1960, Lombard entered the Canal Street premises alongside Lanny 
Goldfinch, Cecil Carter Jr. and Oretha Castle Haley. The integrated group (later known as the 
“CORE Four”) sat together at a “whites-only” counter and refused to leave until they were 
forcibly removed by police. Each member was arrested and charged with “criminal mischief,” but 
while the other three were quickly released on bail - Lombard refused. In the days following, 
CORE distributed over 30,000 leaflets across New Orleans filled with messages of defiance 
from a jailed Lombard, who called for citizens to hold a boycott of the Woolworths and 
McCrory’s Canal Street stores. The “CORE Four” eventually appealed their convictions in the 
landmark Lombard V. Louisiana taken to the U.S. Supreme Court, with their charges overturned 
in November of 1962. The watershed case (bearing Lombard’s name) set a decade-defining 
legal precedent in the fight against segregation in Louisiana. Lombard, the Freedom Rider and 
CORE co-founder, only amplified his fight against racial injustice. 

In the 1970s, Lombard’s advocacy took a drastically different form with the release of his 
cookbook Creole Feast: Fifteen Master Chefs of New Orleans Reveal Their Secrets. The book, 
co-authored by chef Nathaniel Burton and edited by novelist Toni Morrison, celebrated African 
American chefs and their contribution to the city’s world-renowned Creole cuisine. To Lombard, 
Creole Feast sought to fill in for the absence of Black chefs in the narrative of New Orleans as a 
burgeoning culinary destination. “The paucity of positive images is still with us,” Lombard wrote 
in his introduction, “but every now and then one comes across newspaper articles about a Black 
chef or cook.” Creole Feast was the first of its kind to give these experts a platform on the 
broader culinary frontier. 

Even after his prostate cancer diagnosis in 2003, Lombard seized the opportunity to educate at-
risk men on the importance of regular prostate screenings to aid in the early detection and 
prevention of the illness. As he wrote in a 2013 op-ed for the Chicago Sun-Times, “I see this as 
an extension of [my] lifetime of advocating for change.” He died in 2014.  

Learn More 
 
Sit-In at McCrory's - September 17, 1960 in New Orleans Historical 
 
Rudy Lombard, New Orleans civil rights activist and author, dies at 75, Times Picayune 
 
Rudy Lombard's Feast of Freedom in Oxford American 
 
    
James E. Porter  

James E. Porter was born in Mississippi in 1856, but grew up in New Orleans. He briefly 
attended university before leaving to become a messenger for the House of Representatives in 
1874, and then became a clerk for the Post Office. Over his career, Porter was involved in many 
different unions and groups for progress, often in senior leadership positions, and in 1903 it was 
written in the Daily Picayune that “he probably holds more offices in different associations and 
societies than any other colored man in New Orleans.”  
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Porter’s involvement in unionism began with his appointment as secretary of the 
Longshoremen’s Protective Union Benevolent Association, the local union for Black 
Longshoremen. Unions were an important part of Black life in Reconstruction Era Louisiana and 
the longshoremen’s union was involved in educational, religious and political matters. Despite 
some challenges and tensions in the 1890s, dock unionism fostered a feeling of solidarity and 
cooperation, which continued into the 20th century. 

In the mid 1880s, Porter served as secretary on the Cotton Men’s Executive Council. After a 
series of conflicts and factional contests, this biracial organization adapted to ensure that 
waterfront workers stood in solidarity of purpose. Porter survived as secretary throughout this 
period, but the Council eventually dissolved in 1894 in the face of heightened racial tensions. 

The November 1892 General Strike has been lauded as the high watermark of interracial 
unionism. In October, the White Scalesmen and Packers unions and the Black Teamsters 
joined together to form the Triple Alliance. They went on strike for a shorter workday, overtime 
pay and a union shop. The Board of Trade, representing the employer class, refused to 
negotiate with this Alliance, because of the participation of a Black union, and launched a strike-
break and a media attack. 

The Workingmen’s Amalgamated Council took over leadership of the strike. They appointed a 
Committee of Five leaders, including James E Porter, to negotiate for the Alliance with the 
Board of Trade. When the negotiations failed, the Committee called for a general strike on 
November 8, 1892. This was devastating to the New Orleans economy, and despite the threat 
of martial law, the Committee was able to secure a shorter workday and a wage increase from 
the Board, although the union shop was not conceded. The achievements of Porter, and the 
Committee, had an impact on working conditions for all New Orleans’ labourers but also 
represented a symbolic victory for a united labour movement, which advocated for the rights for 
workers of all races. 

The International Longshoremen’s Association was an AFL-associated union that 
enthusiastically included Black workers. At the 1901 convention, Porter was elected their ninth 
national Vice President and won re-election in 1903. In the same year, Black and white 
screwmen struggled against a change in their workload, and the President of the 
Longshoremen’s Association (Keefe) nominated Porter to represent him as an arbitrator. The 
employers aggressively refused, and the media would not accept him in a position of such 
authority. Ultimately, Porter’s name was withdrawn. 

Porter was also secretary of the Dock and Cotton Council, formed in 1901 to unite the 
waterfront unions, with a strict 50:50 quota of white and Black representatives. They were 
influential in multiple negotiations and conferences and organized the General Levee Strike of 
1907, evoking the solidarity of the interracial labor movement of fifteen years before. Porter 
continued to work to better and unite workers until his death.  

Learn More 
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Waterfront Workers of New Orleans: Race, Class, and Politics, 1863-1923 by Eric Arnesen 
 
New Orleans Dockworkers: Race, Labor, and Unionism, 1892-1923 by Daniel Rosenberg 
 
 
 
"Kid" Thomas Valentine 

‘Kid’ Thomas, born Thomas Valentine, was a key figure in the New Orleans Jazz Revival whose 
career spanned across almost eight decades. He was one of the most internationally 
recognized New Orleans Jazz performers, and his band is credited as a vital force in the 
creation of Preservation Hall. 

“Kid” Thomas Valentine was born February 3, 1896, in Reserve Louisiana. His father performed 
within the Pickwick Brass Band and served as instrument keeper for the band. Through this 
proximity to music and performance, “Kid” Thomas learned numerous instruments and played 
for his father’s band by age of 14. 

By age 20, Valentine began performing the cornet alongside the Hall Brothers. Valentine 
relocated to New Orleans in 1923, settling in Algiers. Valentine swiftly cultivated his signature 
roughhouse style, exuberant and loud. By 1926, “Kid” Thomas was performing the lead in his 
own band known commonly as both the Kid Thomas Band or the Algiers Stompers. Valentine 
and his band played regularly at venues such as Speck’s Moulin Rouge (Marrero) and 
Fireman’s Hall (Westwego), his style becoming increasingly popular among dancers across 
New Orleans. 

A key factor underpinning Valentine’s lasting legacy is his role in the formation of Preservation 
Hall. As the leader of the Algiers Stompers, Valentine engaged in night rehearsals at an old art 
gallery in the French Quarter throughout the 1950s. These sessions involved numerous other 
traditional New Orleans Jazz performers and soon attracted large crowds. Such performances 
are deemed to have laid the groundwork for the formation of Preservation Hall in 1961. The 
Algiers Stompers were a central act at Preservation Hall for the three decades following its 
formation.  

Valentine gained greater national and international attention in the 1950s when he began to 
record and tour internationally. In the 1960s, Valentine recorded in England, and as a member 
of the George Lewis Band in 1965, he performed in Japan. He held numerous European tours 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s, and was one of the last American musicians to perform in 
Moscow before the severing of cultural ties in the early 1980s. These tours are credited with 
promoting and popularising New Orleans Jazz internationally. 

Thomas Valentine continued performing up into the year before his passing, effectively 
becoming one of the oldest active Jazz performers in New Orleans. Valentine continued to play 
union-scale jobs with local up and coming jazz musicians, and at the age of 80 his performance 
was lauded for its “zest and talent.” He remained exuberant and loud. Valentine’s last 
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performance was at the age of 90 in September 1986, where he performed as the second 
trumpet at Preservation Hall. 

Learn More  

Thomas Valentine - Know Louisiana in 64 Parishes 

Kid Thomas Valentine Band Interview Music Rising Tulane   

Kid Thomas Valentine and his Creole Jazz Band    

 
 
 
Current Name: Semmes Street 
 
Semmes Street is named after either or both Raphael and Thomas Semmes. 
 
Raphael Semmes (1809 - 1877) was a native of Maryland who had more than 30 years of 
service in the United States Navy when the Civil War began. After serving in the Mexican-
American War, he moved to Mobile, Alabama, and worked as a lawyer while still a Navy officer. 
Semmes was assigned to lighthouse duties until 1861 when Alabama seceded and he resigned 
his commission to join the insurrection. As captain of the CSS Sumter and later the CSS 
Alabama, Semmes oversaw Confederate-sanctioned piracy, raiding cargo ships that carried 
goods for the United States. In February 1865, he took charge of the Naval defenses of 
Richmond, Va., an assignment that ended with him burning the fleet as Confederate forces 
withdrew and the city fell. 
  
After the Civil War, Semmes worked as a lawyer, a speaker, editor of a newspaper (The 
Memphis Bulletin), and a philosophy professor at Louisiana State Seminary, a precursor of 
Louisiana State University. He died in 1877. In New Orleans, Semmes converted a steamboat 
into the cruiser CSS Sumter and ran her through the federal blockade in June 1861. Outside of 
this incident, Semmes has no real connection with the city. 
 
In 2017, LSU renamed the campus street bearing his name. 
 
Thomas Jenkins Semmes (1824 – 1899) practiced law in New Orleans and served in the 
Confederate States Senate during the Civil War. Before the war, Semmes was a member of the 
Louisiana House of Representatives and the state's attorney general. In 1861, Semmes was a 
delegate to the Louisiana secession convention and voted in favor of leaving the United States. 
A strong supporter of secession, Semmes is credited with creating the motto for the 
Confederacy, "Deo Vindice," meaning with God as our defender/ protector.  
  
After the war, Semmes was a law professor at Tulane University. He served as a delegate to 
the Louisiana state constitutional convention of 1879 that allowed for school segregation and 
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began the process of this state’s ongoing attempts to circumvent the 14th and 15th 
Amendments.  
 
Potential Names 
 
Edwin Williams  
 
On a warm April day in 1943, Edwin C. Williams was on his way to the Beautiful Zion Baptist 
Church in Algiers when he was approached by two white sailors who were stationed at the 
nearby naval base. The sailors began to shout racial epithets and threaten him and Williams, 
fearing for his life, shouted back in hopes the men would leave him alone. Instead, 19 year old 
Second Class Seaman Walter Sherwood and his companion were emboldened; they attacked 
Williams with a broken beer bottle, beating him so badly that his face was unrecognizable and 
inflicting fatal stab wounds. 
  
Details of what occurred that night were fuzzy. Some reports indicated that Williams was 
actually leaving the church with his wife Lillian and their son who witnessed the attack; others 
maintained that he was alone. Some witnesses said they could hear Sherwood shout “You don’t 
like it?” followed by racial epithets while he beat Williams. Sherwood was put on trial for 
manslaughter. The defense claimed that it was Williams who had started the fight unprovoked, 
and that it was his own knife that the sailors wrestled away from him and used to stab him to 
save their own lives, conflicting with reports that they had used a broken beer bottle. A quick 
verdict was returned, and Sherwood was acquitted. The other unnamed attacker was reportedly 
not charged and no one ever served prison time for the murder. 
  
The lynching of Edwin Williams closely resembled similar acts of domestic terrorism that largely 
took place across the country during and immediately after World War II. While the United 
States fought the world’s most infamous racist, acts of racial violence on the home front were all 
too commonplace. In particular, there was growing resentment from white home front workers 
who felt like they were losing job opportunities to Black workers, resulting in walkouts, individual 
acts of violence, and in some cases full-blown riots. Williams’ murder took place on the eve of a 
long summer of unrest; over several months, racially-motivated riots broke out in Mobile, 
Beaumont, Detroit, and Harlem, and Black people were disproportionately the victims. The 
home front had become a battlefield. 
  
While organized terror groups like the Ku Klux Klan were largely quiet during the war, much of 
the white supremacist-driven violence came to a head in the months following the end of the 
war, and the Klan saw a small but powerful resurgence in its membership, beginning a 
campaign of terror across the south that would last for two decades. Black veterans who 
returned home were the victims of racist attacks, in some instances not even making it home 
from the Greyhound station. Isaac Woodard was beaten and left blind by law enforcement in 
South Carolina. James Stephenson was also attacked by law enforcement in Tennessee. 
George W. Dorsey and Roger Malcom and their wives were lynched in Georgia, and the 
murderers were never found. The spate of highly publicized violence spurred President Harry S. 
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Truman to finally act, and he created the President’s Committee on Civil Rights. Still, most 
perpetrators were never punished for their heinous crimes. 
 
Learn more 
 
Adler, J. (2012). Cognitive Bias: Interracial Homicide in New Orleans, 1921-1945. The Journal 
of Interdisciplinary History,43(1), 43-61.  
 
Equal Justice Initiative report Lynching in America: Targeting Black Veterans 
 
We Charge Genocide - The 1951 Black Lives Matter Campaign 
 
 
Veronica Hill  

 
Veronica Brown Hill was one of the founding members of AFT Local 527, the African-American 
teachers union chartered in 1937 to challenge unequal pay between white and Black teachers in 
New Orleans. Growing up, she attended Thomy Lafon and Xavier Prep (now St. Katharine 
Drexel Prep). After high school, she earned degrees from New Orleans University (now Dillard 
University), Tuskegee Institute, Atlanta University, and the University of Wisconsin. She taught 
at several elementary schools in her career, including Valena C. Jones and Samuel J. Green.  
 
Black teachers had always been paid less than their white counterparts. Early in the Great 
Depression, the Orleans Parish School Board cut the salaries of all teachers, which was 
particularly hard for Black teachers, who already earned less. In 1937, the school board voted to 
restore the salaries of white teachers to pre-Depression levels, but not the Black teachers. Black 
teachers, including Veronica Hill, organized and forced the school board to restore all teachers’ 
pay to its pre-Depression levels. They used that momentum to form AFT Local 527 and fight for 
what they really wanted: equal pay. Working with local NAACP lawyer A.P. Tureaud, they 
ultimately won equal pay in 1942. 
 
John McDonogh was a wealthy enslaver from Baltimore with a plantation on the West Bank of 
New Orleans in the mid-nineteenth century. When he died, he left a considerable fund to the 
school board in New Orleans to build schools, which it did. Eventually, a statue of him was 
erected in Lafayette Square and May 7 was declared “McDonogh Day” in his honor. On that 
day, students from all over the city would be bused to Lafayette Park, where white and Black 
students had segregated ceremonies to honor McDonogh, with Black students waiting in the 
sun for white children to lay their flowers at the statue’s feet. Many Black activists, including Hill,  
Revis Ortique Jr., and Arthur Chapital organized students and teachers to boycott the ceremony 
in 1954, just ten days before the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education.  
 
Hill was elected president of the local in 1945 and served in that role until her retirement in 
1969. She also served as a vice president of the AFT on its national executive council for 18 
non-consecutive years, starting in 1948. She was instrumental in AFT’s 1957 policy to 
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desegregate its Southern locals. Until that time, there were whites-only locals and locals that 
accepted anyone, which in effect meant they were all people of color. AFT declared in 1957 that 
none of its locals would be allowed to restrict membership based on race and keep their 
charters. Most white locals returned their charters rather than integrate, and the AFT lost 
approximately 7,000 members in the process (about 14%), a significant sacrifice for a labor 
union. 
 
In the early 1960s, teachers unions won the right to negotiate collective bargaining agreements. 
AFT and NEA locals all over the country began to organize to exercise this right. New Orleans 
was no exception. One of the problems that plagued Southern locals struggling for a contract 
was the fact that they were segregated. Although there was only one AFT local at this time, 
which was historically and predominantly Black but open to membership from all races, there 
were also other white locals, the largest of which was an NEA local, the Orleans Educators 
Association. In 1966, after the school board repeatedly refused to negotiate with teachers, AFT 
Local 527, under Hill’s leadership, voted to strike. Because white teachers refused to join in the 
strike, it ultimately failed, but it broke important ground as one of the first teachers’ strikes in the 
South. 
 
Hill’s leadership, both nationally and locally, paved the way for the formation of the United 
Teachers of New Orleans in 1972, in which the white local of the National Education Association 
merged into AFT Local 527, with the president of the AFT local, Nat La Cour, becoming the first 
president of UTNO, and the president of the NEA local, Cheryl Epling, becoming the first 
executive vice president of UTNO. This was the first time a white local had joined a Black local, 
and one of the only times it ever happened. UTNO would continue the work started under Hill’s 
leadership and eventually become the first teachers’ union in the Deep South to win collective 
bargaining, in 1974. Hill died in 1999 at the age of 95. 
 
Learn More 
 
History of AFT Local 527 | United Teachers of New Orleans 
 
Black Workers Organize, Stand With Dignity’s timeline of New Orleans’ Black Labor history 
 
 
 
Lizzie Douglas "Memphis Minnie"  
 

In her song “Nothing in Ramblin,” Lizze Douglas proudly announces in the opening lines that 
she was born in Louisiana and raised in Algiers. It is commonly accepted by historians that 
Douglas’ family lived in Algiers, some even noting the town’s musical culture as an early 
influence, and then moved to Walls, Mississippi, when she was around 10 years old.  

Douglas was the eldest of thirteen children and her parents were relatively poor sharecroppers. 
She played on street corners, worked at local parties and continually ran away from home to 
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head to Beale Street in Memphis to pursue success. In 1910, she ran away permanently to work 
in Memphis and become “Kid Douglas.” She then joined the Ringling Brothers Circus and toured 
the South, gaining extensive live performance experience. In the 1920s, Douglas returned to 
Beale St, with her first husband Casey Weldon, and began finessing her music and her stage 
persona in the vibrant music scene.  

In 1929, a Columbia records scout heard Douglas and her second husband Joe McCoy perform 
at a barber shop and invited them to record together. As a marketing ploy, McCoy was referred 
to as “Kansas Joe”, and “Memphis Minnie” was born. They performed and recorded music 
together for the next five years, including “Bumble Bee Blues” and “Soo Cow Soo.” 

In 1930, as the pair’s success was building, they relocated to Chicago. Douglas’ status and 
reputation was confirmed in the new city when she won a picking contest against Big Bill 
Broonzy. She began organizing Blue Monday parties, performing at clubs, and leading a 
vaudeville troupe. Douglas became the unopposed “Queen of the Chicago Blues” and helped 
establish the city as the new location of the blues. During this period, from the late 1930s into 
the 1940s, there was a significant difference between the music Douglas recorded and that 
which she performed for live audiences. She started playing live with electrically amplified 
guitars and more experimental music styles, which can be seen in the written accounts and 
reports of her performances.  

Douglas and her final husband, guitarist Ernest “Little Son Joe” Lawlers, continued to make 
music together and recorded into the 1950s. At this time, she also mentored and encouraged 
younger artists. However, she suffered a stroke in 1960, and moved back to Memphis to be 
cared for by her sister. In this period, as her health declined, she lived in increasing levels of 
poverty and no headstone could be afforded for her grave when she died in 1973. One was 
installed in 1996 due to Skip Henderson’s Mount Zion Memorial Fund, designed to honor blues 
musicians, and thanks to the donations of John Fogerty and Bonnie Raitt. 

Over her lifetime, Douglas recorded and released more than 150 songs. Her female perspective 
and narrative storytelling, powerful voice, and fingerstyle guitar-playing combined to subvert the 
traditional image of the “Blues Diva.” 

Learn More 

Memphis Minnie in the Memphis Music Hall of Fame 

Memphis Minnie in 64 Parishes 

 
 
 
Current Name: Raphael Semmes Street 
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Raphael Semmes (1809 - 1877) was a native of Maryland who had more than 30 years of 
service in the United States Navy when the Civil War began. After serving in the Mexican-
American War, he moved to Mobile, Alabama, and worked as a lawyer while still a Navy officer. 
Semmes was assigned to lighthouse duties until 1861 when Alabama seceded and he resigned 
his commission to join the insurrection. As captain of the CSS Sumter and later the CSS 
Alabama, Semmes oversaw Confederate-sanctioned piracy, raiding cargo ships that carried 
goods for the United States. In February 1865, he took charge of the Naval defenses of 
Richmond, Va., an assignment that ended with him burning the fleet as Confederate forces 
withdrew and the city fell. 
  
After the Civil War, Semmes worked as a lawyer, a speaker, editor of a newspaper (The 
Memphis Bulletin), and a philosophy professor at Louisiana State Seminary, a precursor of 
Louisiana State University. He died in 1877. In New Orleans, Semmes converted a steamboat 
into the cruiser CSS Sumter and ran her through the federal blockade in June 1861. Outside of 
this incident, Semmes has no real connection with the city. 
 
In 2017, LSU renamed the campus street bearing his name 
 
Potential Names 
 
Harold Gene DeVore  
 
Harold Gene Devore was born July 12, 1932, in Algiers, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Devore 
and had nine siblings, including sisters Myrtle and Rita Mae, and brother, Lloyd. Devore grew up 
in a religious household and was an active member of All Saints Catholic Church and the First 
Free Mission Baptist Church. He graduated from L.B. Landry High School, the first high school 
in Algiers to enroll Black students. Devore achieved the rank of Private First Class in the United 
States Air Force before his untimely death on July 8, 1951, at the age of just 18 years old, on 
Lackland Air Force base in San Antonio, Texas. 

Lackland had suspended recruitment in January of that year, as a base designed for 25,000 
trainees was stretched to accommodate 55,000 who responded to an open call prompted by 
escalation in Korea. Training was suspended as instructors and support staff worked to provide 
for basic needs in what had become a tent city which consumed parade grounds and all open 
spaces. 

As Harold Devore passed away so young, he was unable to achieve his full potential. 
Posthumously, his legacy helped re-shape the story of segregation throughout New Orleans. In 
1953, two years after his death, the New Orleans Recreation Department (NORD) announced 
they were establishing a new Negro playground in Algiers, to be named after Harold Devore. 
The playground was set to include a fully functioning play equipment, which included swings, 
slides, merry-go-rounds, see-saws and other materials as well as a fully functioning athletic and 
sports field with floodlights and potentially a shelter house with dressing rooms. The segregated 
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Harold Devore Playground was the first of its kind within the area of Algiers, and at the time, the 
23rd park accessible for Blacks, though the 120th playground established in New Orleans.  

The playground was affected by controversy as it was established only after the whites-only 
playground, McDonogh, began to be used by the local Black community. The Devore 
playground established a segregated solution to this supposed issue for the New Orleans 
Recreation Department, as it was considered that the “integration of races on New Orleans 
Recreation Department playgrounds would ‘destroy’ NORD’s program.” After questioning the 
city over sustaining segregation in its parks, the Devore playground became the example and 
argument often used and cited to support the desegregation of parks and recreational centres 
throughout New Orleans.  

A.P. Tureaud argued, during a meeting discussing the functionality of the Devore playground, 
that the idea of ‘separate but equal facilities’ sustained by the United States Supreme Court is 
now “dead.” However, the NORD director at the time, Lautenschlaeger, deemed that “this is not 
the time for integration. It might come, but not now…” The Harold Devore playground was 
centred around a much larger debate about the New Orleans City Council, and more 
specifically, the NORD’s office’s ability and willingness to desegregate the city and its facilities. 
However, after integration the Harold Devore playground was demolished as it was not 
considered a well-kept playground. 

While Harold Gene Devore did not live a long life and was unable to fully achieve his potential in 
life, he is deserving of having a street named after him. The proposed street name to be 
removed, Raphael Semmes, was named after an officer of the Confederate Navy who was 
arrested for treason due to his controversial military service. Semmes is probably most well-
known for his adamant belief and crusade of the South’s Lost Cause and is credited to have 
popularised the phrase ‘war between the states’. By renaming Raphael Semmes Street after 
Harold Gene Devore, New Orleans is removing the glorification of a treasonous man and 
creating a lasting dedication to the life of a young Black man who died before his time.  

Learn More 

NORD Scrapbook Photographs, photographs from the early years of NORDs segregated 
programs and parks, New Orleans Public Library 

Origins Lackland Air Force Base dates from June 26, 1942, when the War Department 
separated the part of Kelly Field lying west 

 
Ramón Pagés  
 
Ramon Villaverde Pagés was a Cuban born cigar maker, workers’ rights activist and union 
leader during the late 19th and early 20th centuries in New Orleans. Pages was born on October 
16, 1858, in Cuba.  He became involved with the Cuban Independence movement and was 
present during The Ten-Year War (1868-1878) between Cuban nationals fighting for 
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independence from the Spanish colonial rule. Following the conclusion of the conflict, Pagés left 
Cuba for New Orleans as part of the mass emigration due to a reduction in job opportunities and 
an economic depression resulting from the war.  
 

In New Orleans, Ramon Pagés was hired by the S. Hernsheim, Bros. and Co.’s factory to work 
as a cigar manufacturer. There, Pages worked among a diverse workforce of other Cubans, 
white workers, and African Americans. While working in the factory, Pagés became a member 
in the International Cigarmakers’ Union, vice president of the local union for the Hernsheim 
factory workers, and head of the Spanish Cigar Workers’ Union. Local cigar unions in New 
Orleans were some of the first industrial unions to cohesively represent an integrated workforce. 
 
Pagés’ involvement in the Union primarily focused on enforcing the rights of the individual in a 
public space and within a workplace. Pagés participated in a strike in March 1893 where 223 
cigar makers stopped working due to workplace harassment and mistreatment by the factory’s 
superintendent. Union tensions increased again in September 1894, when a number of workers 
reported further harassment by superintendents where workers were issued unjustified official 
notices for poor work. In a union meeting on the topic, Pagés made a statement to the 
managing body that the notification card system must be removed as they were being misused.  
 
Pagés remained an active union member. In March 1902, the Cigarmakers’ Union opposed the 
Hernsheim Factory’s recent practice of hiring young girls for labor in the factory. The Union 
struck, insisting that this was in disobedience of child labor laws. The American Cigar Company, 
who had bought the Hernsheim factory in the preceding years, threatened workers jobs and 
cancelled their plans to continue the development of a second cigar factory in New Orleans. 
They decided to lay off their workers and threatened to never open their New Orleans cigar 
factory branch again. The Union’s response to this escalation noted that their intentions in this 
fight were not of the security of their own jobs as they accepted they could find work elsewhere, 
but rather that consumers were promised “hand rolled cigars” but were instead receiving cigars 
which were “made by girls and are machine products”. In December 1902, the manager of the 
Hernsheim factory was found guilty of breaching the child labor laws and the factory’s cigar 
department was subsequently closed. 
 

With the closing of the factory, the Union helped workers relocate to jobs in other factories. 
Pagés and his wife left New Orleans for Ybor, Tampa, Florida, where Pagés began work. His 
involvement in the cigarmaker unions continued until his death in 1930 at age 71. 

 
Learn More 
 
Gerald E. Poyo, The Cuban Experience in the United States, 1865–1940: Migration, 
Community, and Identity, (Cuban Studies 21, 1991): 24-25. 

 
Rebecca J. Scott, The Atlantic World and the Road to Plessy v. Ferguson, Journal of American 
History, 94 (Dec. 2007), 726–33. 
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Dolly Adams  

Born in 1904, Dolly Adams was immersed in the New Orleans jazz scene from a young age 
because of her mother, father, and uncle. She became an influential female musician at a 
crucially transitional point in the cultural development of the jazz scene that did not fully accept 
women as performers or professional musicians. 

Dolly Adams learned piano at the age of seven. Adams' father was a trumpet player in the 
Eureka and Excelsior Brass bands, and her mother played violin, piano and trumpet. Her uncle, 
Manuel Manetta, was a famous musician and later professor at Tulane University. 

By age thirteen, Adams' joined Manetta’s band, which had a revolving door of members 
including Louis Armstrong and Kid Ory. Adams attributed her exceptional involvement as a 
young woman in the male-dominated Creole and Jazz scenes of the pre-1920s to her family 
connections and their willingness to include the young and talented musician despite her 
gender. Manetta switched to clarinet to allow his niece to play piano, one of the few instruments 
women were allowed to play publicly. 

By fifteen she was a member of Peter Bocage's band the Creole Serenaders. Around this time, 
Adams formed The Dolly Adams Band, which frequently played at the Othello Theatre on South 
Rampart St, a vaudeville and picture theatre. Adams also played the piano at the Othello 
Theatre for silent films. Such a multitude of involvement was not uncommon with the dynamic 
jazz and Creole music scene. 

In 1922 she married Placide Adams, a contractor, and began to build her own family. As a result 
of this Adams had a 15-year sabbatical from her musical career while she raised her children. 
Adams returned to her musical career in 1937 in a bid to earn more money for her family, 
despite her husband's dislike of her musical activities. 

Adams played with her brother Lawrence but eventually formed a trio with her sons Justin and 
Gerald, later becoming a quartet when her son Placide Jr. came home from the army after the 
Second World War. They frequently played at West Bank clubs including the Varsity, Gay 
Paree, and Moonlight Inn. 

By the 1960s, Adams often played at the Preservation and Dixieland Halls. In 1961, while 
playing at Preservation Hall, bass player Papa John Joseph died whilst they were performing, 
her trauma from the event slowing down her public performances. In 1966 a stroke would put a 
permanent end to Adams' regular public performances. However, she played in public a few 
more times including at the Creole Spring Fiesta Association Ball in 1968. 

The New Orleans Jazz Club presented her family with a certificate commemorating “the role she 
played in the history of Jazz in New Orleans” at the time of her death in 1979. The famous Jazz 
magazine Second Line published a cover feature in their publication for her in 1980. Her 
continued influence contributed to the richness of the New Orleans musical community and 
beyond. 



 

152 

Learn More  

Dolly Adams - Know Louisiana in 64 Parishes 

Dolly Adams's Biography  

Dolly Adams Interview 1962 in Music Rising Tulane University      

 
 
Current Name: Behrman Place 
 
Martin Behrman (1864-1926) was the longest serving mayor in New Orleans history, holding 
that office from 1904 to 1920 and then again from 1925 until his death in 1926. He was born in 
New York City but his family moved to New Orleans when he was one years old.  His work on 
behalf of the gubernatorial campaign of Francis T. Nicholls led to his formal entrance into 
politics and appointment to a Deputy Assessor position in Orleans Parish in 1888.  A steady 
climb in local machine politics led to his appointment as a delegate to the state’s 1898 
Constitutional Convention.  As Thomas J. Semmes, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Convention said of the Convention’s purpose, “we [meet] here to establish the supremacy of the 
white race.”  Delegate Thomas J. Kernan made clear their antidemocratic goals, writing that 
they met to “take away the ballot from almost, if not quite, a majority of the voters of the state.” 
Succinctly echoing Semmes and Kernan, Convention President Ernest B. Kruttschnitt, noted 
their purpose as “the elimination of the Negro vote.”   
 
As a delegate to the 1898 Convention, Behrman supported this direct, unequivocal and 
unabashed, and for at least the next 67 years, successful attempt at circumventing the 14th and 
15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Behrman would later comment that “the poll tax has 
proved a considerable benefit to us for some time.” 
 
Potential Names 
 
P.B.S. Pinchback  

In 1872, Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback became the first Black American governor. The 
United States would not see another for 117 years.  

P.B.S Pinchback was born on May 10, 1837, to William Pinchback, a wealthy white planter, and 
Eliza Stewart, a freedwoman. The family lived on William’s plantation until he died in 1848. The 
family was barred from receiving any inheritance and relocated to Ohio to ensure they were not 
enslaved. Until the outbreak of the Civil War, Pinchback worked on the Mississippi steamboats. 
During this time it is claimed that he was one of America’s most successful gamblers due to his 
unflinching poker face. During the Civil War, Pinchback was one of few Black Americans to rise 
to the rank of officer but resigned due to ongoing discrimination. His experience brought him into 
politics where he had held a multitude of titles including de facto director of New Orleans 
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schools and the police force, state senator and president pro tempore of the state senate, 
among others. 

In 35 days as governor, Pinchback installed ten pieces of legislation. For four years, Pinchback 
worked under governor Henry Warmoth. Warmoth, a young Union veteran and lawyer, was 
charismatic, bold, and known to take risks. In December 1872 Pinchback was presiding officer 
of the state senate. In charge of swearing in senators, he could make Warmoth’s agenda. When 
approached by Warmoth with a bribe, Pinchback exposed him to the senate. The Pinchback 
installed senators, impeached Warmoth, and Pinchback as lieutenant assumed the role of 
governor. Once again, his gamble was successful. 

An election unseated him, and after his brief role as governor, Pinchback was elected to the 
Senate in 1872, but the organization refused to seat him. At this time the dreams of the 
Reconstruction era were fading. Pinchback and his second wife Nina relocated to Washington, 
where he lived a comfortable life until his death on December 21, 1921, at age 84. His body was 
interred in Metairie Cemetery.  

Learn More  
 
PBS Pinchback in 64 Parishes  
 
P. B. S. Pinchback in Louisiana Secretary of State 
 
Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback in National Governors Association 
   
 
Clarence Henry 
 
By the late 1920s, the powerful interracial labor movement that New Orleans dockworkers built 
from the 1890s to the 1900s had begun to fray around the edges. Threatened and alarmed by 
any exercise of white-black, working-class unity, major employers and their political allies 
continued to escalate the white-supremacist counteroffensive known as Jim Crow. Splits along 
racial lines began to reemerge on the waterfront, and the collective power of black and white 
workers began to falter. While the segregated waterfront unions would vacillate between 
contention and cooperation until integrating in the 1970s, the remarkable cross-racial militancy 
of the “half-and-half” era was winding down. 
 
This was the context that a teenaged Clarence “Chink” Henry entered, as he went to work on 
the waterfront in 1927. Before he died in 1974, he would serve as president of the black 
longshoremen’s union for two decades, help launch the Civil Rights Movement in the South 
alongside the likes of Martin Luther King Jr., and in the process transform the political and 
economic fortunes of black workers in the city. 
 
Henry’s rise in the International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA) was meteoric. Following the 
establishment of white and black locals in New Orleans in 1935, Henry first became a union 
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official in 1948 and was elected president of the black Local 1419 in 1954. A year later, Henry 
became one of the first black officers of an international labor union when he began serving as 
an ILA international vice president. 
 
New Orleans waterfront workers, thanks to their positioning in a key industry, had long 
constituted a significant political force in New Orleans politics. As leader of Local 1419, Henry 
leveraged the union’s position to pioneer the struggle for civil rights. The day before the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) was formally founded in New Orleans in 
1957, Martin Luther King Jr. met with Henry to discuss the economic struggles facing black 
workers and the potential for strengthening connections between the labor and civil rights 
movements. 
 
Henry would go on to serve as an executive board member of the SCLC, and become president 
of the Crescent City Independent Voters League—one of the oldest black political organizations 
in New Orleans. Local 1419’s union hall on Claiborne Avenue—a strikingly modernist work of 
architecture commissioned in the late 1950s and destroyed by Hurricane Katrina—doubled as a 
key organizing space for the local civil rights movement. In true New Orleans fashion, the hall 
also featured prominently as a music venue for the city’s black community. 
 
On the waterfront, Clarence “Chink” Henry was a spiritual successor to turn-of-the-century 
luminaries such as Alonzo Ellis and James Porter, and his remarkable career with the 
longshoremen exists in a long continuum of black union leadership on the waterfront stretching 
back to the post-Civil War era. Like Ellis and Porter before him, Henry naturally connected the 
working-class economic struggle to contemporary political struggles for black freedom and 
equality in a white-supremacist world. He deserves recognition as one of the great labor and 
civil rights leaders in the history of our city. 
 
Learn More  
 
“Clarence ‘Chink’ Henry named to the Louisiana AFL-CIO Hall of Fame” 
 
Black Workers Organize, Stand With Dignity’s timeline of New Orleans’ Black Labor history 
 
 
 
Sidney Bechet  
 
Born in 1897 to a middle-class Creole family in the Seventh Ward of New Orleans, Sidney 
Bechet was one of the first important soloists in jazz. Bechet’s virtuosity on the clarinet, and 
later the soprano saxophone, helped to create a space for individual expression in a music 
rooted in collective improvisation. A prodigy, mostly self taught, learning everything he could by 
closely observing and imitating veteran players in Storyville, Bechet was already working in the 
city’s hottest dance and marching bands by his early teenage years.  

In 1912, Bechet began playing on the road, returning home between trips. Like King Oliver, 
Louis Armstrong, and many other New Orleans musicians of his generation, Bechet joined the 



 

155 

Great Migration north, relocating to Chicago in 1917 where he became part of the jazz vanguard 
on the South Side, a close-knit community of musicians working together first in clubs and then 
in recording sessions to advance the music in new directions. You can hear an example of the 
intensity and technical sophistication of this new movement in jazz on the version of “Cake 
Walking Babies from Home” recorded for OKeh records in 1925, on which Bechet and 
Armstrong battle one another on successive choruses, each pushing the other to dazzling 
heights on one of the indispensable sides from the first decade of recorded jazz.  

Bechet also played an early and essential role in bringing the sound of jazz to the world. In 
1919, Bechet toured Europe for the first time with Will Marion Cook’s Southern Syncopated 
Orchestra, captivating audiences with his rhapsodic, blues-based clarinet solos, inspiring in the 
process an appreciative review generally recognized as the first serious essay on jazz. Bechet 
continued to play in Europe for the rest of his career, including a stint during which he was an 
accompanist to Josephine Baker, before permanently moving to Paris in 1950. In this phase of 
his life, Bechet achieved unprecedented fame in France. He played to sold-out theaters and 
clubs, and he sold more than a million recordings in a matter of years. 

Bechet’s Treat It Gentle (1960) is perhaps the most inventive and lyrical autobiography by a jazz 
musician, providing not only an account of his own experience but also a meditation on the 
meaning of the jazz tradition. “My story goes a long way back,” Bechet explains, “It goes further 
back than I had anything to do with. My music is like that . . .  I got it from something inherited, 
just like the stories my father gave down to me. And those stories are all I know about some of 
the things bringing me to where I am . . . . That's a thing you gotta trust. You gotta mean it, and 
you gotta treat it gentle. The music, it's that road. There's good things alongside it, and there's 
miseries. You stop by the way and you can't ever be sure what you're going to find waiting. But 
the music itself, the road itself—there's no stopping that.” 

Learn (and listen) more 
 
NPR's Jazz Profiles: Sidney Bechet National Public Radio 
 
Sidney Bechet - Know Louisiana 64 Parishes, Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities 
 
Sidney Bechet - New Orleans Jazz National Park Service  
 
 
 
 
Current Name: Behrman Avenue 
 
Martin Behrman (1864-1926) was the longest serving mayor in New Orleans history, holding 
that office from 1904 to 1920 and then again from 1925 until his death in 1926. He was born in 
New York City but his family moved to New Orleans when he was one years old.  His work on 
behalf of the gubernatorial campaign of Francis T. Nicholls led to his formal entrance into 
politics and appointment to a Deputy Assessor position in Orleans Parish in 1888.  A steady 
climb in local machine politics led to his appointment as a delegate to the state’s 1898 
Constitutional Convention.  As Thomas J. Semmes, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Convention said of the Convention’s purpose, “we [meet] here to establish the supremacy of the 
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white race.”  Delegate Thomas J. Kernan made clear their antidemocratic goals, writing that 
they met to “take away the ballot from almost, if not quite, a majority of the voters of the state.” 
Succinctly echoing Semmes and Kernan, Convention President Ernest B. Kruttschnitt, noted 
their purpose as “the elimination of the Negro vote.”   
 
As a delegate to the 1898 Convention, Behrman supported this direct, unequivocal and 
unabashed, and for at least the next 67 years, successful attempt at circumventing the 14th and 
15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Behrman, would later comment, that “the poll tax has 
proved a considerable benefit to us for some time.” 
 
Potential Names 
 
Rodolphe Desdunes  
 
Rodolphe Lucien Desdunes (1849-1928) was a civil rights activist, poet, historian, journalist, and 
customs officer in New Orleans.  

Born in 1849 to a family of French-speaking free people of color, he was well-educated in his 
youth and later took a degree from Straight University in 1882. During Reconstruction he served 
in the state militia as it defended democratic governance from post-Civil War threats of 
insurrection. In 1874 he was injured as a member of the Metropolitan Police fending off the coup 
attempt at Liberty Place. After the defeat of Reconstruction he became an officer in the Young 
Men’s Progressive Association which actively worked to increase Black political participation 
and combat lynching.   

Throughout his career he wrote for several Louisiana newspapers, the most important of which 
was the French-language L’Union Louisianais, a black newspaper in New Orleans. To support 
himself and his civil rights efforts he regularly was employed as customs officer, serving in that 
role for over thirty years between 1970 and 1912. 

Desdunes was a co-founder of the Comitée des Citoyens, which was formed to raise money 
and enlist support to fight Louisiana’s Separate Car Act, passed in 1890, which required racially 
segregated seating on rail cars. The committee, composed of black Creole businessmen, 
included Rodolphe, his brother Aristide and his son Daniel, Homer Plessy, and former Lt. Gov. 
P. B. S. Pinchback, among other leading Creoles. It met at the offices of L’Union Louisianais 
and used the newspaper’s pages to denounce the Separate Car Act. The committee appealed 
the test case of Plessy v. Ferguson to the Supreme Court, which ruled against Plessy in 1896, 
thereby establishing the legality of “separate but equal” for decades to come. Having lost that 
fight, the committee disbanded. 

Desdunes wrote an important French-language history of Creoles in America called Nos 
Hommes et Notre Histoire, or Our People and Our History, the first such book written in French 
by a member of the Louisiana Creoles of Color. He was also a noted romantic poet, writing 
verse in both English and French up until his death, despite being blinded in 1908 while 
engaged in his duties for the U.S. Customs Office. 

Though he died in Omaha, Nebraska (where he moved to live with his son), his remains were 
sent back to New Orleans and he is buried in St. Louis Cemetery No. 2. 



 

157 

Learn More 
 
Rodolphe Desdunes,  Our People and Our History: Fifty Creole Portraits. Tr. And ed. Sister 
Dorothea Olga McCants. Louisiana State University Press. 

Rudolph Desdunes, in Blackpast 

James Karst, Our Times: Homer Plessy Wasn’t the First to Challenge Segregation, NOLA.com 

 
W.W. Kerr  

According to a number of his superiors, New Orleans postal worker William Welford (W.W.) Kerr 
was persistently “bold and defiant.” In 1935, Kerr boarded a streetcar to commence his daily 
mail route but refused to sit in his assigned seat at the back of the vehicle in protest of the city’s 
strict segregation laws. Capitalizing on his light-skinned appearance, Kerr instead took 
residence in the “white-only” section of the cabin. Upon hearing the news, his foreman served 
Kerr with a written warning for his apparent “determin[ation] not to obey the law.” Kerr was 
determined, and for the next two years his protests continued. 

By 1937, Kerr’s superintendent, Ralph Handlin, had grown tired of his unyielding acts of 
disobedience. Handlin continually badgered and assaulted Kerr, to which Kerr responded: “As 
an individual I am entitled to the protection of the Fourteenth Amendment. As a Federal 
employee, I represent a function of government that cannot be circumscribed by the limitations 
of race, creed or color.” Following the dispute, Kerr filed an official complaint against his 
superior “for having insulted and humiliated him,” and, in doing so, extended his message 
across the entire New Orleans Postal Service.  

In the early twentieth century, it was commonplace for unions to restrict eligibility on the basis of 
race, with many white-led organizations outright refusing memberships to African American 
applicants. But within the postal sector, the National Alliance of Postal Employees (NAPE) set a 
historic precedent as a persistently desegregated union from their inception in 1913. In the 
1940s, the collaboration between NAPE and the NAACP was “instrumental…in finally 
convincing Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt to abolish the photograph requirement” 
that allowed unionists to exclude members based on the colour of their skin. 

Through the work of W.W. Kerr and the New Orleans division of NAPE, it became more and 
more obvious that black workers needed the NAACP’s support to combat workplace 
discrimination at the hands of their employers. NAPE’s active collaboration with the NAACP 
triggered a huge influx in membership, with the New Orleans branch expanding from 300 to 
6,000 members in just six years. And while the Black elite still maintained a dominant presence 
in the organization, the management team quickly expanded to include “postal workers, Pullman 
porters, longshoremen, plumbers, printers, truck drivers, shopworkers, and factory workers.” 

In their quest to secure equality within the workplace, Black-led labor unionists became 
instrumental in the reorientation of civil rights institutions away from the African American elite 
and towards a broader cross-section of the community. In New Orleans, W.W. Kerr’s protests 
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both emphasised the rights of the black worker and signalled a potential new avenue for 
activists to occupy in their fight against Jim Crow segregation. By the 1940s, challenges to white 
supremacy had expanded outside of strictly black-led organizations in the deeply segregated 
South, and Kerr’s formal defiance marked a growing trend in the convergence of union politics 
and greater civil rights discourse across New Orleans. 

Learn More 

Rubio, P. (2010). There's Always Work at the Post Office: African American Postal Workers and 
the Fight for Jobs, Justice, and Equality. University of North Carolina Press.  

Black Workers Organize, Stand With Dignity’s timeline of New Orleans’ Black Labor history 

 

Danny Barker  

Daniel “Danny” Moses Barker was a legendary jazz musician, bandleader, and author who 
made major contributions to the preservation and continuation of jazz as a living artform in New 
Orleans. Barker has been described as a “multi-disciplinary artist: writer, instrumentalist, 
vocalist, composer, lyricist and raconteur,” as well as an influential and beloved cultural diplomat 
for New Orleans. 

Barker was born in New Orleans to a musical family in 1909. His grandfather was a horn and 
cornet member, and his uncle Paul Barbarin was a successful jazz drummer. Barker began 
playing the clarinet and drums as a child before switching to ukulele and banjo. After performing 
with local street bands and touring in Mississippi with Little Brother Montgomery, Barker moved 
to New York in 1930 to advance his career. He helped write and produce numerous songs, 
including “Save the Bones for Henry Jones,” made famous by Nat “King” Cole. By the 1940s, 
Barker frequently toured with Cab Calloway, one of the most successful global popularizers of 
jazz, and recorded with early bebop innovators Charlie Parker and Dexter Gordon. In 1960 he 
performed at the Newport Jazz Festival with Eubie Blake. 

In 1965, Barker returned to New Orleans where he became an assistant curator of the New 
Orleans Jazz Museum. Barker went on to establish the highly-acclaimed Fairview Baptist 
Church Marching Band in 1970, a church-sponsored brass band for children and teenagers in 
New Orleans. The band quickly became popular throughout the city and provided a launching 
pad for the careers of numerous young musicians including Leroy Jones and Wynton Marsalis.  

Barker’s involvement with the marching band is said to have helped resurrect the “city’s eroding 
brass band tradition” by “ushering urban kids back into music and an appreciation for the 
traditions and cultures of their hometown.” Joe Torregano, a former band member under the 
leadership of Barker, described how the band “saved jazz for a generation in New Orleans.” 
Barker’s dedication to ensuring the generational continuity of jazz in New Orleans positioned 
him as a key elder statesman and mentor. 
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Along with the marching band, Barker continued to perform at numerous venues throughout 
New Orleans from the 1960s until his death in 1994. During this period, he co-wrote two books 
on the history of jazz, Bourbon Street Black and A Life in Jazz, as well as numerous essays and 
articles drawing from his seven decades as a professional musician. While his musical and 
cultural accomplishments are extensive, some argue that Barker’s most profound legacy may 
be his contributions to our understanding of jazz history. 

Danny Barker remains a beloved New Orleans icon remembered as one of the great stewards 
of the art and culture of jazz. His decades of mentorship and preservation forged strong links 
across generations of New Orleans musicians, and helped ensure the endurance and longevity 
of jazz as not only an historical, but contemporary expression of the city. 

Learn More 
 
Giving a Great Jazz Storyteller His Due 
 
The Life Of Danny Barker in NPR   
 
Danny Barker's Birthplace New Orleans Historical 
 
 
 
Current Name: Behrman Park 
 
Martin Behrman (1864-1926) was the longest serving mayor in New Orleans history, holding 
that office from 1904 to 1920 and then again from 1925 until his death in 1926. He was born in 
New York City but his family moved to New Orleans when he was one years old.  His work on 
behalf of the gubernatorial campaign of Francis T. Nicholls led to his formal entrance into 
politics and appointment to a Deputy Assessor position in Orleans Parish in 1888.  A steady 
climb in local machine politics led to his appointment as a delegate to the state’s 1898 
Constitutional Convention.  As Thomas J. Semmes, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Convention said of the Convention’s purpose, “we [meet] here to establish the supremacy of the 
white race.”  Delegate Thomas J. Kernan made clear their antidemocratic goals, writing that 
they met to “take away the ballot from almost, if not quite, a majority of the voters of the state.” 
Succinctly echoing Semmes and Kernan, Convention President Ernest B. Kruttschnitt, noted 
their purpose as “the elimination of the Negro vote.”   
 
As a delegate to the 1898 Convention, Behrman supported this direct, unequivocal and 
unabashed, and for at least the next 67 years, successful attempt at circumventing the 14th and 
15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Behrman, would later comment, that “the poll tax has 
proved a considerable benefit to us for some time.” 
 
Potential Name 
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Morris F.X. Jeff, Sr.  
 
Morris Francis Xavier Jeff Sr. was born in Morgan City in 1914 and moved with his family to 
New Orleans at a young age. After graduating from McDonogh #35, Jeff continued his pursuit of 
education, graduating from Xavier University in 1936 and in 1945 he received his Master’s 
degree from the University of Michigan in recreation and physical education. Jeff’s life work was 
devoted to profoundly improving the access of African American children to educational and 
recreational opportunities despite the massive barriers of segregation, white supremacy, and 
underfunding.  
 
After leaving Xavier, Jeff began his career as a teacher in 1937 in Lake Charles but he moved 
back to New Orleans in 1944  That year he took up a position with the recreation department of 
the New Deal’s Works Progress Administration. That same year he accepted an offer by the 
Orleans Parish School Board to return to McDonogh #35 as a physical education teacher. In 
addition to these roles, Jeff worked as Athletic Director at Xavier during these years. In these 
positions, Jeff began a long career facilitating recreational opportunities for the city’s most 
disadvantaged students. 
 
In this work Jeff saw how sorely lacking the city’s children were in regular recreational and 
physician education opportunities, In response, Jeff--along with Johnny Brechtel, Lester 
Lautenschlaeger, and Gernon Brown--proposed the idea of an institution to oversee and 
facilitate organized recreational programs throughout the city.  This was the birth of the New 
Orleans Recreation Department (NORD), which was approved in 1946 and began operation at 
the beginning of 1947. Jeff was immediately appointed as the head of  “Colored Division.”  
 
NORD’s immediate success was reflected in Jeff’s first annual report which stated the program 
to be the “most outstanding in the entire history of the city” and emphasized  “[t]his was 
particularly true of Negro children who have long suffered from the lack of adequate recreation 
facilities." Jeff’s programs at NORD became nationally acclaimed, featuring in Life magazine as 
“[t]he Most Progressive in The U.S."[8] 

 

Morris Jeff’s work enabled Black children in New Orleans to have access to activities that 
previously were not available due to chronic underfunding under Jim Crow.. Dance programs, 
teen camping programs and sports curriculums were created or expanded. New programs like 
Skate Mobile Derby Day, Day at the Pool, and Play Day were instituted in public schools 
throughout the city. Today, tens of thousands of New Orleanians--from our children to our 
elders-- depend on NORD for recreation, fitness, and educational opportunities.  NORD’s 
successes and programs exist in no small part because of the work of Morris F.X. Jeff, Sr.  

 
Learn More  
 
Our Namesake: Morris F.X. Jeff, Sr.  in Morris Jeff Community School  
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Morris Francis Xavier Jeff Sr. (1914-1993)  
 
Morris F. X. Jeff, Sr: Pioneer in Establishing Recreational & Educational Programs for Black 
Children   
 
 
 
Current Name: Behrman Highway 
 
Martin Behrman (1864-1926) was the longest serving mayor in New Orleans history, holding 
that office from 1904 to 1920 and then again from 1925 until his death in 1926. He was born in 
New York City but his family moved to New Orleans when he was one years old.  His work on 
behalf of the gubernatorial campaign of Francis T. Nicholls led to his formal entrance into 
politics and appointment to a Deputy Assessor position in Orleans Parish in 1888.  A steady 
climb in local machine politics led to his appointment as a delegate to the state’s 1898 
Constitutional Convention.  As Thomas J. Semmes, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the 
Convention said of the Convention’s purpose, “we [meet] here to establish the supremacy of the 
white race.”  Delegate Thomas J. Kernan made clear their antidemocratic goals, writing that 
they met to “take away the ballot from almost, if not quite, a majority of the voters of the state.” 
Succinctly echoing Semmes and Kernan, Convention President Ernest B. Kruttschnitt, noted 
their purpose as “the elimination of the Negro vote.”   
 
As a delegate to the 1898 Convention, Behrman supported this direct, unequivocal and 
unabashed, and for at least the next 67 years, successful attempt at circumventing the 14th and 
15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Behrman, would later comment, that “the poll tax has 
proved a considerable benefit to us for some time.” 
 
Potential Names 
 
Oscar Dunn  
 
Oscar James Dunn was a central figure in the history of Reconstruction. In 1822, he was born a 
slave in New Orleans. When he was ten, Dunn was emancipated after he was purchased by his 
stepfather, a free black carpenter. Dunn was apprenticed as a plasterer and also worked as a 
music teacher. A principal member in the Prince Hall Freemasons and African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Dunn was well positioned for political leadership after the city was occupied 
by the Union Army in 1862. He opened an employment office where he negotiated labor 
contracts for emancipated slaves, at the same time providing them financial support through his 
work with the Freedmen’s Savings Bank.  
 
As an executive with the Friends of Universal Suffrage, Dunn argued for voting rights and 
organized registration drives, and as an executive with the Association for the Benefit of Colored 
Orphans, he worked to ensure that black children were not apprenticed (or effectively re-
enslaved) by white planters. In 1866, Dunn became president of the People’s Bakery, a worker-
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owned cooperative modeled on experimental European joint-stock companies that endeavored 
to bring the cooperative principles of Charles Fourier to industrial production. In 1867, as a 
member of the city’s Board of Aldermen, Dunn chaired the committee pushing for the creation of 
the city’s first public school system—which was to be racially integrated—a proposal that served 
as the model for one of the most radical articles adopted in the new state constitution.  
  
In 1868, Dunn was elected Louisiana’s lieutenant governor, becoming the first person of African 
descent to serve in this executive capacity in the United States. Dunn ran on a ticket with Henry 
Warmoth, a white carpetbagger who became governor, but the alliance between the two broke 
down soon after their inauguration. During the next few years, Warmoth and Dunn feuded for 
control of their party. It seemed Dunn was set to succeed Warmoth as the Republican nominee 
for governor in the next election. Dunn, however, died suddenly in November 1871. Many 
assume he was poisoned, but the cause of death is unknown. 

 
Dunn’s death occasioned an outpouring of emotion. His funeral procession was twelve blocks 
long, forming one of the earliest second-line funerals in New Orleans history. The state 
legislature organized a committee to solicit funding for a monument to Dunn. In the ensuing 
months, however, Dunn’s coalition lost its influence. When white supremacists returned to 
power after the 1876 election, they dismantled the reforms championed by Dunn, and they 
worked to erase the memory of all black politicians, ridiculing them as buffoons in carnival balls 
and parades before expunging them from the historical record. While the Dunn monument was 
never built, the city did construct a number of statues in ensuing decades to Confederate heroes 
like Robert E. Lee. The city’s only monument to Reconstruction, built in 1891, celebrated not 
black leaders but the white supremacists who took up arms against the city’s integrated 
government, leading to its overthrow.  
 
Despite evidence to the contrary, Reconstruction is still too frequently remembered as a tragic 
era defined by political corruption and incompetence, following the plot contours and character 
types in the old story forged by politicians, historians, novelists, and filmmakers in the early 
twentieth century. From the perspective afforded by this old story, it is impossible to imagine the 
experiment in statecraft undertaken by newly elected representatives―such as Oscar 
Dunn―who were only recently bound as slaves. Dunn helped to legislate this great 
transformation, writing laws to safeguard voting rights, stop segregation, ensure a fair day’s 
wage for a fair day’s work, and bring education to all regardless of race. He also embodied this 
great transformation in a life story that raises dramatic questions about representation, 
leadership, and community. 
 
Learn More 
 
Du Bois, W. E. B. 1935 (1999). Black Reconstruction in America: 1860-1880.  Free Press.  
 
Mitchell, Briain (2011) Oscar James Dunn: A Case Study in Race & Politics in Reconstruction 
Louisiana 
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Oscar Dunn And The New Orleans Monument That Never Happened WWNO TriPod: New 
Orleans at 300 
 
PMPPL #008 Oscar Dunn — Paper Monuments 
 

Elenora Peete  

Elenora Peete was the founder and leader of the Domestic Workers Union, an African-American 
and female-led New Orleans union. This union advocated for greater workplace rights for 
domestic workers and provided an outlet for advocacy and means for assembly amongst Black 
women. The Domestic Workers Union mobilized the domestic workforce; enacting significant 
change in the working conditions facing domestic workers. It is important to note that Elenora 
Peete is also identified under the names of Ella or Eleanor, with her surname spelled under 
close variations such as Pete or Peet. 

Elenora Alcorn Peete, born Elenora Alcorn in 1883, was a Creole woman of color who spent her 
entire life in New Orleans. From a young age she was surrounded by Civil Rights and labor 
activism.  Her father, Seymour Alcorn, found with the First Louisiana Native Guards against the 
treasonous insurrection. In October of 1905, Elenora Peete married Sylvester Peete, the 
President of the Freight Handlers Union.  The couple were long-time residents of the 13th Ward 
and regular attendees at St Peter’s African Methodist Episcopal Church. Known for its 
unabashed support for the politics of racial and economic equality, St. Peter’s AME was one of 
the central sites  of the city’s long history of Black labor militancy. 

In May of 1918, Elenora Peete founded the Domestic Workers Union (also known as the 
Colored Domestic Union of New Orleans).  By July of 1918 she had recruited more than 1,000 
members to the union. Household domestic labor--working in private homes as cooks, 
laundresses, maids, nurses, and carers of children and the elderly--was the most common 
occupation open to Black women during this era. Peete’s DWU received a charter from the 
American Federation of Labor (AFL), one of only ten domestic worker unions so recognized by 
the nation’s only national labor federation.  As a chartered member of the AFL, the Domestic 
Workers Union participated and also notably received a vote at the Thirty-Ninth Annual 
Convention of the AFL in 1919. 

Peete’s movement was born during a time of great unionization in New Orleans; The late 1910s 
saw the most substantial growth in labor mobilization since the culmination of the 19th Century. 
The Domestic Workers Union provided organized and militant on behalf of Black women’s often 
abhorrent treatment in the households of wealth and middle-class New Orleanians. The union’s 
primary demands were a living wage and reasonable working hours. At the time Domestic 
Workers labored for $12 to $15 a month, with a third working over 12 hours a day. The DWU 
called for  $25/month in wages and a reduction in working hours. Peete and her union received 
praise from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People(NAACP). By 1920, 
the US Department of Labor suggested that the union had already procured significant action on 
wages and working conditions for many privately-employed domestic workers.  
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Unsurprisingly, the union was strongly opposed by wealthy white New Orleanians. Many of the 
city’s most prominent white women joined an organization called The Homemakers Association 
which enlisted the New Orleans Police Department to try to break the union and falsely accused 
Peete and other leaders of German sympathies during World War I.  

Nonetheless, this opposition did not deter Peete and her union; the Domestic Workers Union 
continued as a critical body of labor advocacy which functioned from the bottom-up to spark 
change and make dramatic improvements in the daily lives of Black New Orleans’ working 
women. As DWU member Sarah P. Williams stated, the union was “one of the greatest things 
that has happened in years amongst Black women.”  

Elenora Alcorn Peete passed away in 1962 at the age of 79 in New Orleans.  Despite only 
completing  a seventh-grade education, her courage in organizing the most disenfranchised of 
the city changed countless lives for the better, challenged the entrenched power of the city’s 
white suprmacist and economic elite, and has made her one of New Orleans’ most important if 
unsung heroines for future generations.  

Learn More 

Gessler, A. V. N. V. (2020). Cooperatives in New Orleans: Collective action and urban 
development. Jackson, University Press of Mississippi. Available in print at the New Orleans 
Public Library. 

Black Workers Organize, Stand With Dignity’s timeline of New Orleans’ Black Labor history 

Report of Proceedings, 39th Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor, 1919. 

 
 
Jelly Roll Morton/Ferdinand Joseph LaMothe 
 

Born Ferdinand Joseph LaMothe around 1890 in the Faubourg Marigny of New Orleans, he 
took the surname Morton as an anglicized version of his Creole step-father’s surname, Mouton. 
His family traced their Creole ancestry in New Orleans back four generations into the 18th 
century. Morton is commonly understood to have been the first to compose and arrange the 
new music known as Jazz in written form, which, well before the advent of recording studios and 
radio stations, enabled the music both to travel great distances from its birthplace in New 
Orleans and, at the same time, to retain its essential structure and identity.  Given that Jazz has 
often been described as the United States’ greatest gift to the world, this codification of its 
fundamental elements in written form was a crucial step in its birth as a widespread cultural 
phenomenon of the highest importance.  Had Morton not written and arranged works on paper, 
the music would have developed and spread differently and at a different moment.  The cultural 
landscape of the 20th century would have thereby taken a decidedly different shape and sound.  

Morton wrote much of the standard repertoire of early Jazz: among his notable compositions are 
“King Porter Stomp,” which has the distinction of being the first published Jazz composition; 



 

165 

“Milneburg Joys,” “Wolverine Blues,” “Mr Jelly Roll,” “Black Bottom Stomp,” “Wild Man Blues,” 
“Winin Boy Blues,” “Grandpa’s Blues,” and others.  As a pianist, he is the transitional figure 
between ragtime and Jazz, and his style was known to be  rooted in the “barrelhouse” 
approach, and thus is central to the stylistic lineage known in more recent times as “boogie-
woogie.” In 1938 while in residence at the Music Box in Washington D.C. he was stabbed. He 
was refused treatment at a nearby whites-only hospital. He never fully recovered from his 
wounds and the assault worsened his asthma which led to his death in 1941. 

Learn More 

Jelly Roll Morton in 64 Parishes   

 

Jelly Roll Morton's House - New Orleans Music Map  
 

The Pearls: More Jelly Roll Morton  

 
 
 
Current Name: Wiltz Lane 

Louis Wiltz (1843-1881) was born in New Orleans. As a teenager he began a career in the 
mercantile industry. He joined the treasonous insurrection against the United States at its 
outbreak.  He was quickly promoted and became a Captain in the Chalmette Regiment of the 
Confederate Army. He was captured by the US Army in 1863 and was later released in a 
prisoner exchange. Upon the official end of the war he entered the banking business and in 
1868 he was elected to the New Orleans School Board.  During these years he struck up a 
close political friendship with Edward A. Burke. 

In 1872 he was elected to the mayoralty of New Orleans.  As mayor he worked closely with the 
White League and he was an active supporter of the failed coup attempt to overthrow 
Louisiana’s democratic government and attack the Metropolitan Police. After the overthrow of 
Reconstruction, Wiltz went on to serve as Louisiana Governor from January of 1880 until his 
death in October of 1881. His term in that office was marked by rampant corruption, epitomized 
by his close political ally Burke’s theft of hundreds of thousands of dollars in state treasury 
bonds. 

 

Potential Names 
 
Louis A. Martinet  

Louis A. Martinet (1849-1917) was born in New Orleans to Marie Benoit, a free woman of color 
and Pierre Hyppolite Martinet, a Belgian carpenter. Martinet’s steadfast work in defense of the 
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Civil Rights of Black Americans began in his early 20s during Reconstruction. At the age of 23, 
he entered the Louisiana State Legislature as a Representative for St Martin’s Parish, a role in 
which he served for three years. In a private letter to friend Albion W. Tourgée, Martinet wrote of 
the perpetual fear of antidemocratic and white supremacist violence that greeted African 
American legislators. "I was often threatened, & several times saw guns levelled at me, but I 
never flinched and always maintained my ground & used to carry openly an arsenal about me.” 

In 1875 Martinet passed the Louisiana Bar and the following year he became the first African 
American to attend and graduate from Straight University (now Dillard University) paying his 
tuition by moonlighting as a French tutor. He served on the Orleans Parish School Board in 
1877; became the Deputy Clerk in the Collector of Customs Office in 1882; and served as 
Deputy Surveyor for the Port of New Orleans beginning in 1883. A renaissance man, Martinet 
attained a medical degree from Flint Medical College in the early 1890s. 

In 1889 Martinet established the Daily Crusader, a newspaper devoted to civil rights and equal 
citizenship for Black Americans. Scholars have argued that it was "probably the most important 
black-operated newspaper in fin-de-siècle America.” 

Martinet was a key participant in the creation of the Comité des Citoyens in New Orleans. 
Martinet and the Comité des Citoyens led the public charge to challenge Louisiana’s 1891 
Separate Car Law. The Comité, in conjunction with Homer Plessy and the East Louisiana 
Railway, put forth the test case to challenge that law’s violation of the 14th Amendment. The 
U.S. Supreme Court would eventually tie itself into legal knots to uphold segregation in Plessy v. 
Ferguson. The practice, though, of carefully planning and instigating test cases that Martinet 
helped initiate would eventually pay dividends for the equal rights of all Americans. It was later 
adopted by the NAACP and a variety of other civil rights organizations in their eventual defeat of 
juridical segregation and has been used by women and gay and lesbian Americans in their 
pursuit of equality under the law.  

Learn More 
 
Comité des Citoyens in New Orleans Historical  
 
Louis A. Martinet Records in Orleans Parish Civil Clerk  
 
New Orleans Nostalgia - Louis Martinet in New Orleans Bar Association  
 
   
Cheryl Epling  
 
Cheryl Epling (1944-2017) was born in New Orleans to John Epling and Marie Congette 
Tamberella.  She attended Ursulines Academy before going to LSU and then completing her 
graduate work in education at Tulane.  Upon graduation she began teaching in Orleans Parish 
schools. She became active in efforts by the teacher’s organization, the Orleans Education 
Association (OEA)—an affiliate of the National Education Association (NEA)—to improve school 
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funding, limit classroom size, and better reward teachers for their skill and dedication. Before 
she was thirty-years old ,she had risen to  the presidency of the OEA. 
  
In the early 1970s, New Orleans teachers were still largely segregated into two different 
organizations.  The largely white OEA represented roughly 800 members while the 
predominantly Black American Federation of Teachers Local 527 counted nearly 1,500 
members. Ms. Epling helped lead the charge to merge these organizations, which came 
together in 1972 to form the United Teachers of New Orleans (UTNO).  Upon their merger she 
was elected Vice-President of the new union, the first citywide democratic organization of New 
Orleans education professionals. 
  
Throughout her long career, Epling devoted herself to improving educational opportunities for all 
New Orleanians and truly improving  learning conditions for the city’s students. She was also 
active nationally as a key member of a NEA and American Federation of Teachers’ task force 
that helped end corporal punishment in America’s public schools. Her devotion to students—
regardless of race or economic background—and fighting for the rights of skilled and dedicated 
teachers knew few parallels. Over the course of her career, she served on the Board of 
Trustees for the Louisiana Teachers’ Retirement System that made certain that education 
professionals were able to retire with dignity, worked for the rights of the city’s youth as 
Secretary of the New Orleans Children’s Council, and fought for better state public school 
funding as Legislative Director for the state’s collective teachers’ unions.  Even while working 
tirelessly for better schools for all New Orleanians, she remained intensely active in 
neighborhood affairs, serving for decades as an active member of the Carrollton Improvement 
Association. 
  
Learn More: 
  
Long, E. (2016) Complicating the Narrative: Labor, Feminism and Civil RIghts In the United 
Teachers of New Orleans Strike of 1990. University of New Orleans Theses and Dissertations. 
2166.  
  
Cheryl Epling Obituary (1944 - 2017) - The Times-Picayune 
 
 
Edmond Dédé 

Edmond Dédé was born in New Orleans in 1827 to a fourth-generation free family of color. 
Dédé's father earned a living primarily as a poultry dealer as well as a music teacher. Dédé first 
learned the clarinet but soon  began playing the violin. From an early age, he was considered a 
prodigy. He took instruction from the notable French composer Eugene Prevost as well as the 
acclaimed African American musician Charles Richard Lambert. 

To support his career, Dédé gave up his instruction under the renowned Ludovico Gabici and 
moved to Mexico at the end of the Mexican - American War in 1848. There he learned the trade 
of cigar making. While in Mexico he saved enough money to move back to the US in 1852 and 
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later to Belgium where he continued in the cigar manufacturing business. By 1857 he was living 
in Paris and studying at the Paris Conservatoire. 

During the 1860's,, Dédé moved to Bordeaux where he conducted at the Grande Théâtre, the 
Théâtre l'Alcazar and later the Folies Bordelaise. He married local Sylvie Leflet in 1864 and had 
one son, Eugene Arcade Dédé, himself a notable composer and performer of the music hall 
genre. It was in Bordeaux where Dédé composed and performed most of his works. To finance 
his passion for classical music composition, Dédé also wrote popular music pieces and also for 
the ballet. Arrangements such as his Quasimodo Symphony, Mephisto Masque and Le Palmier 
Overture and the highly regarded Chicago Waltz (Grande Valse A' L'americaine).Because of his 
race and despite his success on the continent,only in 1865 and under Reconstruction was 
Dédé's work performed in his home town of New Orleans. Dédé's Quasimodo Symphony was 
conducted on May 10, 1865, in the New Orleans Theatre to a broad audience including whites 
and people of African descent. 

Dédé returned to his native New Orleans only once, in 1893, when a newspaper described him 
as "the New Orleans negro, who is a leading musician in France." 

While in New Orleans, Dédé performed a series of three benefit concerts, helping to fund the 
Comite’ Des Citoyens and the legal challenges that led to the Plessy v. Ferguson ruling of 1896.  

During his 1893 concerts in New Orleans, his performances included guitar and banjo in a style 
that emphasized freedom and originality. Scholars have argued that Dédé's visit to New 
Orleans, his foreign success, and his broader musical style lent inspiration that sparked some of 
the early creators of Jazz.  As some have suggested, jazz sprang “out of the proud Creole 
tradition of Edmond Dédé.” 

 
Learn More  
 
Edmond Dede in New Orleans Medley Interactive Video 
 
The Exiles Song: Edmond Dede and the Unfinished Revolutions of the Atlantic World - Available 
at the New Orleans Public Library 
 
Edmond Dédé in 64 Parishes 
 
Edmond Dede Music in Youtube   
 

 
 
Current Name: Burke Avenue 
 
(Burke Rd. should be combined, continuous street.) 
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Edward A. Burke (1839-1928) was born in Kentucky. In October of 1861 he was commissioned 
as an officer into the Confederate Army in Texas under the command of Colonel Xavier 
Blanchard Debray and fought against the United States in the treasonous insurrection for the 
remainder of the war.  While he definitely attained the rank of Lieutenant in the army of the 
insurrection, he seems to have regularly engaged in stolen valor after the official end to the war, 
variously going by “Major” and even “Colonel.” 
  
He arrived in New Orleans in 1869 and became a railroad commissioner within a year. In this 
capacity he helped the White League attempt to delay the arrival of federal troops during the 
coup attempt at Liberty Place in 1874. For his service to the White League’s attempt to 
overthrow democracy, he was briefly given the roles of commissary of subsistence and registrar 
of voters in the coup government.  After the defeat of the White League’s treason ,he attempted 
to assassinate Governor William Pitt Kellog the next month. 
  
His participation in these further treasons barely impeded his rise in New Orleans and Louisiana 
politics. He won election to Administrator of Improvements in November of 1874 and State 
Treasurer in 1878, a role he held for ten years. He used this role to enrich himself, buying the 
Times and Democrat newspapers in 1881 and folding them into the New Orleans Times-
Democrat. While at the helm of the city’s largest circulation newspaper he regularly encouraged 
denial of 14th Amendment protections to citizens.  While he was traveling in London in 1889 
,news broke of Burke’s theft of hundreds of thousands of dollars of state treasury bonds while 
he served as State Treasurer.  Rather than return to Louisiana to face trial, he fled to Honduras, 
where he lived an exceedingly wealthy life for the next 39 years in no small part because of his 
plunder of Louisiana public monies. 
 
 
Juan San Malo 
 
The San Malo Maroons have the most remarkable and extensively documented history of 
runaway slave communities in the Western Hemisphere. These men and women lived in the 
swamps east of  New Orleans. They established permanent encampments in Chef Menteur and 
in Gaillardeland, their main settlement in St. Bernard Parish. These self-liberated slaves often 
left in families so there were considerable numbers of women among them. Their names can be 
found on a list of recaptured runaways with more information about individuals in testimony of 
recaptured maroons, including their leader, a man named Juan San Malo.  
 
The community San Malo established provided a beacon for many enslaved people in and near 
New Orleans. Like similar communities across the Atlantic World,  it was near enough to large 
collections of slaves that a new life, free from the tyranny of the whip and the possibility of sale 
hundreds of miles away was welcoming.The community was largely self-sufficient. They cut, 
squared and delivered cypress logs to mill owners in exchange for substantial cash payments. 
They cultivated beans, corn and herbs and they fished, hunted  and created craft goods much of 
which they sold in street markets in New Orleans. They were armed with muskets and bought 
shot and powder in New Orleans and were well able to defend themselves. Testimony from the 
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government’s interrogations of recaptured runaways demonstrates ongoing collaboration 
between the maroons and enslaved people who remained on the plantations, including 
marriages among them. Maroon territory stretched from St. John the Baptist and St. Charles 
Parish immediately up river from New Orleans surrounding the city to downriver from the 
English Turn through Lake Borgne where they occupied the almost-impenetrable swamps. Their 
settlements extended down to Lake Barataria. Spanish authorities were deeply impressed and 
quite frightened by the military strength of these Maroon settlements.  
 
In 1784, following a series of uprisings by enslaved people against their masters, paid spies led 
a series of costly expeditions to root them out. San Malo and many of his fellow maroons were 
captured and hung in front of St. Louis Cathedral while women and children were brutally 
flogged. His wife avoided being hung because she claimed she was pregnant, not once but 
twice. The memory of San Malo and his community remained vivid amongst the enslaved 
peoples of Louisiana for decades. 
 
Adapted from: Gwendolyn Midlo Hall, San Malo Maroons 
 
Learn More 
 
Slavery in Spanish Colonial New Orleans, 64 Parishes 
 
Slave Insurrections in Louisiana, 64 Parishes 
 
 
Edward X. Dunn  
  
A life-long civic leader, Edward X. Dunn Sr. led a quiet life dedicated to volunteering to better 
the lives of young people in New Orleans. Born in Baton Rouge, Dunn lived in New Orleans for 
over 80 years. He graduated from McDonogh 35 in 1930 and then Xavier University. 
  
Dunn worked as a manager for the Housing Authority of New Orleans for years, but he is 
perhaps best known as the swimming director and instructor at Lincoln Beach, the segregated 
city’s Black recreational area on Lake Pontchartrain. Contrasted with the whites-only 
Pontchartrain Beach, the original Lincoln Beach was physically separate (located 14 miles from 
the city center, in the Little Woods section of town) and grossly unequal (raw sewage was 
regularly dumped into the lake nearby and contaminated the water). 
  
After the New Orleans Urban League argued that swimming at Lincoln Beach was unsafe, in 
1951 city officials agreed to move the Black beach west to the Seabrook area bordering the old 
airport. This second iteration of Lincoln Beach included upgraded facilities, such as a 2,000-
locker bathhouse, restaurant, pavilion, ferris wheel, roller coasters, and other amusements. But 
the highlights were the swimming facilities—a large swimming pool, wading pool, and diving 
pool—managed by Dunn. He oversaw the Beach’s opening ceremony “aquacade” in 1954 and 
other aquatic shows. Every summer he led the ten-week Tee-Pee swimming program for 
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children ages 2 to 17 (helping 4000 youngsters earn their “minnow pins” in just the summer of 
1959 alone). Once Pontchartrain Beach was desegregated in 1964, Lincoln Beach was 
defunded by the city and shuttered soon after. 
  
Dunn continued to volunteer. He worked with the American Red Cross as a recreational activity 
chairman, swimming instructor, and field supervisor for the Magnolia housing projects. For 63 
years, he volunteered as a local Boy Scouts troop leader, mentoring thousands of young men in 
the Desire and Florida housing projects. He continued teaching swimming safety courses 
through the 1970s. Later he served on the executive committee of the annual Times-Picayune 
Doll and Toy Fund. His career was marked by numerous civic awards for his dedication to the 
health, well-being, and opportunities of the city’s children, particularly those most 
disadvantaged.  
  
Edward X. Dunn died on March 3, 1995, at the age of 83. 
  
 
Learn More 
 
Lincoln Beach in the New Orleans Historical  
 
The Making, Unmaking, and Memory of White and Black Beaches in New Orleans in 64 
Parishes 
 
 
Tchefuncte 
 
Tchefuncte is a name used by archeologists to designate early Indigenous community sites 
(800 BCE to 1 CE).  These sites stretched from most of present-day Louisiana, east along the 
Gulf Coast into Mississippi, west toward southeastern Texas, and northward up the Mississippi 
River Valley to southeastern Arkansas. The Tchefuncte sites represent some of the earliest 
burial mounds in the region: circular, conical mounds, up to 15 feet in height. The most notable 
of these mounds are the pair of earth and shell middens that make up the “Tchefuncte site” at 
Fontainebleau State Park on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain (established in 1938 by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, the park was known as the Tchefuncte State Park until being 
renamed in the 1940s). 
  
A hunter, fisher, and gatherer people, the Tchefuncte were proficient and prolific clay potters—
the first peoples in Louisiana to produce pottery. Archeologists highlight the distinct and skillful 
decorative surface techniques of the Tchefuncte pottery culture. 
  
Tchefuncte sites have been located throughout the State: Bayou Jasmine in St. John the Baptist 
Parish, St. Mary’s Mound in Madison Parish, and the Lafayette Mounds in St. Martin Parish. In 
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eastern Orleans Parish, deep in the marshes of Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge, 
archeologists have located two late Tchefuncte burial sites at Big Oak and Little Oak Islands. 
 
Learn More 
 
Tchefuncte Culture in 64 Parishes 
 
Tchefuncte Site in 64 Parishes 
 
Big Oak and Little Oak Islands in New Orleans Collection Site  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


